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THE NEW RAF-CAM SLALOM 

OFFERS YOU POWER IN A SNAP, 
CONTROL IN THE CURVES AND A 
DEAR TECHNOLOGICAL ADVANTAGE. 


'SLALOM 


RAF-CAM technology has 
olutionized the slalom sail. 
It totally solves the 
blem of whether to 
for the power 
:ams or the 

venienceand j, 

trol of RAF: 

■fers the best 
tures of both, and you 

change over whenever 

want, onshore or in the 



Just an easy snap, and 
you're going to be com¬ 
pletely converted. 

The RAF-CAM system, 
together with an array of 
design innovations, makes 
the RAF-CAM Slalom the 
most exciting sail on the 
water. As a result of the 
most advanced techno¬ 
logies in sail making — 
K-rilm, segmented-curve 
seam shaping, tack radial 
panels and the RAF-CAM 
— you get long boom 
i acceleration with the 


easy-to-control responses and 
superb balance typical of a short 
boom sail. 


The RAF-CAM: snap-on power 

Why RAF-CAM? 

Simple: better control over 
power. 

Consider the current situation. 
The more stable draft of cambered 
sails gives more power and acceler¬ 
ation, especially in light to moderate 
winds or in lulls between gusts. But 
there's a drawback: in strong winds, 
the more rigid foil shape is difficult 
to control. RAF sails, which flatten to 
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a finer foil shape, are prefer¬ 
able. Then, of course, there's 
that matter of rigging 
cambered sails... 

With the RAF-CAM, 
you can have either RAF 
or CAM in one 
sail...and it's 
incredibly easy 
to rig. 

The RAF-CAM 
attaches onto the 
mast just above the 
boom of the fully 
rigged sail and clips 
onto the end of 
the main batten. 

In action, it creates 
a more stable 
draft. When you 
want RAF control, 
no problem. Just 
snap it off. 

The location 
of the RAF-CAM is critical to power 
enhancement and handling. By 
placing it immediately above the 
boom, the designers have stabilized 
the draft in the centre section of 



the sail while leaving the head free 
to luff. The result is a noticeable in¬ 
crease in power with the best possible 
balance. The RAF-CAM is more 
than a combination of two systems; 
for many it will be an improvement 
on both. 

Design: shaped for high 
performance 

The omni-directional stretch re¬ 
sistance of K-film enabled designers 
Barry Spanier and Geoff Bourne to 
set the body panels radiating out 
from the tack, redistributing the draft 
in the lower section more evenly. That 
puts more power down low where 
its easy to control. 

In the equally critical luff section, 
segmented-curve seam shaping 
has been used to stabilize the draft 
when the sail is overloaded. Turbu¬ 
lence at the head of the sail has been 
reduced by introducing a new flared 
luff pocket construction. The panel 
layout creates a smoother airflow 
and makes for a more aerodynamic 
head section. 

The end result is a superbly 
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balanced sail that delivers smooth 
power even in gusty conditions. 

K-film: the best high per¬ 
formance sail fabric available 

Every serious sailor already 
knows what K-film means to per¬ 
formance. Just take a look at any 
finish-line photo from a World 
Cup event. The winners are using 
K-film sails. 

This remarkably light fabric stabi¬ 
lizes foil shape, enhances wind flow 
and allows numerous design refine¬ 
ments. It is a genuine breakthrough 
that will change boardsailing. 

For the RAF-CAM Slalom, a 
dedicated high performance sail 
aimed at being the very best of its 
type and incorporating the most 
advanced sail technology available, 
there was no other choice. 

This summer, you can experience 
the future of sailing. The RAF-CAM 
Slalom. 


NEILPRYDE 

Reader Service 53 



















Easy-rigging tips and fine-tuning hints can help you get more per¬ 
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In spite of the “monsoon" conditions that flooded much of the 
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Windsurfing— 
Misunderstood S 


JULY 1989 


L et’s face it, windsurfing is a mis¬ 
understood sport. While it’s true 
that the sport gets a lot of media 
attention, most non-sailors still 
don’t have any clue to what windsurfing 
is really like. 

For example, you see wave-jumping 
shots thrown into car and beer commer¬ 
cials and pictures of shortboards shred¬ 
ding Maui show up in all kinds of maga¬ 
zines, but nothing that makes the sport 
look easy, fun, or within the reach of the 
average guy. 

Admittedly, the expert level of 
windsurfing is more popular with the 
spectators and the media. Unfortu¬ 
nately, the high end in windsurfing is 
very different from the low end, which 
supports it. In fact, windsurfing is a 
sport where the beginners are in an 
entirely different arena than the experts. 

For some sports, showing the top 
end is fine; beginners can get a grip 
from watching the pros and even the 
non-participants can get an accurate 
picture of what it’s really like. For 
example: The best and the worst 
bowlers still roll a ball at some pins; all 
baseball players swing at a ball with a 
stick and then (if they’re lucky) get to 
run around a diamond; and all golf 
courses have nice green grass and it’s 
just a matter of how many strokes it 
takes to drop the ball in the hole. 

Not so with windsurfing. Everything 
you see on television and in print is big 
waves and shortboards, while those of 
us who sail know that most windsurfing 
is actually cruising around on big 
boards in light to moderate winds, and 
most wavesailing in the real world is 
done in small, mushy, junk waves rather 
than on Maui. But to the general public, 
windsurfing is simply Maui. 

That’s why people at parties say 
things like: “Windsurfing is really dan¬ 
gerous.” or “Don’t you have to be pretty 
strong to hold that big sail up?" And no 
matter how many times you tell people 
that it really isn’t hard to learn how to 
sail, and that you don’t have to be a 
weightier to deal with the equipment 
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OUT OF THE 
FRYING PAN... 

orrection: Screwing up once is 
bad, twice is terrible, but three 
times... that’s unprecedented 
even for us, so we owe Mistral 
. an apology as well as an explanation. 

In the March issue we reviewed the 
. DCS Screamer, but gave the construc- 
. tion specifications for the LCS model. 
Then, in the May issue, when we tried 


to explain the differences in the two 
boards, we got it mixed again. It is the 
LCS version that has more carbon and 
less glass. 

Our final mistake came in our review 
of the Equipe... or what looked like the 
Equipe. Two days before we shipped 
the issue to our printers, Germany 
notified us that the "Equipe" we got was 
really a One-Design, but with the 
graphics of an Equipe. 

So, we changed the review to show 
that we really reviewed the One-Design, 


but neglected to change the comments ‘ 
in the construction section. So in 
summary, the DCS Screamer and the 
One-Design are just a little heavier and * 
have less carbon than the LCS 
Screamer and the Equipe. 

Speaking of screw-ups, the "Busi¬ 
ness is Booming" article in the May 
issue was a major one. It seems like 
there is at least one article per year 
where nothing goes right. Well this is 
it... we hope. In any case, here is our 
errata. 
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COURAGE, 
CONCENTRATION - 
PRECISION. 


An unbeatable combination that puts us ahead so you're ahead. 



THE DECISIVE ADVANTAGE 


David Kalama. Sail. Delta 


AN ACE 

North masts are not only interchangeable 
to produce different lengths but they can 
also be interchanged to produce different 
stiffnesses. Epoxy is more flexible than 
aluminium and carbon and we make it 
possible for a windsurfer to put an epoxy 
top with an aluminium bottom to produce 
a mast with a softer top. This is especially 
important on the smaller sized sails where 
the luff lengths are shorter and the mast tip 
needs to be soft for good speed and 
handling. 



MAKING YOU THE WINNER 

The Vario Lock System with its revolutionary 
closed ring construction can absorb up to 
420 kg of pulling forces. And comes stan¬ 
dard on all '89 North booms. For torsion 
resistant quality. North booms set the stan¬ 
dard. 
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First and foremost, the lines on the 
graphs did not correspond to the 
booms they were matched up to, so for 
the sake of the reader, we have 
reprinted all the corrected graphs 
below. Additionally, the vertical axis on 
the graphs was not labeled. That axis 
signified the increase in width (in 
inches) that the booms flexed when the 
90-pound weight hung on them. Unless 
you are psychic or on heavy drugs, the 
graphs are meaningless without that 
label. 

The other errors are as follows: 

1. The stiffness-to-weight ratio on the 
table on page 100 has a colon instead 
of a period. For example 24:1 should 
be 24.1. 

2. The boom end shown in the Hydro¬ 
dynamics review on page 102 is 
actually a HiFly boom end. 

3. The group shots of the booms that 
are next to the graphs on pages 96 and 
99 were mixed up. In other words, the 
short booms were next to the graphs for 
the long booms, and visa versa. 

4. The photos of the Hydrodynamics 
and the Windsure boom ends were 
accidentally not included in the article, 
and we sincerely apologize to those 
companies. 

Prompt action has been taken 
against those who were responsible for 
these errors and omissions, and 
consequently, you may have trouble 
reaching anybody at the magazine for 
further questions (just kidding). 

The graphs on page 10 completely 
replace the graphs that were printed in 
the May '89 issue on pages 96 and 99. 

BAHAMAS REGATTA 


W ith all the politics surrounding 
the Bahamas International 
Regatta, I've been asked to 
clarify the position of the Pro- 
' fessional Boardsailors Association 
‘ (PBA) in regard to the event. In doing 
' so, I'll try to differentiate between the 
‘ PBA’s position and my personal views. 

First, some background information 
' about World Cup Racing and the prin- 
' ciples of the PBA in general. World 
' Cup Racing was previously governed, 

• from 1983 through 1987, by the World 
• Boardsailing Association (WBA), an in- 
‘ dustry association of manufacturers. 

• The WBA paid most of the bills and es- 
• tablished the rules. 

Under their rules, only equipment 
• from WBA members was legal for 
• racing. Equipment from other manufac- 
• turers was strictly prohibited. Some of 
• the top sailors in the world were 
' ineligible to compete in World Cup 
’ competition because their sponsors re- 
' fused to play the game or because they 
* chose the “wrong" equipment. 

The PBA was formed in December 
• 1987 as an association of professional 
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sailors to set Grand Prix racing stan¬ 
dards. They established that Grand 
Prix racing be defined as professional 
racing, which offers more than $10,000 
in prize money. One of the most 
important founding principles of the 
PBA made sailors eligible to compete in 
PBA events based on their ability and 
not their brand of equipment. Exclusive 
lists of “acceptable" equipment would 
no longer be the criteria used to 
determine who would be allowed to 
race. 

Primarily to protect the dates of 
World Tour events, the PBA restricts its 
members from competing in non- 
sanctioned or unrecognized events that 
offer more than $10,000 in prize money. 
(A sanctioned event counts for world 
ranking points and a recognized event 
doesn’t, but both types meet the 
standards of the sailors, and all sailors 
are allowed to attend.) 

For the first time, the organizers of 
the Bahamas International Regatta 
elected to restrict racing gear to certain 
production equipment to be determined 
by race director Rus Emerick. Sailors 
who had attended the event for several 
years, helping to build it to its current 
stature, were told the equipment they 
had used the year before was ineligible 
this year. Many PBA members were 
prohibited from racing because they 
were either sponsored by manufactur¬ 
ers not allowed to compete or used 
their own boards. The similarities to the 
old WBA World Cup days were obvious, 
and there was no way the PBA could 
recognize an event with such a 
discriminating format. 

However, PBA’s recognition of the 
event was jeopardized by other 
problems as well. The official Notice of 
Race for the event claimed that the 
event was sanctioned by the USBA 
(United States Boardsailing Associa¬ 
tion), counted for the US National 
Ranking, and was a qualifier for the 
Production World Championship. None 
of these statements were made with 
proper authority and none proved to be 
true. As one of the goals of the PBA is 
to protect its members from exploita¬ 
tion, it would have been difficult to 
recognize the Bahamas event unless 
such blatant errors had been corrected, 
and members were therefore prohibited 
from attending unless they paid fines in 
accordance with the PBA rule book. 

The unfortunate side for the sailors is 
that some PBA members, including 
myself, count on going to the Bahamas 
International each year and depend on 
the race for their sponsorship as well as 
income. Some sailors, who had only 
attended three PBA events, therefore 
not fully taking advantage of the PBA in 
1988, were asked to forego the event. 
Restricting these members, in particu¬ 
lar, was a very sad position for the PBA 
to have to take. 


In order to avoid the negative 
impact that the event would no doubt 
foster, the PBA proposed a compro¬ 
mise accepting the exclusive, restric¬ 
tive class providing there was also an 
open, unlimited class as in previous 
years. The purse would be evenly 
divided between the two classes and 
all sailors, regardless of the make of 
their board. Unfortunately, the com¬ 
promise was rejected by the race 
director and Fanatic, one of the co¬ 
sponsors, for unexplained reasons. 

This left the PBA no recourse but to 
uphold its rule book and founding prin¬ 
ciples. The PBA couldn't recognize 
the Bahamas event and its members 
couldn’t attend. 

My Position 

As a competitor, the Bahamas Inter¬ 
national Regatta has always been a 
successful and lucrative event for me. 
I’ve attended and supported the event 
for five years, placing first three times 
and coming in second twice. 

WindRider magazine stated in its ar¬ 
ticle (April 1989) that I support the PBA 
position because I am part of the ruling 
faction of the PBA, along with Robby 
Naish and Anders Bringdal, and that 
we only use custom equipment. How 
quickly we forget! In two of the 
previous Bahamas races I used stock 
Mistral boards in the Open format. I 
also raced a production board in the 
O’Neill/Vela Baja Championships the 
week before the Bahamas event. (See 
coverage in WindRider, ApriM989). I 
had hoped winning 18 out of 26 races 
and the overall event on a production 
board would quiet the critics. Ironi¬ 
cally, the third-place sailor went on to 
win the Bahamas the next week. 

It’s also ironic that I have long been 
supportive of a limited affordable class 
of racing, not unlike the production 
class, but restricting the number of rigs 
as well. Personally, I feel that pros 
have no business in this class. The 
limited affordable class should be for 
the consumers, the people who pay 
retail for their equipment, and not on 
the Grand Prix level, where cheating 
would be encouraged and develop¬ 
ment would be stifled. 

As president of the PBA (now 
retired), I was elected by professional 
sailors to uphold the PBA rule book 
and principles. Even if I do not agree 
with certain rules, it is my obligation to 
uphold them. In this case, the only 
conflict was with myself—my own 
personal regret that I could not attend 
the Bahamas International Regatta. 
There is no way that I, personally, 
could attend a professional event 
unless all sailors were eligible to 
compete, based on ability and not the 
brand of his board. 

Nevin Sayre 
Maui, Hawaii 
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The Gorge 

Rush Of ’89 

□ 

Speed 
Trials At 
The Ditch 

The opening of the Sailboard Ware¬ 
house outlet, right on the main drag, per¬ 
haps caused the most excitement. They 
revamped the main floor of an old depart¬ 
ment store and transformed it into a spa¬ 
cious, open store with great window dis¬ 


plays and quite a few lines unique to the 
Gorge. Bingen Bart, master of weather 
and repairs, is in charge of the place so 
it’s a pretty safe bet that the operation 
from Minnesota will be as in tune with the 
Gorge as any shop on the river. 

Rushwind Sails was the outfit showing 
the most good will. They gave guided 
tours around the loft, showing groups of 
sailors and locals alike the ins and outs of 
sailmaking. Naturally, proper refresh¬ 
ments were served throughout the day. 

What had to be the best party—al¬ 
though I wasn't at all of them—was the 
grand opening of Front Street Sailboards, 
which is the Bic High-Wind Center. Many 
dignitaries were on hand, including Ken 
Winner and Bernard Minneville, presi¬ 
dent of Bic Sport U.S.A. Antoine Bich 
himself came in from France, with a case 
or two of fine champagne in tow. 

Windsurfing Hawaii also sent in their 
brass with Dick Lamb and Joe Fields in 
attendance. There were ice-cold imports 
and great “apps,” from sushi to sand¬ 
wiches. Naturally, I drank champagne, 
not wanting to understate the festive 
occasion. The shop itself has great dis- 


New instruction and equipment advances have 
made windsurfing easier to learn than ever, so 
get out there and give it a try. 


LEARN TO 
WINDSURF 
GUARANTEED 


T] f you haven't learned to windsurf, still 
* can't jibe, or have friends that are still 
trying to decide whether or not they 
_J want to learn the sport—now is the 
time. June was the kick-off month for the 
National Learn to Windsurf Program. And 


ERIC SANFORD 

now, in July, the ABIA's program is in full 
swing across the country with shops giv¬ 
ing clinics, classes, and organizing re¬ 
gattas—all in a nationwide effort to edu¬ 
cate the masses and get more people 
involved in our sport. Windsurfing 
schools and shops are participating in 
the program and information can be ob¬ 
tained by either contacting the schools, 
shops, or by calling the ABIA’s toll-free 
number, 800-333-2242. 

GORGE BUSINESSES 
PREPARE FOR THE 
SUMMER RUSH 


A pril 1 in the Gorge is usually cold, 
rainy, dreary, and relatively de¬ 
serted by boardsailors. True to 
form it was cold, rainy, and dreary, 
but boardsailors were everywhere be¬ 
cause it was Grand Opening Day for 
many of the windsurfing-oriented busi¬ 
nesses. They were all having parties of 
one sort or another and sailors were walk¬ 
ing from shop to shop partaking in the 
festivities like freshmen wandering down 
fraternity row on a Friday rush night. 
WINDRIDER 



































Not enough wind? Want t o practice new moves? | 

SAIL ON LAND 
Parking lots, 
hard packed 
beaches 



Use 

your own 
sail and 
universal 
BOARD ONLY 

$249 

WINDCRUISERim 

• 8" Pneumatic Tires 

• Precision Shielded Bearings 

• Adjustable U-Pivot Trucks 

• 31 "xIO* Concave Laminate Deck 


Supercruiser 

2A Red Plum Circle, Monterey Park, 

CA 91745 

TEL (213) 726-3177 FAX (213) 726-3095 
(Dealer inquiries Welcome) 


Reader Service 126 



Using the CL249Tug cleat 
takes the pain out of 
tensioning small ropes and 
allows you to pull twice as 
hard. Easy to fix, easyto^ 
reposition. Made of 
strong abrasion 
resistant 
aluminum. 

Reader Service 62 



plays and quality products, such as Bic, 
Windsurfing Hawaii, and G & S. This 
addition to the Gorge shop scene is a 
welcome one. 

Finally, the new Dill complex took the 
award for most impressive. Located 
across the street from his old store, Dill 
has built a strikingly modern shop and 
factory, as well as a few retail slots that will 
house the Northwave loft, a sub shop, 
and a couple of other stores. I got a 
chance to tour the Dill factory, and quite 
frankly, it makes most other custom board 
manufacturing facilities look like they're in 
the Stone Age. 

The blanks start out in a giant room 
occupied by a single shaping machine 
that tools the blanks into precisely rock- 
ered and vee’d blanks, ready for shaping. 
They then go to Bob's shaping room, 
which has excellent lighting and clean, 
sturdy racks for the shaping. Dill also has 
a guest shaping room in case he has a 
friend over. 

The boards are sprayed in one of two 
giant airbrush rooms, then transported 
down the wide stairs to the glassing 
department. Here, there are numerous 
glassing stands, all of the same sturdy 
construction. The resin is kept in a cli¬ 
matically controlled room and the area is 
dust-free. The sanding rooms are as 
clean and sanitary as a kitchen and the 
ventilation system could suck the smoke 
out of a Chicago blues bar. To make a 
long story short, his factory is state-of-the- 
art all the way and you really have to have 
been in numerous other ones to appreci¬ 
ate it. 

If I were building boards, I’d want to do 
it there. It's the first factory I've seen in 
which the glassers won’t end up talking 
like Mohammed Ali due to lack of ventila¬ 
tion. Their capacity for churning out 
boards has increased significantly and 
Dill claims the quality is also way up over 
his previous “already proven to be good" 
stock. 

He hasn’t had a grand opening yet, 
since he’s waiting for the season to kick in 
gear a little more, but one is scheduled 
and it’s going to be hot—Tom James 

DAVE THE WAVE 


T wenty-one year old Dave “The 
Wave” Gladstein from Seattle, 
Washington, has been chosen to 
represent the United States in a 
boardsailing competition at the 13th 
Maccabiah Games, to be held June 25 
through July 12 in Israel. 

Gladstein, who has been windsurfing 
competitively for five years, won a silver 
medal for the US in the 12th games, four 
years ago. He says, “There were com¬ 
petitors from all over the world, just like in 
the Olympics, and the competition was 
really intense. I expect it to be even 
tougher this year.” 

The Maccabiah Games are open to 


Jewish athletes from around the world, 
but each must be chosen by the chair¬ 
man of the individual sport. In Gladstein’s 
case, he was chosen by the chairman of 
the yachting team to be the sole US 
representative in boardsailing, one of the 
yachting disciplines, just as in the Olym¬ 
pics. 

This year the Maccabiah Games will 
host over 4,000 athletes, representing 38 
countries in 35 sports. Lest you think that 
this is a minor competition, consider this: 
Past Olympic stars Mitch Gaylord (gym¬ 
nastics, 1984) and Mark Spitz (seven 
gold medals in swimming, 1972) also 
attended the Maccabiah Games, which 
are held the year following every Olym¬ 
pics. 

Gladstein has been training hard for 
the past several months to get ready. All 
the competitors will be racing on the 
same standard course boards, not the 
seldom-used Division II hulls as in the 
Olympics. “I don’t know anyone who 
actually sails a Division 11 board except to 
train for Olympic trials," Gladstein com¬ 
mented. 

After the Games, Gladstein will return 
to the Northwest, spending the summer in 
the Gorge and racing in as many slalom 
events as he can. If you’re out there this 
summer, look for him in his distinctive 
pink van with several thousand stickers 
plastered on it .—Eric Sanford 

THE BIC SPORT 
SPEED TRIALS: 
BLOWOUT AT THE 
DITCH 


T here must be something about the 
expression “paying your dues." 
We all knew this was going to be a 
week-long event, but we weren't 
quite prepared for how it all started. The 
first day of competition of the Bic Sport 
Speed Trials held at the Ditch, March 31 
through April 9,1989, near South Padre 
Island, Texas, the race site was hastily 
sealed off early in the morning by local 
police. They had been called to the area 
by fishermen who reported that some guy 
was firing shots at them, just one-third of 
a mile away from us. The siege lasted four 
hours, ending any hopes of competing 
that day. 

We arrived at the Ditch at 7 a.m. on the 
second day of competition, convinced 
that it was definitely going to be a windy 
day. However, by 10 a.m. it became 
obvious that things just weren’t going to 
happen competitively that day. It was 
already too windy for the race crew to set 
up the sensitive timing equipment. Rid¬ 
ing across the Ditch in the inflatable was 
a dangerous life-threatening adventure; 
the thing almost flipped numerous times. 
A borrowed expedition-style tent flatly 
refused to put up with the wind and 
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Optional equipment shown. 



Rack your brains out. 


Go ahead.Try and think up one outdoor 
activity you can’t get to in the sporty new Isuzu 
Trooper RS.The feet is, besides deep-sea fishing 
you probably can’t. Because the versatile Isuzu 
Trooper RS really is a great vehicle for the great 
outdoors. Its four-wheel drive can get you and 
your two-wheeler up any mountain road .You’re 
on your own coming down. 

And withits powerful 2.6 litre fuel-injected 
engine,you cango fester thanawindsurfer with¬ 


out even gettingyourfeetwet. And,asyoucan 
see, the Trooper RS has enough headroom to 
fit a canoe. While inside, itb a regular boat .With 
plenty of room for five adults and all their gear. 
And our 4-door Trooper has even more room. 

. oo tf you like getting out, ns r^u | 
getrnto aTrooper RS. With all 1 j|§§& 

m 


tnese teatures, it’s a no brainer. 

IsuzulooperRS 


ISUZU 

























Philip Money, Jerry Crow, Lori Rafferty, and Brad Duffy. 


dragged the race crew down the muddy 
banks into the water. 

Mother Nature had won, and it was 
free sailing for those who braved the 50- 
to 60-mph gusts. Only six sailors did, 
while the rest of us meekly retreated to the 
safety of our automobiles where we could 
watch the spectacular wipeouts, body 
slams, and assorted face plants All 
agreed it was most unfortunate that the 
timing equipment couldn’t be installed 
that day because the brave speedsters 
were looking pretty darn fast, when you 
could see them. Visibility had been re¬ 
duced to less than 40 feet due to blowing 
dust, sand, debris, whatever—you name 
it, stuff flew in the air; even the port-a- 
potties were looking scary. 

The Ditch is actually the Brownsville 
Ship Channel, aptly nicknamed by the 
local fishermen and boaters. An im¬ 
proved waterway, 12 miles long by 400 
feet wide, it runs from the Gulf of Mexico 
inland to the port of Brownsville. The 
surrounding area is flat, flat, flat, with 
monotonous gray-green low-lying vege¬ 
tation and only a few rises in elevation 
consisting of small areas of slight sand/ 
clay hills. Guess it’s low-lying for a good 
reason—the wind really blows in this spot 
of Texas, and at a variety of directions 
depending on local temperature vari¬ 
ations and where the low- and high-pres¬ 
sure systems are moving. Wind from the 
south-southeast means speed sailing at 


And the winners are... 


the Ditch. If you're into dirt and dust, 
along with sticky mud, prickly cacti, and 
broken glass—the Ditch is fast! 

Although definitely not the place for 
sunbathers or recreational sailors, the 
Ditch is probably the site with the best 
potential in the States for setting speeds 
close to world records. But on the third 


LORI RAFFERTY 

day of competition, all 37 competitors 
were on the water enjoying the nice easy 
20- to 25-knot winds, getting a feel for the 
place, trying and tuning new equipment. 
The timing course was set up across the 
channel on the opposite side from the 
parking. With offshore winds ranging 
from 110 to 130 degrees, it was possible 


JOIN USB A 
TODAY! 


The U.S. Boardsailing Associaton is a non-profit volunteer organization 
dedicated to the improvement and promotion of boardsailing. Affiliated 
with the United States Yacht Racing Union, USBA strives to enhance the 
pleasures and solve the problems faced by the sport of boardsailing. 


USBA MEMBERSHIP FORM 


H 


Name — 
Address - 


City/State/Zip - 
Phone (days) — 
Phone (eves)— 


USBA Affiliated Club— 
USBA Sail Number*— 
Sail Number choice #1- 
choice #2- 
choice#3 - 


ZSSSdt***-** 

the next available number. _| 


USBA Annual Membership Dues Levels: 

$ 10.00 Individual: Current member of a USBA affiliate club. 
20.00 Individual: Not a member of a USBA affiliate club. 

50.00 Association/Club (number of members_). 

100.00 Sponsor/Shop/School/Dealership. 

250.00 Benefactor/Distributor/Small Manufacturer. 

500.00 Philanthropist/Manufacturer/Corporate Sponsor. 

Additional items available: 

$ 5.00 USBA Event Guidelines. 

10.00 1989-92 USYRU rule book. 

30.00 USYRU membership (includes USYRU rule book) 

50.00 Regatta liability insurance (for member organizations). 

Membership Benefits 

The regular membership fee entitles a member to: 

* A USBA yearbook containing useful information about the association 
and boardsailing related activities. 

* One year’s subscription to American Boardsailor, the 
USBA’s newsletter. 

* Participation in USBA ^ 

sanctioned events. 

* Sail number (may be any available d 
alpha-numeric number). 
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ADTR TESTED 


ROBBY NAISH 

SAIL: GAASTRA/RUSHWIND PROTOTYPE 
1ST PLACE, GORGE PRO-AM 

WHEN BRUCE PETERSON AND DAVE RUSSELL OF RUSHWIND, AMERICA'S HOTTEST NEW DESIGN TEAM, FUSED WITH GAASTRA'S 
JEFF MAGNAN AND THE AERODYNAMIC TEST RIG - THE RESULTS WERE EXPLOSIVE. 

TOGETHER THEY DEVELOPED A SLALOM SAIL THAT HARNESSED THE POWER AND ENERGY OF THEIR IDEAS INTO EVERY STITCH, SEAM 
AND PANEL. 

AT THE MOST PRESTIGIOUS SLALOM EVENT IN THE WORLD, THE GORGE PRO-AM - ROBBY NAISH TESTED THEIR SAIL AND BLEW 
AWAY THE COMPETITION, TAKING 1ST PLACE AND DOMINATING ONE OF THE TOUGHEST FIELDS EVER ASSEMBLED. 

NOW, AFTER A FURTHER 6 MONTHS OF RIGOROUS TESTING AND REFINEMENT ON THE WORLD CUP CIRCUIT, THE POWER A 
AND ENERGY OF 'THE FASTEST SLALOM SAIL IN THE WORLD' HAS BEEN UNLEASHED - THE GORGE SLALOM LE / \ 


ADTR TESTED 










TOBY ARMSTRONG 


Men’s Open Division 

1. Brad Duffy, California 45.08 mph 
(39.14 knots) 

2. Ferris Hamilton, California 44.81 
mph (38.96 knots) 

3. John Donovan, Montana 42.59 

mph (37.03 knots) 

4. Dave Luehrs, California 41.95 

mph (36.49 knots) 

5. Kail Wathne, California 41.64 

mph (36.21 knots) 

Women’s Division 

1. Lori Rafferty, California 37.45 

mph (32.52 knots) 

2. Blanche Montelongo, Texas 
33.72 mph (29.32 knots) 

3. Val Tudor, Texas 32.22 mph 
(28.02 knots) 


Masters’ Division 

1. Jerry Crow, Texas 42.11 mph 
(37.03 knots) 

2. Gene Bagley, Texas 40.95 

mph (35.61 knots) 

3. Toby Armstrong, Illinois 40.73 

mph (35.42 knots) 

4. Cortney Parks, Texas 40.36 

mph (35.09 knots) 

5. Byron Sykes, Texas 40.36 

mph (35.09 knots) 

Bic Division (Allegro Speed Gun- 
Production class) 


1 Philip Money, Texas 41.19 

mph (35.76 knots) 

2 Don McCormick, Texas 39.86 

SS" 39.71 mph 

ju£»ffine. California 38.89 

" P Fe ( frisHaSn!caMornia 38.68 

mph (33.63 knots) 


to sail in flat water as close to the shore as 
you dared. A couple of people even 
sailed too close and wham !—a face plant 
in the mud. 

Ferris Hamilton of the San Francisco 
Bay area set the pace for the men early in 
the contest and topped the day with a 
speed of 42.51 mph (36.69 knots), set on 
a stock off-the-shelf Hi-Tech slalom 
board. Close behind and hoping for more 
wind was another Bay-area speedster, 
Brad Duffy at 41.56 mph. Over in the 
masters' class, local sailor Jerry Crow 
had the best time of the day at 41.10 mph. 
In the women's class, another. Califor¬ 
nian, Lori Rafferty, topped out with a run 
at 34.77 mph on her brand-new Jimmy 
Lewis speed board. Philip Money, also a 
local sailor, showed what he could do in 
the Bic Production class and pushed the 
Allegro to 37.27 mph. At the end of that 
day, everyone was pretty excited with the 
speeds, and we all hoped for more wind. 

And then, on Saturday, April 9, it hap¬ 
pened again; another front came 
through. The race crew was on the site at 
6 a.m. getting ready for Big Blow Number 
Two. Rigs were double-checked, foot¬ 
straps tightened, helmets strapped on, 
even goggles were worn (a good idea as 
one person suffered from a scratched 
cornea several days prior). By 10 a.m. all 
serious speeders had entered the water 
and a dust brownout was starting to 
obscure the opposite side of the channel. 

The course was fast, but the condi¬ 
tions were awful. Incredible amounts of 
blowing sand made finding the actual 
course, even from 10 feet away, difficult if 
not impossible to see. It was so windy 
and sailors were screaming through the 
course so fast that wiping out at the end 
was, for many, the only way to stop. 

Sailing lasted non-stop until 5 p.m. 
The final couple hours of timing were 
actually enjoyable as the wind had 
veered just enough so it didn’t stir up as 
much silt (which ’ gets deposited by 
dredging). Earlier in the day the wind had 
gusted between 45 to 50 mph, but later 
settled down to a manageable 35 to 40 
mph. Beer flowed freely back on shore 
when it was all over... new records (see 
results) for American waters were estab¬ 
lished in all classes! 

The celebration began, and later that 
night all enjoyed a great feast served up 
by the South Padre Island Visitor and 
Convention Bureau. For the first time 
since the closure of the Ponds (ground- 
water recharging basins near Palm 
Springs, CA—considered by many the 
best speed site in the US), speedsailing 
had finally come back into its own in the 
good ol' USA. Records were set for a 100- 
meter course on national homewaters, 
and impressively enough, they weren’t 
too slow. Congratulations to all the com¬ 
petitors who paid their dues and survived 
the various blowouts at the Ditch, and 
also to Bic (especially rep Cliff Tudor) and 
Too Tail’s crew for putting on the contest, 


and to the following businesses who * 
graciously donated prizes. Da Kine, 
Serfiac Masts, Miller Beer, On The Beach, 
Barracuda Goggles, Splash, and True 
Ames Fins. We’ll be back for more next 
year.— Lori Rafferty 

WINNERS 

Brad Duffy —First Place Overall 
Top Speed: 45.08 mph (39.14 knots) 
Weight: 210 pounds Height: 6'3" 
Board: Eric Voigt 
Size: 17" x 8’10- 

Shape: Tri-concave bottom shape, sty¬ 
rofoam, carbon and epoxy 
Fin: Jimmy Lewis Speed by Rainbow Fin 
Co. 

Mast: North two-piece; epoxy tip, alumi¬ 
num bottom 

Sail: 4.1-meter custom North/Ezzy 

speed sail with 8 batten/6 cambers 
Booms etc.: Streamline 
Comments: ‘‘The Ditch is pretty hide¬ 
ous, an ugly hole, but it blows. When they 
find the right spot here, we'll get a world 
record. Our times were fairly good for the 
chop that was here." 

Lori Rafferty— First Place Women 
Top Speed: 37.45 mph (32.52 knots) 
Weight: 135 pounds Height: 5'8" 
Board: Jimmy Lewis 
Size: 15"x8'9" 

Shape: Single-to-double concave, 

Clark foam 

Fin: True Ames speed foil 

Mast: Serfiac Gold 

Sail: 3.5-meter RAF Neil Pryde Speed 

Sail 

Booms etc.: Windsurfing Hawaii 
Comments: "It was definitely one of 
the most memorable sailing experiences 
I've ever had. I’m glad I had a pair of 
goggles (Oakley eye shades) to live in; 
they saved my eyes." 

Jerry Crow— First Place Masters 
Top Speed: 42.11 mph (37.03 knots) 
Weight: 185 pounds Height: 6'4 a 
Board: Tropix by Cortney Parks 
Size: WxQ'Q m 
Shape: Not available 
Fin: Jimmy Lewis speed by Rainbow 
Mast: Serfiac gold 
Sail: 4.4-meter Gaastra Speed Foil 
Booms etc.: Not available 
Comments: "I’m glad it all came to¬ 
gether for a contest to work at the Ditch. 
We all knew it was fast." 

Philip Money— First Place Bic Produc¬ 
tion Class 

Top Speed:- 41.19 mph (35.76 knots) 
Weight: 185 pounds Height: 6T 
Board: Bic Allegro shaped by Jimmy 
Lewis 

Size: Not available 

Shape: Single-to-double concave 

Fin: True Ames Speed Foil 

Mast: Stock Bic 

Sail: 4.4-meter stock UP 

Booms etc.: Bic 

Comments: “Yep, the Ditch is one ugly 
place, but at least there’s wind.” 

WIN ffl | M 
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BARE wetsuits 

leaders in fashion and function , 
built tough to outlast the rest. 
Be a leader.. like Mark, / 
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Nathalie 

LeLievre 


BY TOM CAT PACE 


For Nathalie and Pierre, the future holds 
plans for a family and a career beyond 
racing. 

Tom Cat (TC): What do you like the 
best about racing? 

Nathalie LeLievre (NL): I like the 
competition itself; the satisfaction of 
doing well and successfully meeting 


Nathalie LeLievre hits an aerial for the judges of the wave event at the Marui/ 
O’Neill Invitational. 


. NL: Yes I don't really "tram" all that 
. much. There are some racers that like 
. to hang around beaches and make a 
. show of their practicing I really enjoy 
. going for long cruises on a race board 
. with Pierre and exploring parts of the 
. coast in Hyeres, France, where I live. 

. TC: You spend a lot of time with your 
. nephew Sebastian. What's it like doing 
. the World Cup with a six-year-old? 

. NL: It's actually some fun. I care for 
. Sebastian a lot and when he's with us it 
. takes my mind off of the daily pressures 
. and hassles of competition. We're a 
. family—it’s fun. 

. TC: You won the overall title three 
. years in a row and then came in 
second to Amck Graveline the fourth 
year. How hard was it to 
win the title back again? 
NL: It was a lot of work. 
To make the decision to 
go it alone without the 
support of a major board 
company was difficult, but 
it was better to go solo 
and get the equipment we 
needed to win. It wasn't 
any harder; it just required 
a lot more planning and 
preparation with the 
variety of new equipment 
to test and to get accus¬ 
tomed to. 

TC: How do you stay 
motivated to win races? 
NL: Last year the motiva¬ 
tion was to regain the title. 
This year it was really low 
in the beginning of the 
year, but winning does 
make it fun. There really 
isn't anything that I feel 
that I have to prove any¬ 
more. but with Sebastian 
it's easier and fun, and as 
long as I can do well, it's 
enjoyable. 

TC: How long will you 
keep racing? 

NL: It really depends on 
a lot of things. I would like 
to go to the Olympics in 

__ '92, so I'll probably be 

eric sanforo fairly active until then. If I 
, have a good season this year, I might 
. not go for the overall next year; instead 
. it might be fun to concentrate on just a 
. f ew races. It just depends on my per- 
. formance, contracts, and my sponsors. 

. Ideally, I'd like to do well, and having a 
. caddie on the water is great—most of 
. the time. [Pierre is quick to point out 
. that it backfires sometimes as well.] 

. TC: Now that you've had a coach- 
. trainer-caddie, do you think you could 

WINDRIDER 


challenges, and the recognition that 
comes from winning. 

TC: What do you like the least? 

NL: Lugging all of the equipment all 

around the world and not 

being able to stay in one place for very 

long. It's the same for a lot of people 

on the tour and it can be very difficult at 

times. 

TC: Can or do you separate fun sailing 
from “training"? 


N 


athalie LeLievre has been the 
most dominate force in women's 
professional boardsailing for the 
past five years. Though there 
. have been others that have been 
. competitive with her, no one has even 
. come close to matching her record. 

In the past five seasons, she has 
. won the women’s overall World Cup title 
. three consecutive times, was second 
. the fourth season to Anick Graveline, 

. and then recaptured the overall title 
. again in '88, a year supposedly 
. dominated by physically larger women. 

. At a petite 5'4", Nathalie is a shining 
. testimony that talent, ability, determina- 
. tion, and intense preparation can not 
. only be a winning package, but a 
. dominating force. 

Prior to her profes- 
. sional career, Nathalie 
. competed a bit in Division 
. II racing in Europe and 
. won the Tour de France, a 
. combined-discipline 
. marathon event that 
. wound its way through the 
. rivers of France. Since 
. becoming a pro, her 
. scorecard is impressive to 
. say the least. 

Many people, includ- 
. ing Nathalie herself, give 
. a lot'of credit for her 
. return to the top spot to 
. her companion-coach- 
. trainer Pierre Jeangirard. 

. Pierre is a former profes- 
. sional ski racer and 
. respected ski coach. In 
. 1983-84, he was one of 
. the best One-Design 
. course racers in the world 
. and excelled in the 
. Olympic windglider class, 

. continually dominating the 
. North American windg- 
. lider circuits. 

Nathalie met Pierre 
. while both were compet- 
. ing on the PBA (Profes- 
. sional Boardsailing 
Association) World Cup 
' circuit. While Pierre could 
well be competitive as a 
racer, he prefers to work with Nathalie 
’ as a team to win world titles—some- 
thing that the two of them have proven 
to be very successful at. Now, at 22, 
with four of those titles in her pocket, 

' whaf challenge is left? Certainly moti- 
' Sion has to be difficult-just as it must 

: be with Robby Naish; 

eaualv our past achievements (with ev- 
' ervone^unning for you), your satisfac- 
' liondtaWSbes with each performance. 



















THE RIGHT CONNECTIONS 


Whenever you're connected to your board or rig, 
you can count on Da Kine accessories to keep you in touch. 
The most comfortable footstraps, lightest booms, strongest 
harness lines and best fitting new FLEX™ harnesses. 

We've got the best connections. 




Da Kine Hawaii, Inc. . 211 West Kuiaha Road • Haiku. Maui • Hawaii . 96708 . (808) 575-2495 Reader Service 16 
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OR WRITE TO: 

MULTI-SAIL 1775 WHITTIER AVE. 
COSTA MESA. CALIFORNIA 92627 


Sportech International Limited in Canada 

890 Young St • Suite 402 • Ontario, Canada M4W3P4 • (416)967-6654 
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rounded safety noses • lateral woodie finbox 
• s-glass • reinforced heel area • EPS slalom race 
boards • manufactured in the gorge 

windance (503) 386-2131 

V sailboards 108 hwy. 35- hood river, or -97031 

Write or call for free brochure and sticker 


compete without one? 

Pierre: She could, for sure. 

NL: Well, I could do it, but I wouldn't 
We're a team and to do it alone again 
would be difficult, and I don’t know how 
much motivation I would have if Pierre 
wasn't with me. 

TC: What is the future for women in 
pro boardsailing? 

NL: It is about like the men’s. There 
are no new faces in the sport. As it is 
now, there are no schools or programs 
that are preparing sailors for the World 
Cup. Without a format for racers to 
develop skills, it’s hard to say where the 
new sailors will come from. There 
needs to be more training/entry-level 
circuits where winners progress to the 
next level and eventually on to World 
Cup. 

TC: Is it more difficult for women, even 
a consistent champion as yourself, to 
get sponsors? 

NL: Yes, sort of. Sponsorship is a lot 
of luck and connections 
—like anything else. If a woman is 
physically attractive she has a good 
chance of getting sponsorships even if 
she doesn’t have really good results. 
Then it’s up to her to get good results to 
maintain that sponsorship. For others, 
even pretty good results may not get 
them as good a sponsorship as the 
attractive women. It works the same 
with the men, but not to the same 
degree. 

TC: What is your favorite place in the 
world to sail? 

NL: Hyeres, definitely. Since it’s 
home, sailing there is relaxed, and 
there is no pressure to excel on the 
water. It's a beautiful part of France, 
and sailing along the coast and in 
between the small islands is really 
enjoyable. 

TC: What will you be doing in five 
years? 

NL: Probably working for one of my 
current sponsors in some area of the 
business. I'd like to make my perma¬ 
nent home in Hyeres, with Pierre and 
Sebastian, and maybe by then we'll be 
starting our own family. 

Regardless of how this World Cup 
season turns out, it is certain that 
Nathalie LeLievre has a clear image of 
her future—one of success, stability, 
and happiness. With her support group 
of Pierre and Sebastian, as well as 
sponsors North Sails, Quicksilver, and 
Kim, she is poised to take her fifth 
overall title, and is seemingly ready to 
meet any new challenge and could well 
be France's brightest hope for an 
Olympic medal in the '92 Games in 
Barcelona. ■ 


Pro sailor Tom Cat Pace is sponsored 
by Gaastra, Berky Composites Sail¬ 
boards, Oakley, Flat Island Fins, and 
Hawaiian Proline. 
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L ife, in general, seems to be gov¬ 
erned by a few basic principles. 
People want to be lazy; people 
want to save money; and people 
want to excel in the activities they 
pursue. None of these are too unusual 
by themselves, but unfortunately, these 
axioms are at odds with each other. 
Now, if something were to come along 
allowing one to achieve all three goals 
at once, it would be a monumental 
development. I’ve discovered a 
product that does this, and the fact that 
it’s windsurfing-related makes it all the 
better 

It’s called the Finsav, and rather than 
joining the multitude of other fin-saving 
devices in your tool kit, this one stands 
out by doing much more. In fact, 
saving your fin is not the most signifi¬ 
cant aspect of the Finsav at all. 

Perhaps they should rename it—Finmov 
or Finchang—because these are its 
real features. 

The Finsav is simply a device that 
replaces the fin slider plate. This 
sounds normal 
enough, but the 
Finsav looks noth¬ 
ing like a slider 
plate and its 
concept is so 
different, at first it’s 
a little hard to 
figure out without 
directions. 

Rather than a 
plate, the screw 
goes into a block 
consisting of a 
small rubber piece 
surrounded by a 
thin sheath of 
metal. By tighten¬ 
ing the screw, the 
rubber expands 
within the metal, 
which is the theory 
on which the 
device works. You 
simply expand the 
Finsav until it fills 
the groove in your 
finbox. It's held.in 
by pressure and is released by 
pressure. 

This feature is unique in its own right, 
but what’s really cool is that the 
pressure is adjustable, so if you only 
want your fin to release after hitting 
something really serious, like a reef as 
opposed to a floating stick, you can 
ension it accordingly. 

Now, that quality in itself should set 
he Finsav apart from the other devices 
on the market, but that's only how it can 

26 


4 4 4 4 4 

Changing 
Your Fin In 
A Snap— 
Shredtech’s 
Finsav 


BY TOM JAMES 


save you money. Fins costing $50 to 
$150 are well worth protecting with a 
Finsav, which only costs $10. But at 
this point, I’ve only shown one advan¬ 
tage What's really important is how 
you can stay lazy and still become a 
better windsurfer. 


We've all heard how different fins 
can make or break a board and that 
something as seemingly insignificant as 
fin positioning can make quite a 
difference in the way your board 
handles. However, in all my years of 
sailing, I have yet to see anyone (other 
than top racers) putting any real effort 
into experimentation with fins and fin 
placement. After all, who wants to 
waste time fiddling around with finding 
a screwdriver and changing or moving 


a fin in the middle of’a session? 

Laziness prevails when it comes to 
fins Most people buy a fin with a top 
sailor’s name on it and put it in the box 
the easiest way possible. If the fin is 
very thick and hard to move, they’ll 
work it back just far enough past the 
slot to fit, and the fin ends up forward. 
Otherwise, the fin goes where the slider 
ends up—whatever is easiest. 

With a Finsav, you simply adjust the 
tension for your box and desired 
tension and leave your screwdriver at 
home. To insert the fin, you just jam it 
into the box and the Finsav pops into 
the slot. Obviously, to remove it, you 
just pop it out of the box. 

Think about it; You’re on the water 
and decide you want to try changing 
your fin position, all you have to do is 
flip the board over, knock the fin back, 
slide it to the new position, and knock it 
back in. With one in each of your fins, 
you can easily change from fin to fin, 
dialing in the best one for the current 
conditions. If it weren't that easy, you 
wouldn’t do it, but 
with a Finsav, it’s 
actually fun playing 
around with 
changing your fins. 

Even though 
Shredtech, the 
company that 
produces the 
Finsav, has gone 
through a lot of 
trouble trying to 
make their design 
fit all the finboxes 
on the market, I still 
encountered some 
problems. They 
provide instructions 
and the necessary 
washers and shims 
for most fitting 
problems, but on 
some boxes, I had 
to file the fin tab to 
get the screw head 
below the box level, 
and if the box is 
deep, there are 
some cases in which you just can’t get 
the thing to work without getting a 
longer screw. 

Other than these small problems 
which can be overcome, the Finsav 
works great. Besides saving your fin 
and saving you money, the Finsav will 
eventually allow you to become a better 
sailor by enabling you to play with your 
fins easily. For more information, 
contact Shredtech, 2010 Moore Street, 
Bellingham, WA 98226. ■ 

JULY 1989 
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I t may seem simple, but, when 
racing, your technique for adjusting 
your mast track and centerboard 
can win or lose you valuable 
. places. Even when free sailing, you'll 
. enjoy yourself a lot more if you are 
. adept at making the transition from 
upwind to reaching and back. 

In this issue's tip. I'll cover the transi¬ 
tion from sailing upwind to bearing off, 
kicking up your centerboard, pulling 
your mast track back, and sailing off on 
a reach. 

The first thing you must do is make 


Rounding 

The 

Windward 

Mark 


BY PAUL COUTTS 


sure that your board is in good working 
order If your track is corroded and full 
of sand or if your centerboard is too 
tight in the well, then you’re going to 
have problems. It’s a good idea to 
remove and clean your mast track 
every so often. When your centerboard 
gets roughed up from sand grinding in 
the well, wetsanding the centerboard 
and the inside of the well will help the 
centerboard pivot more smoothly. 
Silicone spray works well as a lubricant 
for both centerboards and mast tracks. 

First, let’s assume that you’re ap- 










































proaching the windward mark and both 
feet are in the beating straps. If you’re 
planing, you’ll need to start this 
maneuver 10 to 20 feet from the buoy. 
The first thing you'll need to do is 
unhook and come out of the beating 
straps. One foot should be behind the 
centerboard and the other should be 
even with the mast track pedal, but out 
on the rail to steady the board. 

At this point, it’s important to keep 
the board flat, as this puts less pressure 
on the centerboard and makes it easier 
to retract. As you pass by the mark and 
no longer need the centerboard, it 
should be retracted. Place your back 
foot behind the head of the centerboard 
and kick it forward, all the way up if 
possible. 

If the centerboard is very tight in the 
well or if the conditions are rough, you 
may not be able to push it all the way 
up with your back foot. In this case, 
step back with your back foot and push 
the centerboard the rest of the way up 
with your front foot. From there, your 
front foot can go straight to the mast 
track pedal, depressing it and enabling 
you to pull the mast track back. 

It’s important to fully retract the cen¬ 
terboard before you pull the mast track 
back, which can be easier if you sheet 
out a little as you pull back. Sheeting 
out lets the power out of the sail, which 
is pushing the rig forward. 

All of this should be done as you 
pass the mark and bear off slowly. 

Once the centerboard is retracted and 
the rig moved to the back position in 
the track, you can step back into the 
reaching straps and head off to the 
next mark. 

It is helpful to sail fast if you have to 
point really high and pinch on your final 
approach to the mark, especially as you 
have to wait until you actually pass the 
mark before beginning to adjust for the 
reach. For this reason, I often try to 
approach the mark slightly high by aim¬ 
ing five to 10 feet above it. By doing 
this I can kick the centerboard halfway 
up and begin to bear off before I reach 
the mark. Then, as I pass the mark, I'll 
be moving quite a bit faster than close- 
hauled speed. The board is less tipsy 
with the centerboard halfway up, so I 
can stand farther back, and as I pass 
the mark, it's very easy to push the cen¬ 
terboard the rest of the way up and pull 
the rig back on the track. By using this 
method, it's easy to keep planing the 
whole way through the transition and 
onto the reach. 

Remember to keep the board flat 
while retracting the centerboard and 
sheet out a little as you pull the rig 
back. Happy sailing. 1 


Pro sailor Paul Coutts is sponsored by 
Fanatic, ART, Body Glove, Carrera, and 
Power Bar. 



For a new color brochure and piranha sticker: 
Send $2.00 to our new factory and showroom. 
Dill Sailboards, 1020 Wasco, Hood River, OR 
97031 or call 503/386-6202. 
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SEEING IS 
BELIEVING 

LEARN THE TEN HOTTEST 
SHORTBOARD TRICKS FROM 
THIS HOT NEW VIDEO 

Join Ian Boyd, one of the hottest 
boardsailing talents to splash on today's 
scene, and enjoy his unique and ag¬ 
gressive style. 

TRICKS OF THE TRADE demonstrates 
many shortboard techniques and tricks 
that were pioneered and mastered by Ian. This boardsail¬ 
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mental picture. 
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■20 minutes running time 

■Available exclusively through WindRider Magazine. 
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Mt. Morris. IL 61045 

I YES! Send me copies o( WindRider's Tricks ol the Trade at $19.95 

each, plus $2 shipping and handling per copy (Florida residents add 
6% sales tax). Allow tour weeks for delivery. 

Enclosed is my check or money order lor $ __ 

8 Name._ 

Address_ 
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| State___Zip_ 

■ Order by phone with your Visa. American Express, or MasterCard. 

i Call Toll Free 

1-800-992-2177(inn. 1-800-892-0753) 
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T he only certainties in life are 

taxes, death, and (if you own a 
board) teaching your friends 
how to windsurf. If you’re 
. anything like I was, you just wanted to 
. send them over to the nearest certified 
. instructor and have them learn the right 
. way. But, your friends “ ..won’t need 
. much teaching—just a few tips,” and of 
. course, they’ll need to borrow your 
. board. Besides, there are some 
. windfalls involved with teaching 
. someone. 

I know you think it’s going to be an 
. epic, showing someone how to sail. 

. But just because you grueled for days 
. trying to learn the sport on your own, 

. your friends shouldn’t have to if , and I 
. mean if, you keep a few basics in mind 
. while teaching. 

First off, make sure the board is big 
. enough for the student. Don’t expect 
. her to jump on a 12-year-old’s high- 
. wind board and 
. learn to windsurf. If 
. the board is big 
. enough, at least 10 
. feet long (the 
. bigger, the better), 

. make sure that it's 
. rigged properly. 

. When stuff is falling 
. apart you can’t 
. teach someone to 
. windsurf no matter 
. how good an in- 
. structor you are or 
. how good a student 
. she is. 

Second, make 
. sure you start her at 
. a beach where the 
. wind is blowing 
. somewhat toward 
the shore instead of 
away from it. This 
way, when she starts 
messing up, at least 
she’ll drift toward the beach instead of 
away from it. Also, go to a beach 
where there are not a lot of obstruc¬ 
tions. Sure, you can launch off the end 
of a pier, but a beginner needs a 
friendly beach that's easy to wade 
around in. Finally, try to teach on a day 
that's not windy. This way, the student 
will have a much easier time, and you 
won’t be so tempted to hop on the 
board yourself and give it a whirl. 

Most important when teaching, you 
want to look like you know what you're 
doing—to instill faith in your pupil. So 
Dull the sail up and check the boom 
leight for her. With the mast foot and 
your feet on the same plane, the booms 
must be somewhere between your 
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HowTo 
Teach Your 
Female 
Friends To 
Sail 


BY TOM JAMES 


student's chest and eye level. That's 
chest and eye level, not eyes at chest 
level. Anyhow, if the booms aren't in 
that range, adjust them. With this done, 
hit the water. ■ 


There are only three things you'll 
need to get the student to accomplish: 
uphaul, sail, and tack... and maybe 
jibe, if you want her to come back to 
the beach and start talking about 
moving to the Gorge. I've found that 
it’s most helpful if the student has some 
grasp of the concept of wind direction 
and the relative points of sail. So using 
a stick in the sand, draw a wind “clock" 
that shows the direction to sail in and 
the zone into the wind where it will be 
impossible to sail. Also, explain what a 
tack and a jibe is. 

Once she grasps this, you can set 
up a mock simulator by taking the fin 
out of your board and teaching on the 
sand. But, most likely, she'll want to 


. get in the water as soon as possible, so 
. wade her out to waist-deep water, and 
. slide the mast around the board so the 
. tip of it is pointing 90 degrees off the 
. side of the board. Go deep enough to 
. have the daggerboard down and put 
. the mast track toward its back position. 

Now she’s ready to uphaul, so have 
. her hop onto the board, putting one foot 
. on each side of the mast, centered on 
. the width of the board, and comfortably 
. spread. While uphauling, make sure 
. she keeps her back straight, knees 
. bent, and mast pointing 90 degrees off 
. the side of the board. At this point, let 
. her practice slowly leaning back and 
. allowing the water to drain off the sail. 

It’s important at this point to keep her 
. enthusiasm in check and not let her 
. jump into things. When she gets used 
. to the board's movements during 
. uphauling, have her uphaul the sail by 
. "climbing" up the uphaul line, hand 
over hand, until the 
sail and booms are 
completely out of the 
water. At this point, 
make sure she keeps 
her arms extended 
and knees bent so 
the wind can 
naturally swing her 
around to the 
direction in which 
she should sail. It 
usually helps to tell 
her to sail perpen¬ 
dicular to the 
direction the* wind is 
blowing. 

Some people 
teach that once you 
get the sail out of the 
water, you should 
grab onto the mast 
with both hands just 
under the booms. 

This is called the 
basic position. You can also teach her 
to hold on to the uphaul, but that’s the 
old style. From the position of holding 
on to the mast, you should have the 
student learn the most basic of tacks. 

Tell her that tacks are necessary to get 
her back to where she started. 

To teach a simple tack from the 
basic position, have your friend slowly 
swing the sail toward the back of the 
board while keeping her arms straight. 
Simultaneously, she should take small 
steps around the front of the mast. This 
should swing the board 180 degrees 
from where she started. Once she has 
this down, you can send her on her 
way. 

If you want, you can also show her a 
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jibe before she takes off Just don't 
send her off without knowing how to do 
one turn or another, or else it will be you 
swimming out after her to sail back in. 

A jibe from the basic position is just the 
opposite of a tack, perhaps easier. 

To jibe, have her swing the sail over 
the nose of the board and take small 
steps around the back of the mast until 
she is facing the other direction. As 
long you have her board perpendicular 
to the wind, pointing on a reach, she’ll 
be ready to sail. Since there is quite a 
bit involved with the actual teaching of 
sailing technique, I’ll only give you a 
few tips here. 

First, from the basic position—knees 
bent, back straight, and holding the 
mast with both hands just under the 
booms—have the student let go with 
her back hand and step back so her 
front foot is along the side of the mast. 
Her back foot should be in the center of 
the board, pointing toward a rail, and 
the sail should be luffing so that the 
clew is pointing straight downwind. 

The student should then pull the 
mast in toward herself until it is right 
over the center of the board. Only then, 
should she grab the boom with her 
back hand in approximately the normal 
sailing position. Have the sailor 
practice grabbing the boom only after 
the rig is in the position mentioned 
above. Also, don’t let her worry about 
getting her front hand on the boom right 
away. It’s easiest for beginners to get a 
feel for sailing with the hand on the 
mast. Once she is ready to put her 
front hand on the boom, make sure she 
doesn’t grip too far back. 

Basically, she’ll be sailing at this 
point and getting increasingly farther 
away from you. So, here are some 
good things you’ll have to be yelling. 

“STAND UP STRAIGHT, GET THE 
MAST OVER THE BOARD!’’ Don’t let 
the rig pull her into the position of a 
beginning waterskier—legs straight, 
butt out, and bent at the waist. 

“LET GO WITH YOUR BACK HAND!’’ 
This is one of the best commands. Say 
it whenever the sailor is going to get 
pulled over by the sail. 

“POINT THE MAST TOWARD THE 
NOSE OF THE BOARD!” This will get 
her to fall off the wind. By the way, 
never say “fall off" when you mean bear 
off. 

“LOWER YOUR BACK BOOM END 
TOWARD THE WATER!" This will get 
her to head up and make some 
progress to windward. 

“DROP THE SAIL AND SQUAT 
DOWN. DROP THE SAIL!!!!” Say this 
when she is going to run into a pier. 

Now, the next step in this learning 
process is to teach your student that 
she needs all your old gear. ■ 

Editor's Note: This tip also works for 
females teaching males! 
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Canada: 514-336-7745 
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The Florida 89 is so comfortable, thanks to its stretchy, breathable 
4mm neoprene, and so rugged, with its injected rubber sole. It’s 
designed to keep you in complete control and help you feel the 
board. Your feet will beg you to keep them on. Available in 6 sizes 
and 5 colors at your local dealer. Try the Florida 89 now and don’t 
settle for imitations. 
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P.O. Box 810, Sag 
Harbor, NY 11963, 
516-725-9545 
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Heavyweight 
Windsurfing: 
The Big 
Picture 


BY BRIAN BENEDICT 


fifty-five pounds!! There are birds that 
can fly around near that weight! 
Furthermore, according to windsurfing's 
parameters, a super-heavyweight is 
someone over 180 pounds. One 


I t's bad enough that every one of 
those computerized scales that 
abound in health food stores spits 
out the message, "You are 28 
pounds overweight, eat less choles¬ 
terol, more oat bran, or resign yourself 
living the life of a social outcast." 

I even thought that I might have 
chosen the wrong post-college athletic 
pursuit when I attended my first 
Windsurfer regatta four years ago. As I 
slogged around the course, the 51st 
person to lap me was a pleasant older 
woman who remarked, “Pardon me, but 
that a submarine that you’re sailing?" 
With a very bruised ego, I did a “sink 
jibe" (at 215 pounds there is no other 
type of jibe) and limped in toward the 
beach. Afterward, as I sat on the 
beach indulging in 
Twinkie, I 
resolved never, 
to windsurf 
again. 

Things change, 
equipment 
changes, and my 
introspective 
decision not to sail 
has been 
reversed—I'm 
sailing again. With 
he advent of 
Digger, lighter 
boards; bigger, 
powerful, and 
efficient rigs; 
can plane longer 
earlier than 
You can, too. 

Bigger fins have 
helped me tremen¬ 
dously and better 
construction tech¬ 
niques ensure that 
no longer break 
boards in half the 
time out. 

In the text that 
follows, I hope to 
shed some light on 
some of the 
equipment that I've 
found to work well 
the “true" 
heavyweight, and 

that term I mean 180 pounds (or so) 
up. Windsurfing standards have a 
rather warped sense of perspective 
about the terms heavyweight and 
super-heavyweight. 

After consulting with my friend Sean 
Hawes (who at 140 pounds sails like a 
leavyweight), I found out that most re- 
jattas refer to anyone over 155 pounds 
a heavyweight. One hundred and 
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hundred and eighty? I'm sorry, but 
we're talking about big boys in leather 
aprons trying to push each other out of 
a small circle somewhere in the Far 
East to qualify for a super-heavyweight. 
Anyway, it doesn't hurt to clarify exactly 
what weight and perspective I'm speak¬ 
ing from. 

UP ON THE BIG BOARD 


Obviously, the most important piece 
of equipment for the big person is the 
big board. Most of the bigger produc¬ 
tion boards (220 liters and up) work well 
for heavy folks. Today's full-size boards 
with EPS cores float very well and any 
heavy person would be happy with 
them. The boards in the smaller size 
ranges are another story. 

How many times has this happened 
to you: It's blowing 10 knots, you’ve 
had a tough day at work. Hurriedly, you 
rig. You hit the water brimming with 
excitement. You’re about to push over 
that bow wave on your 9'6" and plane 
off when suddenly, out of nowhere, your 
worst nightmare blows by you. There 
he is, Larry Lightweight, fully planed up 
on a 6.5m. Your 7.3m just isn’t big 

enough yet and you 
return to the beach 
for a doughnut Un¬ 
fortunately, there’s 
still a small differ¬ 
ence in planing 
ability on the very 
low end of the 
scale, but the 
difference seems 
ever smaller as the 
technology within 
the sport gets more 
advanced. So 
that's the bad news: 
None of us are 
going to blow by a 
guy like Mike 
Gebhardt in 10 
knots on a slalom 
board. Nonethe¬ 
less, being large 
does have its ad¬ 
vantages... 

BIGGER IS 
BETTER (IN 
HIGH WINDS) 

Vindication is 
near for those of us 
of voluminous 
stature who don’t 
wish to diet. If you 
live in an area 
where you do have 
the occasional 15- 

- knot-plus blow, 

being big is actually an asset. When 
the wind blows planing speed and the 
quiche-eating contingent is having 
difficulties keeping those 9'6" slalom 
boards in the water, you'll find yourself 
coming into your own. 

Bigger people can power bigger 
boards for longer periods of time. And 
in that oh-so-rare but heaven-sent 20- 
knot blow, smaller people have less of 
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an appetite for controlling the bigger, 
lighter slalom boards available today 
and usually switch to a smaller, 
narrower, thinner board. Meanwhile, 
we’re "dominating" the water while they 
frantically drag out the small stuff. And 
wouldn’t we all rather dominate the 
water than the dinner table? 

Seriously, a slalom board for a big 
guy (180-pounds plus) should be 
anything over 110 liters, normally 
between 9'2" and 10 feet. Of course, if 
you live in a windy area and have some 
disposable income, you could supple¬ 
ment this board with another less floaty 
one. One short board, in most in¬ 
stances, is sufficient. Durability is 
critical for a big person, and many of 
the production slalom boards available 
are fantastic choices. Custom boards 
are excellent as well, but because Clark 
Foam is a bit heavier than EPS, you’ll . 
need a bigger polyester board than its 
EPS cousin. 

SAIL SIZE 

Sail size is critical. When I first 
learned to sail, some windsurfing 
purists thought is was ludicrous to put a 
6.6m on a slalom board. Today, there 
are very functional sails in the 7.5 to 8.1 
range that the portly have the preroga¬ 
tive to pursue. (Gorge residents may 
. skip the last sentence.) On a big 
board, I have seen sails around 11.0 in 
use, though when it comes to that, most 
of us would rather use something 
around 9.0 and pump a bit, or come off 
the water and barbecue. 

I would be remiss if I didn’t touch on 
the overused word "efficient” from the 
heavyweight’s perspective. Many times 
I’ve been burned by using a smaller, 
more efficient sail when I could have 
been planing on a larger, less efficient 
sail. If you're not planing, you're slow! 
Rig big for the lulls. In a nutshell- 
planing inefficiently is much better than 
not planing efficiently. Fortunately, for 
us, most sail companies are now 
making big and efficient, aesthetically 
pleasing sails. Ah, the best of both 
worlds! 

Any kind of "induced-type” sail 
seems to work the best for the full- 
bodied sailor, especially in the larger 
sizes. These sails seem to maintain. 
their performance characteristics even 
in the holes. There is a drawback to 
these fully cambered sails that's well 
worth mentioning: They do take 
additional time to rig and derig, which 
cuts into snack time. RAF-type sails 
might be a better choice—-the time you 
save rigging may get you to the grocery 
store a bit earlier to beat the rush. 

I rig my sails with a bit less outhaul 
tension than my lighter friends. This 
seems to give me a bit more drive 
upwind in chop, as well as more speed 
off the wind in marginal conditions. 
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FIN SELECTION 

Fin selection for the heavy guy is a 
great deal different than for a light¬ 
weight. The average big boardhead on 
a longboard should be using at least a 
12-inch fin for light air, perhaps even 
larger. These fins, in less than 10 
knots, should be very long on the base, 
in other words, have a longer chord 
length. I use a 12-inch fin on a long- 
board virtually all of the time; I do 
change to a 12-inch fin of shorter chord 
length in nearly out-of-control condi¬ 
tions. 

On a slalom board (my board is 9’5" 
by 115 liters), I use the smaller chord 
12-inch fin in light air, then switch to an 
11-inch fin of the same outline in over 
20 knots. If you like the "pointer" type 
of fin which is currently in vogue, be 
consistent and get the same type of fin 
in the smaller size range. It’s been my 
experience that fins of the same outline 
and foil, but just smaller, have the same 
jibing characteristics. 

An added advantage to being big is 
that we can power this type of fin when 
people of lighter substance complain 
about the board railing up into the wind. 
The two people I train with always com¬ 
plain about this phenomenon just about 
the time when I’m enjoying myself, 
torquing those booms a bit, leaning 
back, feeling the power of the wind. 
They both weigh about 150. My heart 
bleeds for them. 

BOOMS FOR THE BIGGIES 

The topic of boom height for the big 
fella seems innocuous enough, but I’ve 
actually found it to be rather important, 
especially in lighter winds. I went 
through a stage in my racing career 
with very low booms, and I found that I 
needed a ridiculous amount of wind to 
get up and going. Once I moved them 
up to chin height, I could plane much 
earlier. Believe me, this is true! Some 
of my best successes have come in 
fluky winds, and I can attribute this to 
higher booms. Once the wind does 
pick up to the point where small 
animals are blowing horizontally in the 
wind, boom height is less critical... 

Hopefully, the needs of the big 
boardsailor won’t be further neglected. 
Take heart, there are more of us out 
there than you realize. Stand up! 

Come out of the kitchen! Just remem¬ 
ber that the next time you are passed 
by a swarm of lightweights in sub¬ 
planing conditions, somewhere in the 
world one of us is fully planed up, 
loving life! Eat well! ■ 


Brian Benedict, 30, one of the original 
Fat Boys, hovers around 190 pounds. 
He is sponsored by North Sails, AHD, 
Gorge Technology, Bolte, Sun East, 
and Wind and Surf. 
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A planing aerial jibe is a type of 
jump jibe that allows you to get 
truly “aerial" and still plane out 
of your turn. This technique is 
totally different than the conventional 
jump jibe, which leaves you stalled, 
dead in the water, with a one, two, 
splat! The main differences between 
this type of technique and a standard 
jump jibe is that your feet remain in the 
straps throughout the air turn, you land 
on the leeward rail on a dead downwind 
course, and you plane out of the jibe. 

As the photos illustrate, a planing 
aerial jibe is basically a combination of 
a chop hop and a standard boom-to- 
boom jibe. The first half of the transition 
is performed in the air while the second 
is completed on the water. It’s fast and 
flashy, so come on and give it a try. 
Jump jibe specialists should not have 
trouble mastering this one! 

Start on a full plane and locate a 
small steep piece of chop to launch 
from. When a ramp has been found, 
focus on it and commit to the maneu¬ 
ver. Turn slightly to windward as you 
drive up the small wave face and 
extend your body as you prepare to get 
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The Planing 
Aerial Jibe 


BY IAN BOYD 


. air. Turning the board sideways at 
. take-off starts your air turn and allows 
. the board to get added lift from the 
. wind. This technique is exactly the 
. same as basic chop hopping, except 
. you want to land sailing off the wind, 

. rather than on a close reach. 

Once airborne, drive the board off 
. the wind by simply kicking the tail to 
. windward while slightly oversheeting in 
. the sail. Extend your front leg and tuck 
. your back leg close to your body as 
. you carve the air turn. It's important to 
. keep your body weight back over the 
. tail throughout the aerial. This will 
. prevent you from being pulled over the 
. nose of the board or catapulting upon 
. landing. 

Just before touchdown, begin to ex- 




g Release the clew and switch your feet. 
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. tend your legs to absorb the landing. 

. Ideally, you want to land planing on the 
. leeward rail on a dead downwind 
. course, however, when learning it’s 
. best to just develop a feeling for this 
. unusual angle of landing. With practice 
. you can refine the maneuver to meet 
. your particular style for completing 
. aerial jibes. 

Upon landing, continue to carve the 
, initiated air turn by oversheeting the sail 
. and applying moderate pressure to the 
. leeward rail. Photos four, five, and six 
. are exactly the same as the final steps 
. of a standard boom-to-boom jibe. As 
. you redirect onto the new tack, release 
. the clew with your back hand and 
. reach for the new side. Switch your 
. feet, sheet in the sail, and you’re out of 
. there! You now have another jump jibe 
, to add to your bag of tricks. ■ 


. Ian Boyd is a regular contributor to 
. WindRider. He lives and trains on Maui 
. and is sponsored by North Sails 
. Windsurfing, O'Neill Wetsuits, O'Neill 
. Sportswear, and Rainbow Fin Com¬ 
pany. 
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YOU KNOW WHAT THEY SAY ABOUT «IB( 
WHO KEEP THER SOCKS ON. 


They say they like it wet. 
They say that to hit the surf, 
dive the depths, soak the sand, 
a man's gotta wear what a 



man's gotta wear. And so does 
a woman. The new Nike Aqua 
Sock, Aqua Sock Too and 
Aqua Boot. By land, or 


by sea, this is how 
to make waves. 


To find the Nike Aqua Socks and Boot,call 1-800-344-NIKE. 










PULLING THE 

STRINGS 

Rigging Is Necessary, But Tuning Is An Art 


BY TOM JAMES 


I 'm not one to turn to the dictionary in matters concerning 
windsurfing, for it is my contention that those guys never sailed. 
However, in the case of tuning, I think they’re right on the mark. 
The dictionary calls it: "To adjust for maximum performance.” 
That certainly sounds like its coming from a windsurfer to me. At 
the least it’s most certainly something a windsurfer wants to do. 
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One of the main problems with tuning 

• is that people often confuse it with plain 

• rigging, or worse, not even realize that a 

• sail needs any tuning at all. Rigging is a 

• necessity to sail, but tuning it is an art. 

• Tuning your rig requires analyzing your 

• sail to feel if it's working properly. If it isn't, 

• you have to recognize what's wrong and 

• know how to fix it. Your sail could look ■ 

• good, but be way out of tune at the same • 

• time and this is where the real problem ■ 

• occurs. 

•. On the beach, the differences in ap- • 

• pearance of rigged sails and tuned sails • 

• are often trivial, but the differences in • 

• performance on the water are substan- • 

■ tial. Barry Spanier of Maui Sails and Neil • 

' Pryde Sails emphasizes this point by • 

■ stating that even if the sail is perfectly • 
smooth and clean without any wrinkles, it • 


still could be totally wrong. Spanier says 
that an adjustment as little as half an inch 
could make a major change in your sail's 
performance. 

Spanier is not the only designer with 
these thoughts. “Tuning is incredibly im¬ 
portant," says racer and Waddell Sails 
designer Trevor Bayiis. “Unless you get 
the sail to look as the designer intended it 
to look, you can't tell if it's working cor¬ 
rectly. The best sail in the world is useless 
if it's tuned poorly." 


RIGGING 


Everyone who sails pretty much knows 
how to rig—even the guy whose sail looks 
terrible managed to get his sail rigged. 
He just didn't tune it, let alone fine-tune it. 
You rig for the day, but tune for the 
moment. For example, you look out on 


the water, see the wind hovering between 
15 and 20 knots. You decide that it is 5.5 
conditions and rig up. You look at the 
water and see that it's dying a bit, so you 

tune your sail by bagging it out a bit. Then 

you hit the water and find you’re a bit 
overpowered or underpowered. This is 
when you fine-tune. If you couldn't tune 
your sail, you'd probably have to rerig, 
but sails are made to cover a wind range 
and this wind range is greatly increased 
with tuning. 


TUNING 


On the surface, tuning your sail should 
be a relatively easy proposition. After all, 
there are only two strings to pull—the 
outhaul and the downhaul. But on closer 
inspection, this is not the case. As 
Spanier put it, “The sailboard sail is the 
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TtfERESONETHING 
WLL NEVERGETOUT 
OF 0URTOH10NS. 




Skunked. 

That’s because we’ve made a dramatic 
new breakthrough in skunk warfare. A first 
in the windsurfing industry. 

Sailboard Vacations” proudly introduces 
“Windlnsurance””. 

Here’s the deal: 

Come visit us in Aruba any time during 
the months of June, July or August, and we 
will guarantee you’ll have winds of 
15 mph or more for 70% of the time you’re 
on the water. If for any reason the world 
famous Aruban winds do not cooperate with 
your vacation, we’ll give you your money 
back on your accommodations and equip¬ 


ment rental. Cost of Windlnsurance, a mere 
$35.00 per person 

It’s as simple as that You get wind, or 
your accommodations and rentals are free 
So, for sun-drenched water-starting, jib-, 
ing, chop-hopping, and speed-sailing, come 
to that two-mile stretch of white sandy 
beach and azure water known throughout 


the world as Fisherman’s Huts. And let 
Sailboard Vacations guarantee you a summer 
windsurfing vacation that won't stink. 

Call us today at 1-800-252-1070. 


VAGfflON 


200 Church Street, Weston, MA 02193 

Take a trip to Aruba with us for only 
$12.95. Send for our Aniba Travel 
Video. Purchase price will be credited 
towards your vacation 
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Tune the headcap so you don’t have to use 
any base extension (unless the manufacturer 
recommends otherwise), especially on 
smaller sails. 


* most infinitely variable thing in the sailing 

* world." I: has to account for all sorts of 

* different masts, mast-track placements, 

* footstrap placements, boom height, wa- 

* ter conditions, points of sail, and not to 

* mention the variety of sailors’ sizes. 
' Amazingly enough, all these variables 

* can be accounted for by "pulling the 

* strings" in the right ways. 


THE MAST 


The first step to a properly tuned sail is 

• putting it on the right mast. Unfortunately, 

• for most people, the only real way to know 

• if you have the right mast or not is to 

• consult the manufacturer or shop. 

• For the most part, we’re going to as- 

• sume that you have a mast that is recom- 

• mended for your sail. No amount of 

• tuning will make a sail work right on the 

• wrong mast. There are a variety of differ- 

• ent ways your mast can be wrong for your 

• sail. It can be too stiff, too soft, have the 

• right stiffness but wrong bend character- 

• istics, or it can even be the right mast but 

• thrown out of sync by overextension. In 
■ some cases you can get your sail to look 

• right on the wrong mast, but its perform- 

• ance will be off. In general, if your mast is 

• too stiff, the sail will feel very twitchy and 

• it will have a terrible low end. It might look 


• good, not having any distortion, but the 

• leech will be very tight, which doesn't 

• allow it to twist, and the battens will be 

■ overrotated and "S-ing” near the luff. 

Another sure hint that your mast is too 
’ stiff is that the sail will be extra-hard to 

• downhaul. If your mast is too soft it will 

• also look pretty good until you get it in 

• some wind. This sail will be very hard to 

• control in high winds. The sail will tend to 

• backwind easily and it will have numer- 

• ous wrinkles throughout the body be- 

• cause of excessive bend in the center of 

• the mast. The way to tell on the beach if 

• your mast is too soft is that the draft will be 

• aft, the leech will be very loose and floppy, 

• and the luff of the sail will be flat. 

Common mismatches in bend include 

• having too stiff of a tip, which will cause 

• excessive leech tension, or too soft of a 

• body, which produces radiating wrinkles 

• in the sail body during gusts. On small 

• sails with adjustable headcaps some 

• manufacturers recommend equal base 

• and headcap adjustment, while others 

• recommend that the base have no exten- 

• sion and all the adjustment come from the 

• headcap. 

Doug Van Zant, designer/owner of 

■ Hurricane Sails, says he builds his sails 

• with luff curves built to adjust the cap all 


j the way out and use no base extension. 
’ This, he says, serves two purposes: First, 
' it's quicker and easier to rig if you know 
j that your base needs no extension and 
j the downhaul should go all the way to the 
' cleat, second, it prevents the sailor from 
putting the thicker, heavier parts of the 
' mast up higher in the air. The more 
’ weight up there, he says, the heavier the 
rig feels If you know you have the wrong 
mast, Barry Spamer recommends trying 
to get the sail into the proper shape, 
rather than pulling it flat and tight until the 
' wrinkles disappear 

• [- I 

"Downhaul is very important on most 

• of the new sails,” says Blake Richards of 

• Northwave Sails. He explains that today's 

• sails are cut to use very little outhaul and 

• much more tuning can be done with the 

• downhaul than just pulling it tight. 

• Richards, along with Waddell’s Trevor 

• Baylis, recommends downhauling the sail 

• until the head starts to open up and the 

• leech starts to sag. This ensures the 

• proper twist in the sail. Richard’s rule of 

• thumb is more downhaul for better han- 

• dling—especially in high winds—and less 

• downhaul if you want power. However, 

• he cautions that giving too much downhaul 

• will not give the most control. As you pull 

• your downhaul past the point where the 

• leech is starting to sag, the leech tension 

• decreases to the point where it's floppy, 
and the head will flatten out so much that 
it will make the sail more likely to back- 
wind. 

Not enough downhaul is one of the 

• most common problems according to 

• Pryde’s Barry Spanier. "Unless someone 

• explains tuning, most people are lost in 

• space. They’re really suffering out on the 

• water with improperly rigged sails." He 

• says it’s not uncommon to see people on 

• the water with their downhaul six inches 

• too loose. The obvious signs of this are 

• extreme horizontal wrinkles running 

• across the sail at the luff and a cupped 

• boom slot. Having the boom cutout tight 
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is one of the easiest ways to check if 
you’re getting in the ball park with your 
downhaul tension. Although once in the 
right range, Spamer notes that a half-inch 
downhaul makes a great difference in 
how your sail feels. 

Pryde is working on teaching their 
dealers how to show tuning techniques to 
their customers, and Baylis states that in 
his clinics, he can show people proper 
tuning techniques that immediately get 
their sails looking better and them sailing 
faster. 


ence. He recommends that the sailor * 
come back to the beach four or five times 
in the first 20 minutes to adjust the sail 
until it feels best for him. "When you can 
sail along for four or five seconds without 
any hands, you know everything is in 
tune." 


BATTENS 


Most of the sailmakers agree that there * 
isn’t much to battens. Just tension them * 
until the wrinkles are out of the pocket. • 
Richards notes that backing off the bat- * 
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Outhaul used to be just something to 
make the sail full or flat. Tuning was 
simple in the old days—when it was wind¬ 
ier, more outhaul, when you were under¬ 
powered, less outhaul. Doug Van Zant of 
Hurricane sails says that adage is no 
longer 100 percent true. Van Zant spe¬ 
cializes in making high-performance 
RAF’s, and he says an RAF has a very 
small outhaul range. Flattening it will 
increase the leech tension making the 
sail less likely to twist off, and reduces the 
luff tension so the draft is more likely to 
wander. He recommends that the outhaul 
be relaxed to the point where the battens 
at the luff make a 90-degree angle from 
the center of the mast sleeve when the 
sail is not loaded. This way, when the sail 
fills out, the battens will still have a leading 
edge against the mast rather than right 
behind it. 

On cambered sails, Northwaves' 
Richards says the outhaul tension should 
be just enough so that the sail is not riding 
the boom and S-bending near the clew. 
Over-outhauling will create horizontal 
wrinkles and pull the draft out of the sail. 
It will also have a flat entry above the 
booms. Under-outhauling will cause the 
draft to wander. For handling and sailing 
off the wind, Richards recommends less 
outhaul because it loosens the leech and 
allows the sail to twist. Since there is such 
a small range of possible outhaul adjust¬ 
ment, Spanier of Pryde claims that, again, 
as little as a half-inch makes a big differ- 
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This sail has excessively low leech tension. It 

may be over-downhauled or the mast may be 
too soft. 
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ten tension a bit may help a sail rotate 
better in light air. But Trevor Baylis says 
if your battens aren’t rotating on a cam¬ 
bered sail, it’s probably the fault of the 
camber inducers—a properly tensioned 
batten shouldn’t affect rotation. If you 
have rotating problems with an RAF, your 
sail could be over-downhauled or under- 
outhauled. 

The only real debate on battens is 
whether to leave them tensioned in your 
sail or not. Although the sailmakers rec¬ 
ommend that you don't, they realize that 
many sailors do and that it probably won’t 
hurt the sail if it's reinforced properly. One 
point Baylis makes is that if you do leave 
them in, your sail will get “cold creep” or 
slight stretch at the battens. Richards 
reiterates this fact by noting that he leaves 
his battens tensioned all the time—he has 
to tighten them, but never loosens them. 
Van Zant of Hurricane sails offers an 
interesting tip on batten tension. He likes 
to tension the battens before inserting the 
mast in the sleeve, so the load all goes on 
the foot and leech rather than body of the 
sail while rigging. This, he says, will make 


the sail last longer since it eliminates 
point-loading on the body of the sail. 

Many sails now have options with 
regard to batten use: cambered, RAF, or 
half-batten setups are available. Baylis, 
whose Surf Slalom line incorporates this 
feature, says he only uses it in the cam¬ 
bered or soft stages. "You either want the 
leading edge locked in or you want the 
sail maneuverable." 


TACK STRAPS 


Tack straps are becoming less impor¬ 
tant on the many new sails. With the 
downhaul grommet downhauled to the 
cleat, there’s no room for possible adjust¬ 
ment of a tack strap. Baylis says the 
rearranging of foot battens and tack grom¬ 
mets makes his tack strap “just along for 
the ride.’’ Its only purpose, he says, is for 
people who use downhaul hooks and 
don't get their sail all the way against the 
mast. 

North sails incorporates their "twist 
control" option throughout their tack 
straps. Since the tack grommet is a 
couple of inches above the foot of the 
sail, their tack strap does have some 
room to adjust and plays an important 
role in the tuning of their sails. Product 
manager Doug Hopkins explains that the 
twist (tack) strap is used in conjunction 
with the outhaul and downhaul tension to 
give the sails added control. As the wind 
increases, tighten the tack strap to tighten 
the leech and prevent it from overtwisting. 
In light air, opening the twist strap gives 
the sail a better low end by loosening the 
leech tension. 


WRINKLES 


Finally, most people think tuning is all 
about wrinkles, but this isn't necessarily 
so. I can't think of a single thing that is 
better with wrinkles. Not your skin, not 
your clothes, and especially not your sail. 
However, in talking to the various sail 
designers, sail wrinkles, it seems, are not 
necessarily the evil creatures most people 
think. Most certainly, they aren't the worst 
thing that you could have on your sail. 
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Barry Spanter says it is much more impor¬ 
tant to have the overall shape of the sail 
correct than to worry about wrinkles. This 
is especially true if you don't have the 
right mast 

Baylis theorizes that a smooth foil would 
be ideal, but with stable sail cloth, when 
the mast bends to leeward, something 
has to change radically. These wrinkles, 
which occur at about head level, are what 
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Baylis calls "speed wrinkles." 

“When you get those, you know you're 
going fast," he adds. Richards of North- 
wave says that “wrinkles are ego." He 
feels that small wrinkles in a properly 
rigged sail are insignificant in terms of 
drag and that every sail will wrinkle under 
load. “Booms and batten pockets create 
more drag than wrinkles," he notes. In 
fact, he, like Spanier, feels trying to get rid 
of all wrinkles may decrease perform¬ 
ance. However, Richards says that ex¬ 
treme wrinkles can be a good indicator 
that something is made incorrectly or 
rigged poorly. 

Unanimously, the sailmakers feel that 
tuning makes the sail. On the other hand, 
they’re all quick to point out that there are 
few set rules for tuning sails because it’s 
a very individual thing. Most sails have a 
range of tuning through which they feel 
right and it's up to the individual to find 
particularly how he likes his stuff rigged. 
Spanier summed this up best by saying 
“It doesn't matter how you rig it, as long as 
you rig it right." ■ 


Thanks to Doug Van Zant of Hurricane 
Sails and Blake Richards of Northwave 
Sails for purposely distorting their sails for 
the sake of the photos used in this story. 
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Even the worst rainstorm to hit 
Maui in 20 years could not deny the gutsy 
competitors their day in the sun 


BY TOM PACE 


early everyone associated with • 
windsurfing has had some • 
dreams and aspirations of sail- • 
ing in the mecca of boardsail- • 

• ing—Maui. The island is renowned the • 

• world over for beautiful scenic views and • 

• killer sailing conditions. This year, for the * 

• first time, the Marui/O'Neill was a PBA • 

• World Tour Grand Slam, complete with all • 

• three major disciplines: course racing, • 
•• waveriding, and slalom. Expectations • 

• were high, as everyone involved—spon- • 

• sors, organizers, press, and sailors—all • 

■ envisioned a warm, sunny, windy, and • 

• wavy event—something quite different • 

• from the usual cold and stormy “World • 

• Cup" conditions. 

As the event drew near, Maui was • 

• pretty much very typical: sunny and • 

• windy, with good, but smaller than usual • 

■ waves and heaps of sailors in the water. • 

• As soon as the swell dropped to four to • 

• five feet, Hookipa became way over- • 

• crowded with the travelling “World Cup- • 
•' pers,” local racers, and tourists all want- • 

• ing their piece of swell. Add to those • 

• numbers a full fleet of photographers, • 

• and the spot quickly became a zoo filled • 

• with slashing, looping, jumping, and trick- • 
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ing sailors all going off at the same time in • 
all possible directions. The smart sailors * 
left Hookipa early and then bugged out to ’ 
various spots along the coast to prepare * 
for slalom and course racing; both of • 
which promised to be exciting tests for • 
the racers and their gear as well. 

There were more sailors that wanted | 
to enter this event than there were avail- • 
able spots, so by PBA guidelines, the top * 
finishers from last year’s ranking list were • 
automatically seeded into the main event, • 
and everyone else had to go through trial • 
competitions to earn berths in the slalom • 
and waveriding disciplines. Course rac- • 
ing can accommodate a larger number of • 
entrants, and for this event, there were 81 • 
men and 24 women competing. For the • 
seeded competitors, there was still time • 
to make further adjustments to equip- ■ 
ment and to prepare themselves. For the • 
trialists, a long sequence of events was • 
about to take place. 


WAVE TRIALS—THE MAIN EVENT 


The weather for the wave trials was • 
super for waveriding, but a bit sketchy for • 
jumps and transitions. The sets were • 
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’ coming in fairly steady at four to five feet, 

* with the occasional six-footer (mast high) 

* showing up about every other heat. The 

* wind was definitely on the light side, as 

* even the lightest sailors struggled to make 
’ it to the line-up without being sucked 

* downwind by the current. 

In the first few heats, there were no 
' jumps at all and only a few transitions, but 

* the waves were good steep and pitching 
’ playgrounds For some, it was the best 

* that Hookipa could be at the time: re- 

* spectable-sized waves in an uncrowded 

* situation; a novelty for this time of year. As 

* the trials progressed, the favorites ad- 

* vanced toward the finals and a shot at the 

* main event. Sailors such as Alan Cadiz, 

* Mark Pedersen, Greg Aguera, Matt 

* Schweitzer, Ralph Sifford, and Oahu’s 

* Paul Bryan made it to the main event, 

’ while a number of good sailors went down, 

* including one major upset- California’s 
' Brian Caserio, a top-level contest sailor, 

* was eliminated in extremely light condi- 

* tions, thereby missing his first wave event * 
' on Maui in three years. 

A number of experienced wavesailors * 
’ from all over the world advanced to the * 
1 main event. Japans’ Furuya and * 
Ogasawara; Tahiti's Tacito; Sasha Mayer, ' 
Nick Nettleship, and Kai Katchadorian * 
from Hawaii; and Blake McElheny from * 
Oahu, who showed good wave judge- * 
ment, timing, and consistency. Blake is * 
15 years old, and along with Josh Angulo ‘ 
and Charlie Smith, represents the young- * 
est of future hopefuls. 

With no good news in the weather * 

’ forecasts, contest directors Dave Daly * 

’ and Rich Jeffries made the decision to ’ 

’ complete as much of the wave discipline * 

’ as possible, as soon as possible. So, * 

’ after two days of men's trials, the women • 
trialists were on the go, and the main • 
events for women and men were on ■ 
immediate standby. In three-to five-foot • 


* surf and 12- to 15-knot winds, the women 

* trialists vied for the few available main- 
’ event positions. Local favorites Kara 

* Weber, Lena Kerr, and Joni DeMello were 
' among the 12 women to advance 

With the winds becoming slightly 

* stronger and the waves holding at three 

* to five feet, the call was made to begin the 

* main event. In the men’s division, there 

* were very few easy heats and a number of 
’ excellent wavesailors went down early. A 

* look at the seedings gave an understand- 

* mg of just how tough some of the early 

* heats were. Mark Angulo vs. Matt 
’ Schweitzer, Ian Boyd vs Nick Nettleship. 

* Blake McElheny vs Cesare Cantagalli, 

* Rush Randle vs. Mark Pedersen, and 

* Mike Waltze vs. Alan Cadiz and all of 

* these were first-round heats! 

In the quarter-finals of the A bracket, 

* it was Mike Waltze vs Rush Randle, and 

* Dave Kalama vs. Robby Naish With 

* strong, aggressive riding and an array of 

* aerial maneuvers, Randle and Naish 

’ emerged to face each other for the finals ' 
’ of that bracket. In B bracket, it was Paul ' 

* Bryan beating out Sierra Emory to earn ' 
the right to face Mark Angulo, who had ' 
just eliminated a determined Bjorn Dunk- * 
erbeck. 

In the first semi-final heat, Rush Randle * 
edged out Robby Naish for his first finals * 
appearance in an O'Neill event Although * 
Naish had been coping with an injured * 
knee during the entire round, he made it ’ 
look as though the solid knee brace was ’ 
no hindrance at all, as he ripped through * 
forward rolls and was way aggressive in * 
his waveriding. Rush Randle certainly * 
earned his trip to the finals, as he continu- * 
ally picked out good-sized, high-scoring * 
waves and ripped them apart with a strong, * 
fluid style. 

In the other semi-final, Paul Bryan, the * 
Oahu sailor that had made it through the * 
wave trials two days before, was up * 



Second in waveriding, Rush Randle headed 
into shore with his board split in two—a result 
of the final wave heat with Mark Angulo. 
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against the reigning champion of Hookipa. 
Mark Angulo Both sailed well, and Angulo 
was at his usual standard of excellence, 
taking advantage of every condition the 
surf and wind had to offer. Bryan made 
some good moves of his own, but missed 
some of the sharpness that took him to the 
semi-finals. Mark Angulo won the deci¬ 
sion and the opportunity to face Rush 
Randle for the single-elimination victory. 
The double-elimination side of the ladder 
would run, if time and conditions permit¬ 
ted, but at this point, first was up for grabs 
between Mark Angulo and Rush Randle; 
while Robby Naish and Paul Bryan were 
tied for third. 

With the wind and the swell still hold¬ 
ing up, Angulo and Randle went back 
and forth in what was a fun heat to see, as 
both took the most advantage of what 
they had to work with. When the smoke 
cleared, Mark Angulo was the winner, 
giving him strong hope for his second title 



' at Hookipa. Rush Randle was solidly in 

• second, proving what many had sus- 

• pected for some time, that he could well 
■ become the next dominate force in 

• wavesailing. 

In the women’s main event, just as the 

• men's, there were few easy heats. Julie 

• DeWerd defeated Britt Dunkerbeck in the 

• third round to face Angela Cochran in the 

• quarter-finals. Top local sailors Kelby 

• Anno and Dana Dawes both went down to 

• top touring pros Nathalie LeLievre and 

• Natalie Seibel, respectively, thereby set- 

• ting up the second quarter-final match 

• between LeLievre and Seibel. 

In the first quarter-final heat, Angela 

• Cochran defeated Julie DeWerd to ad- 

• vance to the single-elimination finals. 

• Seibel put LeLievre out of the round and 

• went on to face Cochran (the competition 

• between these two is now becoming a 

• contest-to-contest duel). Natalie Seibel 

• won the women's overall wavesailing title 

• last year, with Angela Cochran finishing 
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second overall in this year’s first PBA 
event, Cochran took command winning 
the waves over Seibel, and set the tone 
for her competition this year Angela 
Cochran repeated her performance in 
France, and won again over Natalie Seibel 
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SLALOM RACING-H-1N SEARCH OF 
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At this point, the weather began to 
take a nose dive, as the next morning 
brought rain and chilly 68-degree tem¬ 
peratures It was time to begin the slalom 
trials for both the men and women, and 
with 67 men and 24 women vying for 24 
and 12 spots respectively, it proved to be 
a lengthy process. 

Most major events in the world are 
limited by the ability to stage competition 
at only one site per event. For this year's 
Marui/O’Neill, there was the luxury (and 
nightmare) of three competition venues. 
Waveriding at Hookipa, slalom either at 
Hookipa or Kanaha, and course racing at 
Kanaha, or in case of bad weather, in 
Kihei on Maleea Bay. For a race commit¬ 
tee that had to deal with the worst rain¬ 
storms to hit Maui in 20 years, this flexibil¬ 
ity was fantastic as well as difficult. For 
the sailors, who had to rig and rerig each 
day without knowing where they would be 
racing, it became just a bit frustrating 

Undaunted, race committee and sail¬ 
ors alike met each morning at the official 
notice board at’Hookipa where the com¬ 
mittee decided, and the sailors were in¬ 
formed of, the day’s plan. After one day 
of abandoned attempts at Hookipa, the 
first rounds of men’s trials went off at 
Kanaha, in between squalls. As soon as 



Congratulations go to Angela Cochran, who ended up with a first in women’s waveriding. 


the rain let up, the wind picked up just 
enough to run one heat, before dropping 
below mimmums again. 

By the end of the day, only three heats 
had been completed and the forecasts 
for the remaining week looked bleak; 
continued cool temperatures, heavy rains, 
and flood warnings from the west side of 
Maui all the way to the eastern tip. Gee... 
swell. After two more days of cold rain- 
soaked competition, the trials were com¬ 
pleted to a single-elimination qualifying 
round for the men and women 


RESULTS 


Men’s Overall 

1. Bjorn Dunkerbeck, SPAIN 

2. Robby Naish, USA 

3. Phil McGain, AUSTRALIA 

4. Robert Teriitehau, FRANCE 

5. Anders Bringdal, SWEDEN 


Men’s Course 

1. Phil McGain. AUSTRALIA 

2. Nevin Sayre, USA 

3. Bruce Wylie, AUSTRALIA 

4. Anders Bringdal. SWEDEN ' 

5. Bjorn Dunkerbeck, SPAIN 


Women’s Overall 

1. Nathalie LeLievre, FRANCE 

2. Britt Dunkerbeck, SPAIN 

2. Barbara Kendall, NEW ZEALAND 

4. Natalie Siebel, WEST GERMANY 

5. Martine Van Soolingen, HOLLAND 


Women’s Course 

1. Nathalie LeLievre. FRANCE 

2. Britt Dunkerbeck. SPAIN 

3. Barbara Kendall, NEW ZEALAND 

4. Nathalie Simon, FRANCE 

5. Valerie Salles, FRANCE 


Men’s Slalom 

1. Bjorn Dunkerbeck, SPAIN 

2. Phil McGain, AUSTRALIA 

3. Robby Naish, USA 

4. Hideki Makino, JAPAN 

5. Anders Bringdal, SWEDEN 


Men’s Wave 

1. Mark Angulo, USA 

2. Rush Randle, USA 

3. Robby Naish, USA 

3. Paul Bryan, USA 

5. Bjorn Dunkerbeck, SPAIN 


Women’s Slalom 

1. Nathalie LeLievre, FRANCE 

2. Natalie Siebel. WEST GERMANY 

3. Barbara Kendall, NEW ZEALAND 

4. Lena Kerr, GREAT BRITAIN 

5. Kelby Anno, USA 


Women’s Wave 

1. Angela Cochran. USA 

2. Natalie Siebel, WEST GERMANY 

3. Nathalie LeLievre, FRANCE 

4. Julie DeWerd, CANADA 

5. Britt Dunkerbeck, SPAIN 
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Due to time restrictions (thanks to all 
the rain), there could be no double-elimi¬ 
nation for the trials. Moving directly into 
the main event for slalom, the committee 
hoped to take advantage of every pos¬ 
sible bit of fair competition weather. All of 
the heats were tough and hotly contested. 
The wind was fairly gusty and strong at 18 
to 29 knots, and the water was really 
choppy—especially at the outside mark, 
which was set in the middle of the most 
confused part of the reef at Kanaha. 

In the men's final, Phil McGain held a 
solid lead over a strong pack led by Bjorn 
Dunkerbeck, Robby Naish, and Hideki 
Makino of Japan. Going into the final turn, 
McGain maintained his lead, but had a 
bouncy jibe in the confused conditions, 
which allowed Dunkerbeck to catch up. 
At this point they were nearly even, with 
McGain ahead by one board length. On 
the sprint to the finish, they raced neck 
and neck until just before the finish when, 
in an attempt to close off an attempted 
pass, McGain spun out and lost the race 
to Dunkerbeck by just a few inches. This 
dramatic finish continued Bjorn 
Dunkerbeck's streak of slalom victories, 
unbroken since mid-1987. Robby Naish 
and Hideki Makino finished third and 
1 fourth. Anders Bringdal was fifth, and Erik 

■ Thieme sixth. Bruce Peterson and Thorkil 

■ Kristensen both chose to take sails that 

■ proved to be a bit too large for the condi- 

■ tions and struggled to finish seventh and 

• eighth, respectively. 

The conditions for the women's was 

• exactly the same—rainy, gusty, and for 

• Maui, cold. Nathalie LeLievre won the 

• final decisively, and was hardly chal- 

• lenged at any time during the heat. Na- 

• talie Seibel fihished a surprising second 

• ahead of Barb Kendall. Lena Kerr, and 
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COURSE RACING—FAST STARTERS] 
PREVAIL ■ 


The next morning, there was finally a 
' break from the rain, but there was very 
' little wind anywhere on the north shore, 

' and the water looked horrible from the 
' topsoil and debris that had washed into 
' the ocean over the past six days of near 
' non-stop rain. The move was made to 
’ Kihei, and finally, there were blue skies 
' and enough wind for course racing. This 
' site had been unanticipated by everyone, 

' and as such, a number of sailors had 
' planned on using only their slalom-course 
’ boards. 

At the site, the wind was straight off- 
' shore and super holey and shifty. With 
' the offshore 6.4 to 7.2 conditions com- 
' bined with a medium-sized course that 

• was set a little close in to the beach, the 
" starts and the first weather legs were 
' really aggressive and hypercritical. 

It was commonplace for top-level 
' sailors to be all alone, looking to be one of 

• the first at the weather mark, and then 
' suddenly realizing that they had sailed 
' into a hole, while 20 or so other racers 

• passed them by. That was not the case, 

■ however, in the first race. Trevor Baylis 

• played the left side of the course hard 

• after a good start and sailed into the 

• perfect shift right when he needed it. 

• blowing everyone away on the first mark. 

• It was a 100-yard lead that he never 

• relinquished, as he went on to win his first 

• World Cup course race ever. Nevin Sayre 

• finished second, McGain took third, and 

• Anders Bringdal fourth. In the second 

• race, Trevor Baylis had a bad start and 

• was relegated to the mid-20s, as McGain 

• sailed a strong and consistent race to 

• take the bullet ahead of Dunkerbeck, 

• Sayre, and Naish. 

• It became evident that equipment 

• choice and a fair start were critical to a 

• good performance in this course race. 

• Many sailors with the ability to win races 

• were slogging it out in the teens, 20s, or 

• worse, and usually no one was able to • 

• break out of the pack. It was, for the ■ 

• majority, a follow-the-leader thing, and • 

• the passing was at a minimum after the • 
' initial weather leg. 

The wind picked up a bit for the third • 

• race, prompting more sailors to try their • 
’ slalom boards, which proved to be a big- • 
' time mistake. In the puffy conditions, • 


Bjorn Dunkerbeck at the Marui/O’Neill Invitational. During the event Dunkerbeck overtook Phil 
McGain in the last turn of the final slalom heat to take first place. 


■ even accomplished slalom board course 

• racers, such as Dunkerbeckand Bringdal, 
' could finish no higher than 34th, as again, 

• equipment choice was a critical decision. 

• McGain took first again, this time followed 

• by Stephan van den Berg, Svein Ras- 

• mussen, and Patrice Belbeoch. Phil 

• McGain was proving to be the most con- 

• sistent and was in command of the disci- 

• pline at this point. Bjorn Schrader, after 

• finishing 29th and 32nd in the first two 

■ races, changed to a different race board 

• and sailed to a first-place finish in the 

• fourth and final race. Phil took second 

• ahead of Bruce Wylie and Anders 

• Bringdal. 

In the women's, Nathalie LeLievre 

• continued her dominance by winning the 

• course racing (she had two firsts and two 

• seconds) over Britt Dunkerbeck (two firsts, 

• one second, and one fourth). Barbara 

• Kendall had one of the best regattas of 

• her career, finishing third overall in course 

• racing. Although there are individual 

• races in which both LeLievre and Dunker- 

• beck can be beaten, they were still the 

• overwhelming favorites for the racing 

• disciplines. Unlike the men's, in which 

• top sailors can easily finish in the bottom 

• half of the pack from bad decisions, the 

• women’s is at a point where the finishes 

• are fairly consistent and more attributable 

• to differences in talent and ability than to 

■ mistakes and errors in judgement. 

With no wind left, the double-elimina¬ 
tion heats of the waveriding were 


cancelled, confirming Mark Angulo's and 
Angela Cochran’s victories. Seconds 
went to Rush Randle and Natalie Seibel, 
and equal thirds went to Robby Naish and 
Paul Bryan, and Nathalie LeLievre and 
Julie DeWerd. 


A STRONG FINISH 


Despite the poor weather, the event 
finished as a success, with all disciplines 
completed enough to award finishes and 
final positions. Many, such as Angela 
Cochran, were disappointed not to have 
been able to finish the double-elimination 
side of the wave ladder and would have 
preferred to have given the others one 
more shot at beating her, but everyone 
had to be satisfied with what was achieved. 

Without a committee that stayed wet 
and cold for seven days (Dave Coligan, 
Rich Jeffries, Dan Mangus, and Dave 
Daly), in addition to killer support help 
from llima Kalama and Rodney Kilborn, 
the event could not have been completed. 
Thanks to Marui and O'Neill it was fun 
(well, the awards party was, anyway) and 
due to their commitment to the sport in the 
future, we’ll all be back for the events to 
come in the next two years, even if it is 
more like the North Sea Coast than the 
tropics. ■ 

Pro sailor Tom Pace is sponsored by 
Gaastra, Berky Composite Sailboards, 
Oakley, Flat Island Fins, and Hawaiian 
Proline. 


Kelby Anno. With a second in waves and 
slalom, Seibel was looking to finish really 
well in the overall, but would have to do 
' well in her weakest discipline, course 
racing. With little light left in the day, no 
' second round of slalom was started, and 
‘ the thought for the next day was to do 
’ course racing Unfortunately, the torren- 
" tial rains continued throughout the night 
'and Kanaha Park was completely flooded 
' out by morning, cancelling all of the day's 
' racing. 
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The “Original” is superior to all copies. A. R.T. booms, with their uniqui 


m 

mast collar are the undisputed “State Of The Art” in boom technologj 
Easy to attach, and quick to adjust, with torsion bridges that remain 
neutral, to keep sail twist predictable, while protecting the mast 
against dangerous point loading. Cleverly designed end fittings with in¬ 
tegrated pulleys, cleat and line storage compartment, improve conveni¬ 
ence and performance. A. R.T. rig systems: Fun without compromise. 


6 A. R.T. rig types with a total of 
38 sail sizes offer the most efficient 
"power plant” for all abilities and 
applications. 

With an adjustment range from 135 
to 240 cm, A.R.T. booms fit 
virtually all sail sizes. Available in 4 
high performance versions. 


FANATIC LTD 


ROBIN HILL PARK. ROUTE 22 
PATTERSON. NY 12563 
TEL. 001-914-878-3303 
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The 

Roof Rack 
Review 


BY PAT LEMEHAUTE 


T here are the "fortunate few" who ' 
own beachfront property. They ' 
have their boards and sails con- ' 
tinuously rigged and ready, just in • 
case the wind picks up suddenly, and ' 
they can often be seen on calmer days, ' 
sipping pina coladas while sunning in • 
their backyards. These lucky few don't ' 
have to deal with the problems that the ' 
rest of the boardsailing masses have to • 
deal with (i.e., getting their equipment ' 
from Point A, the house, to Point B, the * 
public beach, lake, river, or whatever ' 
body of water is nearby). They simply • 
don't have to worry about putting roof ' 
racks on their cars so they can stack ' 
quivers of boards and sails. They proba- ' 
bly wouldn't even think of it. After all, ' 
Porsches and roof racks don’t go to- ' 
gether very well. 

To the average Joe Blow boardsailor, • 
however, roof racks are as indispensable • 
as the boards he puts on them. Without ' 
them, he could never get his equipment • 
from Point A to Point B, and he wouldn’t be • 
"cool" because he wouldn't have any • 
boardhead status. In fact, it can be • 
shown that the strength of a roof rack is • 
directly related to boardhead status. The • 
stronger the roof racks, the more • 
boardsailing equipment that can be • 
crammed, squashed, and lashed on, and • 
the “cooler" one will look. Since the im- ■ 
portance of roof racks is not to be over- • 
looked, the editorial staff at WindRider 
decided it was time to do a roof rack 
review, or for short, an RRR. We received 
seven roof racks from seven different 

companies for a mid-sized car with rain 
gutters, 

My procedure for the review was to 
mount each rack onto my vehicle to see 


how easy or difficult they were to as- ' 
semble, and then I performed a highly ' 
technical strength test. This was done by ' 
climbing and jumping on the racks, shak¬ 
ing them, and pulling them hard in every " 
direction—very similarly to the technique ' 
used by the Samsonite gorilla. Although ' 
not very scientific, it was enough to see ' 
whether the racks could handle a full ' 
professional-boardhead stack or just a ' 
recreational-sailor load of only one or two ’ 
boards. To this end, I included the board- ' 
head board rating, which goes from one ' 
to four. A “one" board rating signifies a * 
rack that can only handle one board, ' 
whereas a “four" can easily handle four ' 
boards and maybe more. 

Before we jump into the reviews, there ' 
is some roof-rack terminology that I'll be ' 
using, and it would be helpful if you famil- • 
iarized yourself with it. 

Crossbar —The bar that goes across ' 
the roof of the car. It is either round or rec- • 
tangular and usually covered with black ' 
PVC plastic. 

Tower —The vertical pieces that at- • 
tach the crossbars to the car's rain gutter • 

■ or roof. 

Bar Knob —Some roof racks have a ' 

• knob that tightens the tower against the ' 

• crossbar. 

Handwheel —'The handwheel is a knob • 

• that tightens the towers to the rain gutter. • 

Rain Gutter Clip-^ This clip is attached • 

• to the tower and hooks under the rain • 

• gutter. When the handwheel is tightened, • 
' it pushes the rain gutter clip up and against • 

• the rain gutter. 

Boardhead—A person with a lot of 

■ boards on his car. More exactly, the value 

• of the equipment on top of his car has to 

• be more than the value of his car. 
















THE REVIEWS 


Automaxi 

If there was ever a car-rack design that * 
went off the beaten track, it was Auto- ' 
maxi. These racks are just plain different. * 
Period Through its different design, * 
however, it manages to do things that the * 
more conventional racks fail to do. For * 
example, the crossbar on the Automaxi is ’ 
adjustable in length and never goes * 
beyond the rain gutter. I don’t know about ’ 
you, but I’ve hit my head once or twice on ’ 
an overextended crossbar, and one that * 
doesn’t hang over is a welcome relief 

Another unique feature about these * 
racks is that they have a built-in tie-down * 
strap that is lockableI With these racks. * 
you can park in the nastier part of town * 
with a load on the roof and not have to ’ 
worry... too much Granted, the straps * 
aren't made of "uncuttable-anium,” but * 
they will discourage your local thief who ’ 
hasn’t come prepared with a knife. 

Assembling these racks is also some- * 
what different and takes a bit getting used * 
to. The tightening mechanism of these ' 
racks is an internal strap that is attached ’ 
to a small wench in one of the towers. To ’ 
fix these onto your car, you must initially * 
loosen the strap, set the width of the * 
crossbar so that the towers are in the rain * 
gutters, and then retighten the strap us- ’ 
ing the wench and a small wench handle, * 
which is conveniently located inside the * 
tower. My first attempt at this was some- * 
what time-consuming, but after a few • 
times, I could put these on a car in almost * 
the same amount of time as I could the • 
other "conventional" racks. 


When it came to strength-test time, I • 
was surprised these racks were as solid • 
as they were, considering they were • 
secured by a strap. If it wasn’t for their * 

• peculiar geometry, these racks would be * 

• strong enough to hold four boards easily. * 

• However, if you’re going to use the lock- • 
’ able strap, the maximum number of * 

• boards you can put on the Automaxis is • 

• two. 

In short, if you only own one or two • 

• boards and you feel the need for extra • 

• security, the Automaxis may be the ticket. • 

• Barrecrafter 

The Barrecrafter racks are another one • 

• of those nice simple-quality racks. They * 

• have the conventional appearance of 

• many racks (i.e., they have a handwheel * 

• and a bar knob, and they’re graced with • 

• the simplicity of this proven design). The * 

• one area in which these racks did excel, • 

• however was in protecting the ram gutter • 

• from any damage, These were the ^y ; 

• conventional racks in which both the tower 

■ foot and the rain gutter clip were dipped 

• ina brotective rubber. All the other racks • 

• hadProtection only on the tower foot. • 

• Assemb ing these racks is simple, just • 

• likethe design The towers are simply slid • 
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onto the crossbars, tightened with the bar 
knobs, and then secured to me rain gutter 
with a lockable handwheel. The bar knob 
on these racks is nice and large, which 
makes it easier to tighten, and the 
handwheel is large enough to get a good 
amount of leverage for a good fit. All in all, 
they just assembled quickly and easily. 
Care must be taken however, on cars 
with very low rain gutters (relative to the 
top of the roof), because as the handwheel 
is tightened, the bolt to which it is con¬ 
nected protrudes past the inside part of 
the rack and it may hit and damage your 
car roof. Unfortunately, I found this out on 
my Toyota van. 

As far as strength was concerned, the 
cast-aluminum towers had plenty of it. 
These racks could easily handle four or 
more boards. 

In summary, the Barrecrafters have a 
clean and simple design that can easily 
compete with the best roof racks on the 
market. 

Bic Sport Rack 

The Bic Sport Rack was the smallest 
and lightest rack we received. Unlike all 
the other racks, its towers rest on the roof 
of the car, rather than in the rain gutters, 
and it's held in place with elastic straps. 

The elastic straps permit these racks 
to be very easily installed. In fact, of all the 
racks, these were the easiest and quick¬ 
est to mount. All that has to be done is to 
hook the clip at one end of the elastic 
around the rain gutter, and then stretch 
the strap on the other side of the rack until 
you can hook it, too. It's a simple proce¬ 
dure that took me a whole five seconds. 
Additional tightening of the racks is ac¬ 
complished when a board is tied to the 
racks via metal rings in the straps on 
either side of the crossbar. This has the 
effect of pulling the hooks on the rain 
gutters in harder. Bic also strongly rec¬ 
ommends using the supplied bow line 
that should be attached to the nose of the 
board and to the front of the car. 

The strength of these racks is highly 
dependent on the strength of the roof of 
your car. Since the towers rest directly on 
the roof, they are apt to dent it, especially 
if you load several boards on top. In any 
case, you’re limited to a single stack and 
it would be hard to put more than tvyo 
boards on these racks. 

In effect, these are ideal racks if you’re 
a weekend sailor who only owns one or 
two boards. Come Saturday morning, 
you could slap these racks on in a second 
and hit the beach with your board. On 
Monday morning, you could peel them off 
in a second, and nobody at the office 
would know of your double existence as 
a boardhead. 

Gorge Rax 

If you want to look "coor or if you want 
your car to look like a mobile TV antenna, 
you'll have to get some Gorge Rax. These 
racks can make anybody look like a major 












































' boardhead. as long as you have enough ‘ anybody’s board stack. 

* boards to fill them. But seriously, these ’ Thule 

* racks make stacking boards on top of one * The new Thule design is undoubtedly 
’ another obsolete. Each board has its own ' on the leading edge of roof-rack technol- 

* bar to be tied to, thereby reducing the risk * ogy. The towers, which are made of 

* of pressure dings caused by footstraps ’ stamped steel rather than die-cast alumi- 

* and booms, as well as eliminating the * num, are designed so that the handwheel 

* problem of getting at the board on the * tightens the towers to the rain gutters and 
’ bottom of the stack on a windy day. ’ to the crossbars simultaneously No more 

Mounting these racks on your car ’ trying to tighten a hard-to-reach bar knob 

* requires, believe it or not, another pair of * with these racks! 

* roof racks. The Gorge Rax slide over the * This unique feature makes assembling 
’ crossbar of most racks (those with rec- * the roof racks incredibly simple. All you 

* tangular crossbars, e.g. Thule, Terzo, and ’ have to do is slide the towers to the right 
’ Barrecrafter) and are secured with two ’ position, put the towers in the rain gutter, 

’ bolts The additional Gorge Rax cross- ' tighten the handwheel, and voila! You’re 

* bars are then attached to the vertical * ready to go. Of the rain gutter-type racks 
’ support bars using bolts once again. It * I tested, these were by far the easiest to 
' takes a while to put them all together, but ’ assemble. One last note: When remov- 
' once you’ve done it, you’re set for life. ’ ing these racks, it’s a good idea to re- 

The strength of these racks is very * tighten the handwheel so that the towers 

* good. The high-carbon steel doesn’t flex, * will stay in the adjusted position If you 

* and it’s unlikely that the Gorge Rax them- * don’t, the towers may slide and you’ll 
‘ selves would ever fail. The rain gutter of ’ have to readjust the width the next time 

* your car, however, may have a hard time * you put them on. 

’ accepting the added weight and “wind- * As far as strength was concerned, the 

* age" that these racks would have if they ' stamped-steel towers could easily handle 
’ were fully loaded with six boards. I would ’ a full stack of four or more boards. In fact, 

’ hesitate to put these racks on an old or * when I was pushing the racks fore and aft, 

■ slightly rusting rain gutter, because you * the rain gutter was giving before the 

* can be sure the rain gutter will go before * towers, so you’d better have strong rain 

' the Gorge Rax do. ' gutters with these babies. Otherwise, you 

And so, if you’re a serious sailor with a ’ may find the roof of your car in the oncom- 

* quiver of boards, Gorge Rax provide an ’ ing lane of traffic. 

’ easy and safe way of putting your boards * In summary, if you’re looking for a ’ 

’ away. * good strong quickie, the Thules may do * 

’ Terzo * the job for you. 

The first thing I noticed when I pulled * Yakima 

* the Terzos out of the box was the excel- * If I had to pin a word for each roof rack, * 

* lent finish. The crossbars, which are * Yakima’s 1A Tower Racks would have to * 

* rubber-dipped inside and out, have a * be “versatility.” These racks are adjust- * 

* glossier appearance than the more * able in several different ways. First, the * 

* common polyethylene-protected cross- * towers can be set at angles relative to the * 
bars. Additionally, the towers have a * crossbar. While this may seem unneces- * 

aint job that looks like it belongs on a * sary, it's the only way to fit a rack on * 
ice car, rather than a roof rack. In effect, * unparallel rain gutters. Now I, personally, * 
lese racks would probably look best on * don’t know of any cars with unparallel rain • 
i BMW or a Mercedes. • gutters, but you never know, there may be * 

As far as functionality is concerned, * some old or custom vehicle out there that * 
the Terzos are solid, conventional, no- * only a Yakima will fit. 
frills-or-thrills roof racks. Assembly is * The second adjustable item is the bar’s * 

achieved by simply sliding the towers * height above the rain gutter. Yakima has * 

onto the crossbars, adjusting and secur- * an optional high-tower adjustment spacer ■ 
ing their width with the bar knobs, and • that can give you up to 3.5 inches of extra * 
then tightening them to the rain gutter with * clearance. This can also be helpful if your * 
the handwheel. All the knobs were easy * roof slants down and you want your cross- ■ 
to access and putting them together was * bars to be at the same height. All you have • 
just as easy as the instruction leaflet made • to do is shim the back or front rack to the * 
it seem The simplicity of the Terzo * same level. Last, Yakima uses a round * 

desian is one of its greatest assets. • crossbar, allowing it to fit on domed or • 

When I unleashed my gorilfa on these, • curved rain gutters without creating pres- • 

v ...- «-■—■ ui * • sure points on the towers. 

For all this versatility, however, there is *• 

• a small trade-off, and that is that these are • 

• not the easiest racks to install. A 9/16 • 

• wrench is required to tighten the towers to - 

• the bar once they’re properly positioned. • 

• Additionally, the bolt is not in an easy lo- • 

• cation to access. What all this boils down • 

• to, is that assembling these racks on your • 


[he racks withstood me aiuauv <*u..... au.y. 
The die-cast aluminum towers hardly 
lexed and the tower’s feet remained 
securely attached to the rain gutter. These 
acks could easily »ithsland a tar-board 
>tark and still have room for more. 

STn a the Terzo’s nice-looking 

.nnaarance coupled with its strong and 

'impledesigd make it a nice addition lo 


car may take five to 10 minutes longer 
than some of the other racks that can be 
hand-tightened. Once the tower’s spac¬ 
ing is set, however, the Yakimas are just 
as easy to remove and reattach as any 
other rack, because all you have to do is 
’ work the handwheel. 

On another note, the zytel-nylon con¬ 
struction of the towers was just as strong 
’ as the aluminum towers, and these racks 
’ could handle a four-board quiver without 
a problem. 

So, if you’re not sure about what racks 

* will fit your car, the Yakimas may be the 

* best choice. In fact, if there was ever a 

* car Yakima wouldn’t fit. then it’s probably 
’ safe to say no other rack would fit it either 

Editor's note: Racks reviewed were for 

* a mid-size car with rain gutters. Other 
' lengths and racks for gutterless cars are 

* also available. 


UNIVERSAL CAR RACK 


Automaxi 
3065 N. Rockwell 
Chicago, IL 60618 

Measurements: Bar length—42 0"-51 0", ’ 
bar height—5.5" 

Bar Construction: Square PVC-coated ’ 
steel-tube crossbars 

Tower Construction: Stamped steel; * 
rustproof zinc/copper-alloy feet, covered * 
with a polyester coating to provide scratch 
resistance 

Boardhead Rating: 3 
Colors Available: Black 
Round or square bar: Square 



DOMINICK CANNATELLA 

Locking devices: Lock covers lock rack 
to car 

Specific Windsurfing Attachments: 

Built-in ratchet winch can tie down up to 
two boards and several masts and booms 
on top of bar 

Other Sport Adaptions: This system 
can also tie down skis, snowboards, 
canoes, kayaks, etc. 

Rain gutter/Gutterless: Fits cars with 
and without rain gutters and aircraft-style 
doors 

Retail Price: $119 (Universal rack with 
locks), $149 (Universal rack deluxe with 
foam pads and ratchet tie-down system) 
Warranty: One year 
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BIC SPORT RACK 


Bic Sport USA 
1020 Sherman Ave 
Hamden, CT 06514 

Measurements: Bar length—40’, Bar 
height above roof—1.5" 

Bar Construction: Powder-coated hec- 
tagonal aluminum channel 
Tower Construction: Zytel; thermoplas¬ 
tic rubber feet protect the car’s roof 
Boardhead Rating: 2 
Colors Available: Black 
Round or square bar: Curved bar to 
match contour of car, cross-bar shape is 
hectagonal 



DOMINICK CANNATEILA 


Locking devices: Cable-locking system 
Specific Windsurfing Attachments: 
Board pads and two mast holders 
Other Sport Adaptions: Ski, carry-all, 
bike conversion kits 

Rain gutter/Gutterless: Universal clip 
fits cars with and without external rain 
gutters on roof edges 
Retail Price: $79.95 
Warranty: One year 


BARRECRAFTERS CAR RACK 


Barrecrafters 
PO Box 355 
Shelburne, CT 05482 

Measurements: Bar length—58', bar 
height above rain gutter^-6.0' 

Bar Construction: Galvanized steel bar 
with coextruded thermoplastic cover 
Tower Construction: Powder-coated 
die-cast aluminum; tower foot and rain 
gutter clip dipped in rubber for scratch 



DOMINICK CANNATEILA 


Great moments in flight. 



FORCE 10— 

65 minutes of hot action 
on the Columbia River! 


You've heard the stories, you've 
read the magazines, now see the 
video —a must before or after 
any trip to the Columbia Gorge. 

See for yourself why FORCE 
10 is the most acclaimed, award¬ 
winning video about the Gorge. 

Call (206) 324-4350 to order 
your copy for only $39.95 — or 
see your nearest dealer. It's sure 
to be an uplifting experience. 

"fozaYO 

Offer subject to change. Shipping and handling charges not 
included. Visa and MxstcrCard accepted. Dealer inquires invited. 
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resistance 

Boardhead Rating: 4 
Colors Available: Black 
Round or square bar: Rectangular¬ 
shaped 

Locking devices: Factory-installed locks 
Specific Windsurfing Attachments: US- 
200 holds one board, includes mast 
holder, sailboard cushion, and adjust¬ 
able strap; US-205 holds two boards, 
includes mast holders, two sets of sail¬ 
board cushions, and adjustable strap; 
US-207 Mini Winch' ratchet, strap tie-down 
system 

Other Sport Adaptions: Ski kits, bicycle 
kits, and canoe kits available 
Rain gutter/Gutterless: Both available 
Retail Price: $92 to $120 (depending on 
kit) 

Warranty: One year 


GORGE RAX 


Gorge Accessories Inc. 

3705 NE 157th Court 
Vancouver, WA 98682 

Measurements: Vertical bars— 18.75“, 
horizontal bars— 27* 

Bar Construction: High-carbon steel 
with weather-resistant powder coating 
Boardhead Rating: 4+ 

Colors Available: Matte Black (any color 


available via special order) 

Round or square bar: Adapts to any 
square-type rack 

Locking devices: A slight modification 
to our current racks that will allow easy 
locking of all boards carried is currently 
under development and will be available 



soon. 

Specific Windsurfing Attachments: 

Optional T-style crossbars, rail-saver pads 
Other Sport Adaptions: Kayaking, surf¬ 
boards, ladders, etc. 

Rain gutter/Gutterless: Both available 
Retail Price: $99 to $119 for Gorge Rax, 
$199 to 219 for Gorge Double Rax 
Warranty: One year against structural 
defects 
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TERZO SPORTRACK SYSTEM 
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Is Your Board Worth 
$ 199 . 95 ?* 



Get The Protection Ho Sailor Gan Afford To Be Without. 


The WORLD TOUR® Case gives you that protection, and keeps your board ready to ride 
when you need it. WORLD TOUR Cases feature innovations like Double-Padded Rails and 
Heavy Duty Nylon Tie-Downs, and all WORLD TOUR Board Cases are backed by a 1 Year 
factory limited Warranty The result is the ultimate in protection for every board you’ll 
own during the coming years. Bor a Free Brochure and ^ ^ ^ 

the name of your nearest dealer, Call Us IbU Free at: HC/ 

(800) 881-6481. California residents please call 
(808) 684-4987. Dealer Inquiries Invited. 



WATERSPORTS 

Accessories Corporation 


WdWLU TOUR 

FIRST CLAS8 TRAVEL EQUIPMENT 

'Suggested Retail; 9'2 W capacity case. 
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functional innovation 


Trick 

Tongue 
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437 Richard Rd., Rockledge, FL 32955 
Phn np (407)632-6503 FAX (407)632-7019 
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Terzo USA Inc. 

10652 Walker Street 
Cypress, CA 90630 

Measurements: Bar length—58", bar 
height above rain gutter—5.5" 

Bar Construction: Two-millimeter-thick, 
zinc-coated steel crossbars, rubber- 
dipped inside and out 
Tower Construction: Powder-coated 
die-cast aluminum; two adhesive plastic 
strips provide scratch resistance; an op¬ 
tional rubber boot is also provided 
Boardhead Rating: 4 
Colors Available: Black, white, blue, 
red, and yellow 

Round or square bar: Rectangular 



DOMINICK CANNATELLA 


Locking devices: Locks for towers, 
crossbars, and some of the bicycle and 
ski carriers 

Specific Windsurfing Attachments: 

Nylon-covered rack pads, feet belts, util¬ 
ity carrying cradle set, funboard carriers, 
mast-holder sets in either standard or 
wide-mouth sizes, boom clip set 

Other Sport Adaptions: Bike carriers, 
ski carriers, canoe carriers 
Rain gutter/Gutterless: Both available 
Retail Price: $73 
Warranty: 120 days 


THULE SAILBOARD CARRIER 


Thule 

175 Clearbrook Road 
Elmsford, NY 10523 

Measurements: Bar length—49.5\ bar • 
height above rain gutter—5.5‘ 

Bar Construction: Extruded ribbed • 
polyethelene-coated steel 
Tower Construction: Powder-coated • 
stamped-steel; tower foot dipped in rub- • 
ber for scratch resistance 
Boardhead Rating: 4 
Colors Available: Black (Sailboard pads - 
available in black, red, pink, and blue) • 
Round or square bar: Square 
Locking devices: Rain gutter system— • 
lock knobs; Gutterless system—locking • 
caps; cable lock for accessories 
Specific Windsurfing Attachments: • 
Sailboard pads, quick straps, original • 

WINDRIDER 
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DOMINICK CANNATEILA 


Thule Bones 
Other Sport Adaptions: Multi-purpose 
systems, ski carriers, and bicycle carriers 


available 

Rain gutter/Gutterless: Both 

Retail Price: $70 to $125 (depending on 

system) 

Warranty: One year 


1A TOWER RACK 


Yakima 
820 N. Street 
Areata, CA 95521 

Measurements: Bar length—58", bar 
height above rain gutter—6.0" 

Bar Construction: Extruded polyethyl¬ 
ene-coated 1.125-inch diameter cold- 
rolled steel 

Tower Construction: Zytel-nylon body; 

soft and durable Kraton pads provide 

scratch resistance 

Boardhead Rating: 4 

Colors Available: Black 

Round or square bar: Round bars that 

adjust to roof curvature 

Locking devices: Same-key locking 



DOMINICK CANNATEILA 


device 

Specific Windsurfing Attachments: 

Wind-Ready system; heavy-duty cross- 
arms, can hold up to five boards, booms, 
and quiver bags 

OtherSport Adaptions: Canoe, bicycle, 
surfboard, and multi-purpose systems 
Rain gutter/Gutterless: Both 
Retail Price: $70 to $100 (depending on 
system) 

Warranty: One year 



Brad Duffy 
chooses 
Streamlined 




Streamlined Corp. 

P.O. Box 246, Cardiff-by-the-Sea 
California 92007 • 619-455-1092 


Available through Murrays Marine 
P.O. Box 490, Carpinteria 
California 93013 • 805-684-8393 
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Next year’s innovations this year. 


135 9th Avenue 
San Francisco, CA 94118 
415.668.4742 0 


Reader Service 221 


JULY 1989 





































I 


; 



Frederique Eskimo attempts one-handed jumps 




VALERIE DESHEUUES 
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Watch out Erik, here comes Dave! Dave Kalama slices the lip and heads toward the camera while photographer Erik Aeder holds the frame. 


v v 



























JULY 1989 


JONATHAN WESTON 


61 






























’■ 1 
, ; 

'j 


I 




WINDRIDER 



A Kinder, Gentler Board Test: 

TOE 

ENTO¥=ILM/EL 
BOATO 



BY TOM JAMES 


A 


ndy Rooney from 60 Minutes 
should probably write the intro to 
this board test. Because if he 
windsurfed, he certainly would 

* have something to say about the way 

* windsurfing is these days. 

“Do you ever wonder what ever hap- • 

* pened to the good old entry-level board? I • 

• had one, my neighbor had one, in fact, I • 

* think almost everyone had one. Why, just • 

* a few years back these boards were just • 

* fine. We would all go out on the water on * 

* the weekends regardless of the wind and • 
’ have a grand time. But I guess those days * 

• are over. Nowadays, it seems that you * 

* have to be rich, or in the right exotic loca- * 

• tion to have any fun windsurfing. 

“I brought out some pictures from the * 

• old days—just to see if I really was having * 

• any fun—windsurfing back then. Here’s * 

• me and my daughter windsurfing on the * 

* lake behind our house. That was a lot of * 

• fun... I think she caught a big fish later that * 

• dayoff the back of my board. Oh, and here * 
■ I am on Lake Winnehaha on my first board. • 

• |{ looks like I was a little thinner back then. 
Now look closely at this one. III never 
forget this day. I set out for a pleasant sail ■ 
across the lake, and the wind came up to • 
where I could hardly sail. I think today s 
sailors would even enjoy that wind. The • 
phSo was taken after I gave up and had to • 
rLwHio hack to shore. See that sail, my 

cover her garden in the • 


wife now uses it to 

Win “As miserable as I was that day. I can • 
hack on it With fond memories In • 

having any more lun • 


these days with all my high-tech gear and 

’ expensive trips I take. Sure. I go faster and 
jump higher, but most of the time I spend 
on windsurfing is either with rigging and re- 

• rigging, or sitting in front of the weather 

’ radio searching for storms. I eventually 

ended up selling my entry-level board to 
Eric Simpson, my next door neighbor, 
because he thought it would be good to 

• have around for an occasional calm day on 
the lake. I think he might have been right.” 

Once again, you have to admit that 

• Andy has a point. I realize that entry-level 

• boards are not too fast, don't plane too well, 
and only handle a fairly small wind range. 
But that doesn't mean they have a one-time 

‘ use. Good for your first time, but not 

' something you want to spend a lot of time 

• with. In light air, for beginners and experts 

• alike, the entry-level boards are the best 

• things going. 

These days, it’s hard to get anyone 

• excited about boards without footstraps, 

• so entry-level boards are starting to look a 

• whole lot like funboards. Of the four boards, 

• only the Mistral Superlight and O’Brien • 

• Ultra are true entry-level boards, since they ■ 

• have no mast tracks or footstraps and have ■ 

• no, or just subtle, concaves. Entry-level ' 

• boards aren't necessarily designed with • 

• planing in mind, so not having straps or • 
concaves actually makes the boards more • 
civilized. A mast track is certainly nice to • 
have on most boards, but on entry-level • 
boards, where you're trying to learn or do • 
freestyle, they seem to get in the way more • 
than anything else. 

Of course, the other three boards in the • 
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' group are almost just as good for learning, 
' once you take the straps off, and probably 
' even sail better in higher winds due to their 
mast tracks and concaves, but consider- 
' ing the average wind range in this country, 
' most days it’s not worth trying to get up on 
'a plane 

One thing I really liked about the boards 
in this test was their rigs. All come with 
' simple-to-rig, light-weight soft or full-bat- 
' ten sails. There wasn't a camber to be seen 
' in the bunch. In fact, most of the sails you 
' could roll onto your mast, and even leave 
’ the booms attached. Talk about luxury. 

Only Bic offered clamp-on booms at 
' the time of the test, but the others all had 
plans to follow suit. I believe that clamp-on 
' booms are essential on entry-level boards, 
because it's the entry-level person who 
' has the most trouble getting his tie-ons 
tight. As far as masts go, everyone went 

• with heavy epoxy masts, in the name of 
' saving money, but a nice light mast would 

make these boards even nicer. I don't 
ecommend going out and getting a car- 
■>n mast for your soft sail because the 
'bon will be too stiff, but in general, the 
iter the mast, the easier the rig will be to 
jhaul, and all beginners can appreciate 
iat. 

Unfortunately, the majority of sailors 

• still like to put a nine-meter on their course 

• boards and lock into a reach—careful not 

• to flinch lest they lose the plane. But that’s 

• really a foolish way of sailing since you 
’ can’t do anything with your plane. I’m more 

• for going out on the entry-level board and 

• cruising to some destination, or trying some 
’ longboard tricks, or inventing new ones for 
' shortboarding, or teaching someone to 
1 sail. It sure beats the dullness of a marginal 

planing day on a course board and the 
price involved can’t compare. 

So if you’re looking for biting criticism 
on these entry-level boards because they 
don’t plane or dance on the water, you 
won’t find it here. I’m more apt to say how 
little you can do on a course board when it’s 
light. All four of the boards in this test 
perform well. They don’t sail like 
shortboards, but they aren't supposed to. 
“Wouldn’t it be nice if people could start 
having fun again on a board that doesn t 
feel like a shortboard?" 


ALPHA 23C 


Length: 12* 
Width: 26.5* 
Volume: 239.9 lite 
Weight: 48.3 
pounds 

Buoyant Force: 

Fresh: 480.8 
pounds Salt: 495 
pounds 

Stiffness: 60 2 
pounds for 3/8* 
deflection 

Impact Resistance 

7,891 psi. 

Displacement: 1.5* 
Construction: 
Alpha PE with Alphs 
competition base 
(ACB) 

Bottom Shape: 

Rounded squash 
tail, vee throughout, 
slight double¬ 
concave 

Warranty: Five-yes 
limited 

Price: $550to$80< 
(depending on rig) 
Rig Options: Neil 
Pryde Comfortline 
3.5m, 4.2m, 5.0m, 
6.0m, or Sportline 
4.5m, 5.0m, 5.5m, 
6.0m 


MISTRAL SI 


Length: 12'6" 
Width: 26’ 
Volume: 256.4 
liters 

Weight: 40.6 
pounds 

Buoyant Force: 

Fresh: 524.8 
pounds Salt: 540- 
pounds 

Stiffness: 135.2 
pounds for 3/8’ 
deflection 

Impact Resistance 

4,850.5 psi. 
Displacement: .92’ 

Construction: 

Lightweight epoxy¬ 
hybrid 

Bottom Shape: 

Rounded vee 
Warranty: One yea 
Price: $995 to 
$1,295 (depending 
on rig) 

Rig Options: One- 
Design or Fun rig 
with 6.3m dacron 
sail, standard 
daggerboard 
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O’BRIEN ULTRA 


Length: IV 10' 
Width: 2575- 
Volume: 228.9 
liters 

Weight: 455 

pounds 

Buoyant Force: 

Fresh: 459.3 
pounds Salt: 473.1 
pounds 

Stiffness: 50 1 

pounds for 3/8" 
deflection 

Impact Resistance: 

6,892 psi. 

Displacement: 1.34- 

Construction: 

Cross-link polyethyl¬ 
ene 

Bottom Shape: 

Double-concave 
Warranty: Five-year 
limited 

Price: Consult 
dealer 

Rig Options: 6.3m 
four-batten RAF 


BIC MELODY 


Length: 11“ 7 25- 
Width: 27- 
Volume: 222.6 
liters 

Weight: 46 9 

pounds 

Buoyant Force: 

Fresh: 440 75 
pounds Salt: 451.7 
pounds 

Stiffness: 53.0 
pounds for 3/8- 
deflection 

Impact Resistance: 

6,453 psi. 
Displacement: 1.0’ 

Construction: 
Blow-molded 
Polyethylene 
Bottom Shape: 

Tulip Tri-concave 
Warranty: One year 
Price: $699 to $799 
(depending on rig) 
Rig Options: 2 + 2 
Light or 5.7m Fun 
Rig 
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ALPHA 230A 


MANUFACTURER'S COMMENTS: 

The Alpha 230A makes sailing a 
breeze, whether you’re just learning to 
sail or are an experienced rider. It’s been 
designed for light to moderate winds in 
inland waters and its high volume guaran¬ 
tees stability. Those basic maneuvers 
are simple and easy to accomplish on this 
durable, built-to-last board 
TOM JAMES' COMMENTS: 

This, the biggest board in the Alpha 
fleet, was at one point in a One-Design 
class, but now is promoted as an all- 
around recreational board. It’s very big 
and stable, and feels very floaty when you 
stand aft. For learning and teaching, this 
board is ideal. Our test model had great 
non-skid, but was not too abrasive to 
climb around on. In general, all the finish¬ 
ing on this board was excellent. 

In light air, the 230 slices through the 
water pretty well. It has nice sharp edges 
in the back of the board, that provide a 
clean water release and precise control 
on snap jibes. The forward rails are 
perfect for freestyle as well—nicely 
rounded, but with a good edge to give 
some tracking. It’s pretty snappy on the 
tacks and jibes as well. In high winds, the 
wide-tailed 230 is reasonably controllable. 
One thing that’s nice is that the dagger- 
board is relatively small, so railing up is 


rarely a problem. Surprisingly, the board 
does not suffer going upwind. 

Although poly boards aren't made to 
be stiff, this board is excessively bouncy 
in chop. There is a lot of bow slap at 
planing speeds, and it seems difficult to 




MANUFACTURER'S COMMENTS: 

The Bic Melody, designed by Olympic 
gold medalist, Stephan van den Berg, 
has the width and volume to provide the 
stability and ease of handling important to 
those learning to sail, but at the same time 
offers the advanced boardsailor features 
like a fully retractable centerboard, foot¬ 
straps, mast track, and a contoured deck. 
Made of blow-molded polyethylene, the 
Bic Melody offers unsurpassed durability 
and years of boardsailing fun. 

TOM JAMES' COMMENTS: 


One of the outstanding features of the 
Melody that’s very consistent throughout 
the Bic line, is that the board is very easy 
to sail. It tends to get planing quickly 
despite its weight. I think this may be the 
best of the beginner boards. It’s ex¬ 
tremely well-balanced, and while not 
having too much volume (just over 220 
liters), the Melody is stable, feels floaty 
enough, and is comfortable to sail in light 
to moderate winds. 

I especially like the flat deck because 
it makes footing so much easier for a 
beginner; and for an advanced saiilor, ithe 
flat deck is nice for freestyle. While this 
board isn’t any wider than the others in the 
group, the deck design seems to give you 
a lot more room to walk and standIon. 
The Melody also has nice round rails, 


which further increases its freestyle ca¬ 
pabilities. Furthermore, the nose is nice 
and wide, providing good stability on 
tacks and uphauling. In moderate winds, 
the Melody is fairly fun as well. It carves 
a decent jibe without too much trouble, 
which is a real asset on a board this big. 
The curvy rails loosen the board up pretty 
well for footsteering on a planing reach. 
Of all the entry-level boards, the Melody 
gives the most hint of performance to be 
had out of smaller boards. 

The finish work on the Melody we tested 
was exceptional. The deck provided 
good traction and the rails had a nice 
clean line, giving the board good clean 
water release. Its deep triple-concave 
provides good stability through chop. 
Finally, the footstraps were well-placed, 
and even though we don’t recommend 
them on a beginner’s board, they were 
useful in high winds. 

The board is a little thin, so I don’t 
recommend it for heavyweight beginners, 
but it does tend to sink at an even keel 
under heavy loads, which makes it feel 
floatier than it is. Otherwise, it’s a fine 
board. 

This rig feels great! It's light, easy to 
rig, small, and powerful. The sail is a 
simple four-batten RAF which has no 
problems rotating—even in light winds. I 



get up on a plane. For the volume of this 
board, the nose is fairly narrow, which 
may be what makes it quick to tack But, 
due to this lack of volume, this board 
would be the hardest in the group for a 
heavyweight to tack. 

We didn’t especially like all the foot¬ 
straps on this board Most of them were 
oddly placed and it has to be really windy 
to get comfortable in the footstraps of a 
48-pound board For beginners, and 
more advanced sailors as well, we rec¬ 
ommend that they be removed 

One thing I really like about this pack¬ 
age is the mast foot and the fact that there 
isn’t a mast track. That’s right, on a board 
like this, not having a mast track is actu¬ 
ally a bonus because it only gets in the 
way and is rarely used correctly. The foot 
has a very easy-to-use "T" system, which 
looks a lot like the old Windsurfer design, 
but actually has an adjustable locking 
mechanism Besides this, the sail avail¬ 
able, a full foot-battened soft 5.6, felt 
pretty powerful, but the mast is very heavy. 

Despite its thin nose, this board is still 
an excellent beginner model. It has nice 
soft sides, good non-abrasive non-skid, 
and good components. With the possible 
addition of a clamp-on boom in mid-sea- 
son, the 230A will suit any light-air sailor’s 
needs. 


especially liked the booms with the Nautix 
clamp-on front end. The mast foot is 
somewhat below the standards of the rest 
of this package. It's a simple, non-adjust- 
able design that’s difficult to get in and out 
of the board. 

I like Bic. Everything they do these 
days seems to come out working well. 
This board is nice because it's so good for 
learning, yet it does all right in the better 
winds as well. I wish I could have had a 
first board that sails like the Melody does. 



The daggerboard system is easy to work 
thanks to extra-large fittings. 
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MANUFACTURER’S COMMENTS: 

The Mistral Superlight sets the stan¬ 
dard for all-around sailing Its high-vol¬ 
ume 260-liter shape has proven itself as 
one that all sailors can begin learning on 
and then enjoy for years to come as their 
sailing ability improves The Superlight’s 
lightweight epoxy construction makes it 
easy to handle on and off the water and 
comes equipped with either its success¬ 
ful One-Design racing rig or its less ex¬ 
pensive Fun rig version 
TOM JAMES’ COMMENTS: 

The Superlight differs from all other en¬ 
try-level boards in that it's a performance 
model as well as a stable high-volume 
board for beginners. Constructed with a 
Styrofoam core and epoxy skin, the Super¬ 
light is noticeably stiffer, lighter, and more 
responsive than the other boards in the 
class. It's very easy even for small weak 
people to get this board off the racks and 
down to the beach. Once on the water, 
the Superlight has the largest and most 
active One-Design racing program going 
in boardsailing. 

This year's Superlight is toned down a 
bit from the racing machine of years past. 
Although it's still the same light, lively 
epoxy hull, the standard daggerboard on 
the Fun rig is slimmed down from the 
Class Legal model, making the Super- 
light somewhat easier to handle for be¬ 
ginners in moderate winds. Even with the 
small blade, the Superlight can't be beat 
in light air. It's both fast and easy to sail. 

Control gets somewhat more difficult 
in planing conditions due to the board's 
wide tail and lack of footstraps but fortu¬ 
nately, the daggerboard does fully retract 


and the deck has good traction, so taking 
the Superlight out in high winds is not out 
of the question. In fact, the board can be 
fun on high-speed pivot jibes. Going 
through chop is a real pleasure since 
there is no harsh vibrating commonly 
associated with boards of this length and 
volume. The entry at the bow is slightly 
bellied, so it has some Division II charac¬ 
teristics, but the tail is flat so the board 
doesn't feel too roily. 

Going upwind, you can really get the 
board railed up and moving. For the 
racer, it’s easily the quickest non-Division 
II board around a race course in light-air 
conditions. For recreational sailors, the 
board handles exceptionally well on all 
points of sail in light to moderate condi¬ 
tions. 

The only problem with the Superlight is 
the seam that runs along the rail. This 
puts a bit of a damper on tricks, such as 
rail rides, but otherwise, it’s a flawless 


board. 

This year, the Superlight is available 
with both a Fun rig, and a Class Legal 
package. Both use the same high-quality 
Mistral fittings with a light epoxy mast, stiff 
booms, and easy-to-work mast foot. We 
tested the Fun rig, and found it easy to rig, 
but it feels unusually high aspect, not 
having a foot batten. If you're a first-time 
sailor, you won’t notice this, but more 
advanced sailors should go with the Class 
Legal rig. 

The Superlight is the only entry-level 
board that truly transcends the beginner- 
intermediate-expert range. Any sailor 
can enjoy this board because it's lively, 
yet stable. Durability doesn't seem to be 
a problem since the Superlight ding-tested 
nearly as high as the other boards, and it 
does have a solid rubber bumper at the 
nose. This is the perfect board for all sail¬ 
ors to have hanging around for light-air 
days. 



MANUFACTURER’S COMMENTS: 

The O'Brien Ultra is a state-of-the-art 
entry-level board. It’s a great board for 
beginners, cruising, freestyle, and rec¬ 
reational racing. The Ultra features an 
aluminum finbox system, centerboard 
gaskets, and custom-board components. 
TOM JAMES'COMMENTS: 

O’Brien has been in the entry-level 
market since day one. Their immensely 
successful Sensation can practically be 
seen on every body of water in the coun¬ 
try. It's an excellent entry-level board, but 
the Ultra is simply better. O’Brien changed 
the design around quite a bit, although 
the Sensation is still available. 

The Ultra has more of a funboard shape 
and ride than its predecessor, yet it’s still 
plenty stable for beginners. It’s excel¬ 
lently suited for learning with the foot¬ 
straps removed. This board also has a 
volume distribution oriented toward the 
back, which makes the board more 
comfortable to sail behind the mast track 


at low speeds. 

The Ultra pivots around quicker than 
anything. There’s a finbox-type mast 
track that gives sailors the option of put¬ 
ting the rig fore or aft. but the board really 
only sails well with the mast back. The 
nose is a bit too skinny for running the 
track forward. The Ultra has very slalom¬ 
boardlike rails—hard and down, rather 
than soft and rounded like the Sensation 
and most other entry-level boards. These 
rails, combined with the double concave, 
get the Ultra planing remarkably early, 
considering its 45.5-pound weight. 

In moderate conditions, this board feels 
fairly fast and is great for freestyle 
O’Brien’s finishing is perfect. The board 
looks great and has great non-skid. The 
daggerboard is not the easiest to move, 
bu?? has a streamlined knob that stays 
out of your way when you don t need it. 

especially like the way O'Brien molds in 


reach its top-end very quickly, and the 
footstraps are so poorly placed that the 
Ultra is not too fun in good planing condi¬ 
tions. Otherwise, it's hard to complain 
about this board. 

O'Brien has kept the philosophy of 
offering a good rig with even their least 
expensive boards. The sail with this 
package is a clean little 5.6 RAF. The 
booms are adjustable and the standard 
mast is a convenient but heavy two-piece 
epoxy model. This is all tied together with 
a good mast base—the fully adjustable 
custom-type base that you can use for 
any board or sail. 

All in all, this new entry-level board 
from O'Brien succeeds in replacing the 
Sensation simply because it offers the 
same solid light-air performance, but is 
much more quick in moderate conditions. 
The board is not one to carve a great jibe! 
but you can get some inklings as to how 
a shorter board feels. 
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Choosing 
The Right 
Board 

Match your sailing 
ability and style 
to the board just 
right for you. 


BY TOM JAMES 


C hoosing the right board used to be pretty easy. 
Whether you were a beginner or expert, the 
perfect board was a stock Windsurfer. In fact, 
Hoyle Schweitzer must have taken a lesson in market¬ 
ing from Henry Ford. "You can have any board you like 
as long as it’s a white Windsurfer." 

While some may yearn for the simplicity of windsurf¬ 
ing as it once was, having only one board on the market 
would make my job of board testing extremely dry. 
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Equipment 

Hull: The actual board. 

Rig: Mast, boom, sail, and universal, 
collectively. 

Mast: Holds the sail (tell people at the 
airport it’s a pole-vault). 

Boom: What you hold on to while sailing. 
Universal: Consists of U-joint, which 
allows the rig to bend or swivel in any 
direction; mast foot, which connects the 
rig to the board; and mast base exten¬ 
sion, which allows you to alter the length 
of your mast to fit a variety of sails. 
Footstraps: Straps found on the back 
half of the hull used to keep you on the 
board—windsurfing’s “bindings." 
Daggerboard: Blade, or “keel” that 
goes through center of board to provide 
lateral resistance while sailing (the word 
daggerboard is often used interchangea¬ 
bly with centerboard). 

Mast Track: On the deck of the board, 
allows sailor to move the rig fore or aft to 
fit sailing conditions. 

Fin (skeg): A foiled device at the back 
underside of the board that provides di¬ 
rectional stability. 

Boards 

Longboard: Any board with a dagger- 
board—includes; 

course board (race board)—boards made 
for course racing in moderate to high 


GLOSSARY OF TERMS: 


winds. Generally 12 feet long, very thick 
with hard rails, and at least 200 liters of 
volume. 

One Design (aka Stocker): Original 
boards for windsurfing. Usually 12 feet 
long, without footstraps, and best for 
learning and recreational messing 
around. 

Division Two (Div II): Boards used 
for Olympics. Round-bottom displace¬ 
ment boards, around 12 feet long, used in 
triangle racing. Extremely fast in light air, 
but tricky to sail in higher winds. 
Funboards: Boards that can be sailed 
in most conditions, usually between 11 
and 12 feet in length, comes with foot¬ 
straps, retracting daggerboard, and mast 
track. 

Transition board: A short funboard, 
between 10 and 11 feet long. 
Shortboard: Any board without a 
daggerboard. These need more wind 
and the sailor needs more skill to sail 
them. Includes slalom, wave, and speed 
boards. 

Slalom boards: Giant, regular, and 
high-wind. Originally designed for slalom 
racing, but used for any shortboarding 
conditions other than big surf. From Q'Q' 
to 10 feet long. 

Wave Boards: Made for surfsailing. 
Can be from 9'6‘ long on down. Are 
generally more curvy than slalom boards, 


which means they are built for maneu¬ 
verability more than speed. 
Asymmetrical: Specialized wave 

board with one side different than the 
other. Used for surfsailing in one direc¬ 
tion. 

Speed Board: Narrow (under 17 inches 
wide) and used for high-speed sailing or 
record attempts. Needs the most wind of 
any type of board. 

Sails 

Race sail: Used on course and slalom 
boards. Has camber inducers, longer 
booms, and full battens. Good for speed 
and power. 

Wave Sail: Used on wave boards. 
Lighter, shorter booms, and more ma¬ 
neuverable than race sails. 

Battens: Thin fiberglass "sticks” that 
are inserted into sail to give desirable 
shaping or handling characteristics. 
Camber-inducers: Provides stable, 
but rotating connection between battens 
in sail and mast. Makes sails more rigid. 
Soft Sail: One with few battens or none 
at all, best for recreational “no hassle" 
sailing, or often used in high-perform¬ 
ance surf sails. 

RAF: Rotating Asymmetrical Foil—Full- 
battened sail that rotates around the mast. 
Good compromise between cambered- 
power and soft-sail maneuverability. 
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Luckily.there are now probably 100 
boards out on the market, with new ones 
coming out each season, so the testing 
field is ripe. For the consumer, however, 
another story. 

The board market is a confusing mass 
hype and claims to wade through. ■ 
Theoretically, though, there's a board out ■ 
here for everyone and his conditions. 
Ending it may be another story. How- • 
ever, if you're realistic in judging, your • 
conditions, ability, and needs, you should * 
able to walk out of the store with a with • 
board that not only suits your immediate • 
needs, but one that will also allow you and • 
board quiver to progress. 


WHERE TO START 


There are three common schools of 

• thought when buying a board. Some 

• people buy boards for the way they sail at 

• the time. For this group, choosing the 

• right board is fairly straightforward. Sec- 

• ond, are those who want equipment now 

• for how they want to sail later. For these 

• people, getting the right board is much 

• harder. But, the real trick is finding a 

• board for the many people who want one 
board that’s good for all conditions. Does 
that even exist? Yes. Well, no. I mean, 
maybe. 

You see, you can take one board and 


sail it in almost any conditions, as we used 
to have to with our stock Windsurfers. 


And while it wasn’t perfect for a lot of the 
high-wind days, we didn't know it—we 
just thought it was more challenging. So 
there is a board for all conditions. 

However, now. to make the most of 
your time on the water, there are boards 
specializing in wind ranges of about every 
five knots, which would seem to indicate 
that there isn't a board for all conditions. 
On the other hand, there are boards out 
now that certainly can handle more con¬ 
ditions much better than the Windsurfer, 
so maybe the elusive all-conditions board 
does exist. Boards, as we and most major 
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Giant Slalom Board Slalom Board High-Wind Slalom Board Wave Board 


DARFIEU JONES 


• manufacturers classify them, fall into the 

• following groups: speed, wave, high- 

• wind slalom, slalom, giant slalom, transi- 

• tion, funboards, race boards, and entry- 

• level boards. Out of these, claims have 

• been made for the giant slalom, transi- 

• tion, funboard, race board to be the only 

• board you'll ever need, but that's simply 

• not realistic if you aspire to be any type of 

• serious sailor. 

• If you want to get into windsurfing in a 

• big way, plan on getting two boards. Of 

• course, you don’t want to get two boards 

• right off. You may use one board exclu- 

• sively for over a year, but the starter 

• board you buy, if you eventually plan to 
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get a second board, should be different 
than if you only plan to own one board at 
a time. 

When planing to eventually own two 
boards, it's a good idea to get a light-air 
board to start out on and keep for recrea¬ 
tional sailing, then progress to a higher- 
wind performance board. If you only plan 
to own one board, start out with one that 
will perform fairly well in all conditions. 
See, it's getting confusing. 


ENTRY-LEVEL 


First, starting with the most basic of 
boards, is the entry-level. These are the 


ones that seem so big when you see them 
in the store, but feel so small when you're 
learning to windsurf. These are the best 
boards for learning on and for having 
recreational fun in light air. and are an 
excellent choice if you eventually plan to 
get a complementary second board. You 
see, entry-level boards don't work too 
well in high winds. The entry-level is 
about 12 feet long and over 26 inches 
wide, having at least 220 liters of volume. 
It’s easy to recognize because it almost 
■ never has footstraps. 


FUNBOARDS 


Next, is the funboard, which can be 
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AITKEN1M0/210 liters/ 

35 pounds/6.0 fathead sail/ 
adjustable boom/$669 retail 

AITKEN 104/140 liters/ 

32 pounds/6.0 or 5.2 Fun Line fully 
battened sail/$715 retail 

AITKEN 96-S/122 liters/25 pounds/ 
6.0 or 5.2 Fun Line fully battened sail/ 
$715 retail 


V 


AITKEN 9-0/104 liters/20 pounds/$399 retail 

For more information or the dealer nearest 
you, contact AITKEN INDUSTRIES 
213-323-0291 or write P.O. Box 3134, 

Gardena, CA 90247 


V/ ! 
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^AITKEN 104, 96-S and 9-0 
WITH MOLDED-IN 
ALUMINUM FIN BOX!! 


Reader Service 6 



^S T O R A G E SYSTEM 

• INSTALLS EASILY ON WALL 

• GARAGE ; DEN, OR SHOWROOM 

• STEEL COMPONENTS 

• WHITE BAKED ENAMEL FINISH 


— SPACE SAVER! 

You will own your equipment for 
a lifetime, protect it now! 

• ADD BRACKETS FOR FUTURE NEEDS 

• 5 INTERCHANGEABLE BRACKET STYLES 

• ADJUST OR REMOVE BRACKETS IN SECONDS 

• HOLDS UP TO 6 FULL SIZE BOARDS 



about the same size as the entry-level 
board, but funboards always have foot¬ 
straps and adjustable mast tracks, mak¬ 
ing them more useful in heavy winds. The 
only other board that is 12 feet or longer 
is the race board. 

Race boards are performance-ori¬ 
ented longboards and are best for the 
sailor who wants to get into unlimited- 
class sailboard racing. You can learn 
and progress on a race board, but they 
can be fairly fragile compared to some 
entry-level boards and funboards. Both 
funboards and race boards are good in 
all wind conditions, so they're excellent 
choices if you’re going to only own one 
board. 


TRANSITION 


Next in size are the transition boards, 
which are pretty unique. They’re like 
mini-funboards, but they turn much bet¬ 
ter and can probably go a little faster. On 
the other hand, a transition board is harder 
to learn on and needs more wind to get 
going. 

Transition boards combine the fea¬ 
tures of a race board and a slalom board 
into one package, thus making it an ex¬ 
cellent choice for anyone—from a small 
beginner looking for a board he or she 
can grow into, to a big guy looking for a 
board for almost all conditions. The sizes 
on these can vary quite a bit, usually from 
10 to 11 feet long, 24 to 27 inches wide, 
and can be as thick as a race board. 

Naturally, transition boards have all 
the details—from footstraps and sliding 
mast tracks to retractable daggerboards 
and hard rails. They’re great fun to own, 
but difficult to build a quiver of boards 
around because you’ll never be sure 
whether to get a bigger or smaller board 
to go with the transition board. 


GIANT SLALOMS 


The next step is a major one, down to 
the realm of shortboards. Shortboards 
don't have daggerboards and need at 
least 10 knots to get you going, so you 
have to be pretty proficient to sail them. 
However, recently there have been some 
huge giant slalom boards coming onto 
the market that have all the float neces¬ 
sary to get anyone over 220 pounds going 
in moderate wind, yet can also support a 
moderate-sized beginner. 

This has great potential for people who 
only want to learn to shortboard, because 
they can start up on the giants, then learn 
to waterstart and jibe on them also. The 
drawbacks are that you’ll still need about 
10 knots to sail them and they're fairly dif¬ 
ficult to learn on. If you live somewhere 
that has consistently high winds, these 
are the perfect boards on which to take 
up the sport. We consider anything over 
9 ' 6 " long with 130 liters or more of volume 
to be a giant slalom board. 
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SLALOMS 


Slalom boards, which are in the nine- 
foot to 9'5" range, are the all-around 
shortboards. They get planing fairly 
quickly and can handle a wind range from 
approximately 15 to 25 knots For winds 
above this, you'd need a high-wind sla¬ 
lom board, which can range from 8’6" to 
9'2" long, but is just a bit narrower and 
thinner than a regular slalom board. 

If you're at the skill level where you can 
waterstart and jibe fairly consistently and 
you live where there are good winds, then 
a slalom board may be the hull you want. 
Generally, people buy high-wind slalom 
boards to complement their bigger 
shortboards. Some people own a big 
high-wind slalom for their really high-wind 
board, and have a smaller giant slalom 
board for their light and moderate 
shortboard winds. 

There are countless sizes and combi¬ 
nations of pairing a couple of slalom 
boards, but a good giant slalom board 
“quivered" with a good high-wind slalom 
board can cover you from 10 to 30 knots, 
provided you have the sails to handle 
those wind ranges. 


WAVE AND SPEED BOARDS 


The only other main category of boards 


widely available is specialty boards: the 
wave and speed boards. Wave boards 
are usually under nine feet long and excel 
in maneuverability. These are almost 
exclusively used in the ocean. Speed 
boards are shortboards (under nine feet) 
that are extremely narrow (under 18 
inches) and take at least 15 knots and a 
lot of skill to sail. They do offer the fastest 
speeds you can hit on a board, but a 
speed board is usually someone's third or 
even fourth board in his quiver. 


TERMS OF THE TRADE 


One thing all boards share is the termi¬ 
nology we use to describe them. If you 
read the board tests, you’re likely to come 
across some words you aren't familiar 
with. My word processing program 
doesn't know them either 

Starting with the hull, on the deck we 
use the terms domed or flat. Domed 
decks have a slight arc to them, making 
them more comfortable under your feet 
when you're planing, but flat decks are 
probably better for beginners since they're 
easier and more stable to stand on. Also, 
on the deck, we talk about non-skid. This 
is simply the applied traction. A good 
non-skid will give traction, but not be too 
abrasive. 

When discussing the outline of the 


board, we generally talk in terms of wide, 
narrow, curvy, or straight. In general, 
’ wide boards are more stable and easier 
’ to get going in light air. If they’re curvy, 
’ they tend to turn better. Narrow boards 
’ offer the best control in high winds, and if 

* the outline is straight, it’s for speed, not 
necessarily turns. 

Moving on to the rails, the terms used 
here are usually boxey, hard, sharp, soft, 
pinched, tucked, or rounded Boxey rails 
’ means that a board has thick, box-like 

* sides and is best for early planing and 
’ light-wind speed. The edges on boxey 

rails are usually “hard" or “sharp" to pro- 
’ vide clean water release and are most 
' often found on slalom and course boards. 
Progressively moving away from the 

* notion of boxey, are the tucked, pinched, 
' rounded, and soft rails. “Tucked" usually 
’ means boxey, but with the edge softened 
’ and rolled under a bit. These rails are 
‘ good on boards made for speed with 

* turning in mind. “Pinched" means thinned 
’ out and is usually found on wave or high- 
’ wind boards for control. Round and soft 

* rails, found on recreational boards, make 
’ the board forgiving and easy to sail. 

Bottom shapes can also be a confus- 
’ ing topic. The most important aspect of 
' the bottom shape is the rocker line, which 

* unfortunately, is the hardest to see. A flat 

* rocker line gets a board planing early, but 
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ANDRE LEFEBVRE - France’s Pioneer Sail Designer 
1989 Sizes and Prices, call for the dealer 
nearest you. Before you buy anyone else’s 
sail and pay too much, check out a 1989 ANDRE SAIL 
because the wind can’t tell the difference but you can. 


1989 



Madd Mike's, Boston MA (617) 451-6181 
Mike Banker (owner): “not just an alternative, the Andre sails are serious 
competitor's' 


SAILS 


size 


boom/mast price 


WAVE SAILS 


2.8M 

3.3M 

4.0M 

4.5M 

5.0M 

5.7M 


3*10715'3* $248.00 
4’2715’3' $252.00 
4*6715*3' $258.00 
4'10715’3* $265.00 
5’3715’3' $272.00 
5'9716’0* $280.00 


Windsurfing Orlando, Orlando 
FI (407) 249-0234 
Tom Cangelose (owner): “the 
best sail value for your dollar, 
period! 


4.7M 

5.5M 

6.5M 

7.5M 


4*2715*3' $328.00 
4*10715*3* $345.00 
5*6716*0* $373.00 
6*6716*3' $402.00 


POWER LEECH 

Power Leech; Revolutionary Leech System, One 
sail to handle wide range of wind conditions, see 
article 1989 Jan. issue Windsurf Magazine and in 
German Surf Magazine. 


Surfs Up. Keego Harbor Ml (313) 681-9100 

Kirt Manecke (owner): "unbeatable quality at unbeatable prices" 



SPEED SLALOM 


Ifll £m\\ 

4.5M 

4’10715'3’ 

$260.00 

5.5M 

5*6715’3' 

$280.00 


6.5M 

6*6716'0' 

$304.00 


7.5M 

7*3716*3' 

$341.00 

Windy Sails Inc, Van Nuys CA 

8.4M 

5*6719*5' 

$382.00 

(818) 997-6494 

9.2M 

6*6719*5" 

$404.00 

Mike Spiva (team rider): “the 

10.0M 

7*6719*5' 

$422.00 

hottest new sails to hit our 
area this year" 

11.0M 

8*0719*5' 

$440.00 


Gorge Windsurfing, The Dalles OR 
(503) 298-8796 

Ryan Rooper (owner): "a TEIJIN 
mylar sail at dacron prices with 
performance that's hard to beat" 


JUMBO SAILS 



1989 HAWAII PRODUCT SAILS 



SLALOM 




Kitty Hawk 
Sports, Nags 

4.0M 

4'11715'3' 

$195.00 


4.5M 

5*4715*3" 

$200.00 

Head NC (919) 

Mylar sail with front luff panel 

5.0M 

5*8715*3' 

$208.00 

441-4124 

dacron, with sailbag, special 

5.7M 

6'3715’7* 

$220.00 

Keith Wood 

plastic vario top and tapered 

6.4M 

6'6'/16’2' 

$230.00 

(director): “easy 

batten set. 

7.0M 

7'3716’5* 

$240.00 

to rig, easy to 


8.0M 

7*6716*8* 

$260.00 

handle, and easy 


9.0M 

8*0717’3' 

$280.00 

on the pocket 




FUNLINE 

Dacron Sail with 
reinforced mylar, 
supplied with sailbag. 


4.0M 

5*3715*3" 

$128.00 

4.6M 

5'9715'3’ 

$134.00 

5.2M 

6’3715'3' 

$140.00 

6.0M 

6*7715'3* 

$146.00 


book" 

Paradise Sailboards, Wichita 
KA (316) 265-0258 
Phil Boerstler (owner): 
“wonderful quality, very 
reasonable price" 


^Windmtfing of {Poit O tangs 

'On the Port Orange Causeway' 

Accross The Street From Daytona's Premier Windsurfing Location' 

92 Dunlawton Ave. Port Orange, FL 32019 • (904) 767-8904 

Shipping & Handling charge $5 throughout Mainland USA. In Florida add 6% sales lax We accept check, money order, Visa, MasterCard. 

Call for info on your closest dealer! 
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usually has a lower top-end speed. 

A continuous rocker line just means 
there is no flat section in the length on the 
bottom of the board This rocker line, 
depending on the amount of curve, can 
be suited for any type of sailing, but is 
most commonly associated with smooth 
acceleration and good control over the 
board’s range. 

A “kicked” rocker is associated with 
wave boards and means there is some 
extra rocker in the tail. This makes the 
board turn and maneuver better, but also 
makes it harder to get planing. 

The other aspects of the bottom, con¬ 
caves, and vee are not nearly as impor¬ 
tant as the rocker line, but they can in¬ 
crease a board's performance. Con¬ 
caves give lift for quicker planing and vee 
gives a board control. Don't buy one 
board over another just because it has 
concaves. Some very successful slalom 
boards essentially have a flat bottom. 

Now that you know everything there is 
to know about choosing a board, you 
have to choose a rig. The best plan for 
beginners is to get the rig that comes with 
the board package, simply because it'll 
save you a lot of money and is generally 
well-suited for the board. But if you want 
to change or upgrade, here's what you 
need to know. 

The rig consists of four parts: the sail, 
mast, booms, and mast base. Out of 
these, the mast and sail are the most 
important. The mast should fit the sail in 
bend characteristics, so ask the dealer or 
check some charts out before you buy 
anything. Chances are, if you want to 
change sails you'll need to change masts. 

Beginners should have light, easy-to- 
rig sails with moderate boom length. I 
don't recommend camber-induced race 
sails for beginners because they are 
heavy, hard to rig correctly for a beginner, 
have too much power, and are expen¬ 
sive. Nor do I recommend a wave sail, 
since it's quirky and its booms are too 
short for beginners; or a speed sail, since 
it's cumbersome with all its battens. 
Anything else, such as an RAF slalom or 
a luffable entry-level sail, is fine. 

The best mast for any sail is the one 
recommended for that sail, but beginners 
should stay away from super-heavy masts 
such as a wave mast, or super-light and 
fragile carbon race masts. Epoxy or 
aluminum are the best choice. It's nice to 
have an adjustable boom and a clamp-on 
front end will make rigging easier, but 
these are by no means necessary for a 
first board. 

Basically, choosing the right board 
boils down to the following variables: 
ability, weight, and wind strength. So, 
first accurately assess these three fac¬ 
tors, then head down to your local dealer 
for more information. On page 69 there 
are some more terms, so you'll know what 
he’s talking about. t 
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Now Introducing 


Revolutionary New Deck Pads 
with Real Texture for Positive 
Traction and Complete Control . 

• Available in 3mm or 5mm 
thicknesses packaged in sets of 3 
with an optional 4th strap separately 
packaged. Or, buy the unique 
f, Designer Kit" which enables you to 
design your own style. 

• Designer Kit comes with 
instructions, razor blade and patterns, 
which enable you to design large 
custom pads to suit your needs sized 
18" x 28". 

• 4 colors available. 


. . . STILL more INNOVATIONS FOR yOU 

Seatector ~ _ Grippers 


Why go to the beach and ruin 
your seats! Protect your Car Seat 
from Salt, Sun, Grease, Dirt and 
those WET WETSUITS 

" Seatector " is made 
of water resistant 
nylon. ONE SIZE 
FITS ALL MAKES 
and MODELS CARS 
AND TRUCKS. 

Available in 3 colors: 

Yellow!grey, Black!grey. Pink! Yellow 


1058 WAIMANU STT9qqi4 HONOLULU HAWAII 
( 808 ) 524-2324 

Call, Write or FAX to receive our full product line information 
USA (800) 367-8047 Ext 518 FAX (808) 


We take our 

PKO YKHCnON 


anti-skid and 
developed a line of 
slipper we call 

'Grippers'. 

Grippers offer the 
perfect blend of 
fashion, safety and 
comfort for people who 
live and play in the 
sun and water. Mens, 
women & kids. 

colors — 2 styles • Men & Women 


Custom Boards 

• Designed by Brian Hinde, world 
renowned shaper & designer of 
Sailboard Master Class with over 20 
years of shaping and board 
construction experience. Working 
alongside Brian Hinde is our Open 
Ocean production team with a 
combined total of over 90 years 
experience. 

• Open Ocean believes that custom 
means made for you. We build you 
your dream. Standard designs and 
sizes are also available, 8'6", 9'0", 
9'6". 


ATTENTION DEALERS : 

Call us (toll free) 

for our unique and complete board re-sale 
program which includes 
inventory,financing, terms 
and a protected marketing area for you! 

Standard designs are in stock for 
immediate delivery. 

(Surfboards are also available in this program). 
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Two New Jersey fishermen watch as a 
boardsailor takes full advantage of the state’s 
excellent fall wind conditions. 



i 



BY JACK BUSKO 


ew Jersey is a small state with a • control when the trees begin to sway, 
lot of coastline—130 miles to • Despite the often erratic conditions, 
be 6X3ct. Although thoro is * boardsailors in Ngw Jorsoy ar g always 
some boardsailing on inland • ready to the head for the water—winter, 

• lakes and rivers, most of New Jersey's • spring, summer, or fall. 

• boardsailing takes place on the coast. • 



' The state, located between such major 

• cities as Philadelphia and New York, draws 

• boardsailors to its waters from the neigh- 

• boring states of Delaware, Maryland, and 

• Connecticut. New Jersey is such a small 

• slate, there’s a lot of camaraderie be- 

• tween boardsailors and it isn't uncom- 

• mon for North Jersey sailors to drive to a 

• South Jersey spot for a good session or ■ 
' contest. In fact, “windsanity" is a condi- • 
' tion that affects boardsailors from both • 
' North and South Jersey. Since the wind • 
' doesn't blow like clockwork, one must • 

• keep an ear tuned to the weather radio. 

■ Knowledge of the weather is extremely 

• important to get premium boardsailing in 

' New Jersey. When there is the slightest • 

' chance of wind, everything is put on hold— 

' job, friends, and family. Windsanity takes • 


A SAIL FOR ALL SEASONS 


Owning a wide range of neoprene 

• keeps the New Jersey boardsailor in the 

• water for a long season. Drysuits, boots, 

■ gloves, and hoods are a necessity in the 

■ early spring months. Forty-degree water 
temperatures can quickly give an unpre¬ 
pared boardsailor a hypothermic experi¬ 
ence. - 

Late spring brings somewhat warmer 
water and much warmer air, allowing one 
to shed the drysuits for wetsuits. Spring 
winds slowly taper off into the summer • 
doldrums, although some summers have • 
been known to bring weeks of thermal • 
high-wind madness (see sidebar). By • 
late June, sailors in the bay waters can • 
shed their wetsuits, butthey'restillneeded • 
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for sailing in the cold North Atlantic. Big 
boards, bigger sails, knowledge of the 
ever-changing weather, and a creative 
imagination are the tools needed by the 
New Jersey boardsailor who wants to sail 
in July and August. 

The best New Jersey boardsailing 
conditions occur in the fall. Air tempera¬ 
tures start to cool down and wetsuit wres¬ 
tling becomes part of the boardsailing 
experience once again. The wind magi¬ 
cally reappears as cold fronts move from 
west to east. Occasionally, a late-season 
hurricane will work its way up the coast, 
past Cape Hatteras, and bring sailing 
conditions that can rival any place in the 
world. 


NUCLEAR NORTH JERSEY 


The northern part of the state is more 
populated and is the industrial center. It’s 
a neighbor to New York and is where the 
greatest population of boardsailors can 
be found. You can find many lakes while 
travelling around the northernmost part of 
New Jersey. Most are accessible only by 
boardsailing lakeshore landowners, but 
some, such as Round Valley, Budd Lake, 
and Lake Hopatcong, boast a larger 
boardsailing population every year. 

Spruce Run is located among the 
rolling hills and fresh-water lakes of north¬ 
western New Jersey. On any given 
weekend, from May to October, you can 
find this place bustling with boardsailors 
having fun. Despite the gusty—some¬ 
times erratic—wind conditions, big boards 
and sails are the call here, except for 
those days when Mother Nature breathes 
in a shortboarding day. 



The Old Barnegat Lighthouse stands guard 
over the sailable shallow bay . 0 


RAY FISK 

The biggest group of boardsailors in 
northern Jersey can be found on the 
coast at Sandy Hook. The Hook, as it is 
commonly called, is a small peninsula of 
sand that juts northward from the main¬ 
land into Raritan Bay. 

This thin strip of sand, known as "the 
gateway to New York Harbour," has the 
oldest lighthouse and lifesaving stations 
in the country and was once the military 
protection headquarters for the harbour. 


WINDSURFING SERVICES 


Bayview Sailboats 
312 Bay Avenue 
Ocean City. NJ 08226 
609-398-3049 
Brigantine Sailboards 
406 West Shore Drive 
Brigantine, NJ 08203 
609-266-2727 
Campmor Inc. 

810 Route 17 N. 

Paramus, NJ 07652 
201-445-5000 
Cranford Boat & Canoe 
250 Springfield Avenue 
Cranford, NJ 07016 
201-272-6991 
Dosil’s Sport Center 
Route 36 

North Middletown, NJ 07734 
201-787-0508 

Island Surf and Sad 

0304 Long Beach Diva 
Brant Beach. NJ 08008 
609-494-5553 

Lance Sailing Center 

65 First Avenue 


Atlantic Highlands, NJ 07716 
201-872-2711 

Long Beach Surf and Supply 

819 Barnegat Avenue 
Ship Bottom, NJ 08008 
609-494-5454 
Pelican Sailboard 
Rt. 10 (on corner 53) 

Morris Plains, NJ 07950 
201-267-0964 
Ski Haus USA 
Oceanport Avenue 
Little Silver. NJ 07739 
201-842-6666 

Specialty Sports Windsurf 
1360 Route 23 North 
Butler, NJ 07405 
201-838-1668 
The Sport People 
Rt. 202, Main Street 
Bedminster, NJ 07921 
201-234-2232 
Windsurfing Bay Head 
500 North Highway 35 
Point Pleasant Beach, NJ 
201-899-8454 


' This historical area is a great place to visit ’ 
' on a no-wind day On a windy day, ' 
’ especially a north-or northwest-wind day, ' 
' Sandy Hook Bay has some of the best ' 
’ conditions to be found in New Jersey, ’ 
' despite the water-quality conditions. ' 
' Boardsailors are drawn here from the ' 

' nearby mass-populated North Jersey and ' 

' New York metropolitan areas. 

Parking lot C in Sandy Hook National ' 

' Park is the place to launch But get there ' 

’ early in the morning during the summer ' 

' season, because this place gets packed ' 
' out with boardsailors and tourists. 

A short hop south down coastal Route ' 
' 36 brings you to Long Branch, home of ' 
' the state's wavesailing pioneers Long ’ 

' Branch is an old resort town that boasts ' 
‘ consistent sideshore thermal winds dur- ’ 
' mg the spring and summer months But * 
' here, the wavesailing is only for the most ' 
' experienced. Seven Presidents Park in ’ 
' Long Branch is the only legal wavesailing ' 
' spot in town and has nasty shorebreak, ' 
' steep powerful waves, swift current, and ' 

• lots of ietty and piling obstacles. Most ' 
‘ boardsailors pass up the waves of Long • 
' Branch for the flat waters of Sandy Hook. * 
' Much of the northern part of the Jersey ' 
' coastline is privately owned, so water ’ 

■ access is limited south of Long Branch ' 

■ until you come to Bay Head. The trip ■ 
' along Route 36 from Long Branch to Bay • 
' Head is dotted with seaside mansions ' 

• that make it worth the drive to experience ' 

• this aspect of New Jersey. 

Bay Head is located at the northern tip ' 

■ of Barnegat Bay. Barnegat Bay is the • 

• northernmost in a series of bays that • 

• separate the mainland from the barrier • 

■ islands of the Jersey shore. The mostly • 
' shallow bay is sailable in any wind direc- • 

• tion from either the mainland side or from • 

• the barrier islands. 

Popular spots on northern Barnegat • 

• Bay include Vance Street at the water • 

• tower in Lavalette. This spot is good in the • 

• off-season, but has a lot of powerboat • 

• traffic during the summer season. Green • 

• Acres Pier at 11th Street Bayside, in • 

• Seaside Park, is the place to go for some • 

• good flat-water sailing and chop hop- • 

• ping. These spots are good on any wind • 

• direction, except east, and best on a • 

• south or southwesterly. 

The newest Barnegat Bay hotspot is • 

• Berkely Island Park on the mainland side • 

• of Barnegat Bay, just off Route 9 in Bayville. • 

• This spot has plenty of parking, a grassy • 

• rigging area, and a protected cove for • 

• beginners. It does have some powerboat • 

• traffic in summer and the green-head flies • 

• can be murder. The best wind here is • 

• southerly, but it’s sailable on anything. • 

On the ocean side of the seaside • 

• area, the surfing beach at Brighton Ave- • 

• nue is the only launching area. Good on • 

• northern and southern winds, the wavesail- • 

• ing here is also for experienced sailors • 

• only. 
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SOUTH JERSEY SHREDDING 


Moving southward down Barnegat * 
Bay is Barnegat Inlet and Long Beach * 
Island At this point, you enter South * 
Jersey. Here, the New Jersey coast turns ’ 
from north-south to northeast-southwest ' 
The rolling hills disappear, small towns * 
replace big cities, and vast forests of pine * 
extend for miles across the state Bays, * 
estuaries, marshlands, hundreds of small * 
barrier islands, and numerous inlets dot * 
the landscape along the coast. 

Long Beach Island is New Jersey’s * 
largest barrier island and Barnegat Inlet * 
is the northeast’s most treacherous inlet. * 
The Barnegat Shoals lie just off Barnegat * 
Inlet. This place has good surfsailing in all * 
wind directions, except west and north- * 
west. 

Long Beach Island is an 18-mile-long * 
sand dune, six miles out to sea, with inlets * 
at either end, Barnegat and Little Egg * 
Harbor Bays on it's west side, and the • 
Atlantic Ocean on the east side. It is * 
sailable in every wind direction. On the * 
bay side, shallow water and plenty of * 
wind give this part of Barnegat Bay some * 
of the best flat-water conditions in South * 
Jersey. 

Long Beach Island probably has the * 
state’s second-biggest boardsailing • 
population, next to Sandy Hook. The * 
most popular sailing spots are the Harvey • 
Cedars Recreation Area Bayside at the • 
north end of the island and the 68th Street • 
Bayside Park Brant Beach in the middle • 
of the island. Both spots offer areas for • 
beginners and wide-open bay sailing • 
several hundred yards offshore. 

Oceanside, the Barnegat Light Shoals, * 
the 9th Street Surfing Beach in Ship Bot- • 
tom, and Wooden Jetty in Holgate on the ■ 
southernmost part of the island are the • 
most popular surfsailing spots on the • 
island. North, northeast, south, and south- • 
west are all good wind directions for these • 



PAUL MINONICH • 

spots. Jetties located every quarter-mile * 
on the beach have formed an outside * 
sandbar about 100 yards out, making for * 
good wave-jumping and riding. 

LBI (as it is more commonly called) is • 
also the center of contest activity in New • 
Jersey. Seventeen successful boardsail- * 
ing contests, run by the two local ■ 
boardsailing clubs, were held on LBI in • 
1988 alone. Barnegat Bay turns into Little l 
Egg Harbor Bay at the Long Beach Island • 
causeway, which feeds out Beach Haven ■ 
Inlet at the southern end of Long Beach ■ 
Island. Just a few miles south is the • 
Brigantine Wildlife Refuge, one of the * 
largest wildbird sanctuaries on the East • 
Coast. Brigantine Inlet’s constantly shoal- ■ 
ing sands provide great sailing for those • 


lucky enough to be able to get there by * 
boat or four-wheel-drive. South or south¬ 
west winds are best, but northeast is ’ 
good here, too. Watch out for fast-moving ’ 
currents and low-flying birds. 

For surfsailing fun, 15th Street Brigan- * 
tine is a good launch site that leads to the * 
Brigantine Shoals, about a mile offshore. ’ 
Good wavesailing can be found out here. ’ 
but don’t break down—it’s a long, long * 
swim back. Also on the south end of ’ 
Brigantine, is yet another inlet, Absecon ’ 
Inlet. Inside close-to-shore small waves ' 
break in shallow water, making this a * 
great place for the beginning wavesailor * 
to get the feel of wave-jumping and riding * 
without much risk of injury or broken * 
equipment. 

Farther south, we find Atlantic City * 
with all its flash and cash. This casino- ’ 
land offers very little for the New Jersey * 
boardsailor, except the chance to win ' 
enough money to buy more equipment. A ’ 
few miles west, on Route 40, is Lakes Bay. * 
This has become a popular meeting place * 
for boardsailors from the Brigantine, At- ’ 
lantic City, Pleasantville area. 

This spot is good in almost any wind ' 
direction and is waist-deep almost every- * 
where; a good place for learning water- ' 
starts in the summer southwesterly ther- ’ 
mals. Absecon Bay located on Route 30 * 
is the sister bay to Lakes Bay and is ‘ 
basically the same, but better on the ’ 
strong northwesterlies that occasionally ‘ 
rip through the area. 

Ocean City and Somers Point are the * 
next areas south of Atlantic City, In the ’ 
town of Somers Point, on the mainland * 
side of Great Egg Harbor Bay, is Kennedy • 
Park. This is the most popular meeting * 
place for flat-water boardsailing in the * 
Ocean City area. A nice place to picnic, * 
but boardsailing can be quite a hassle * 
here. There is a $5-per-board charge to * 
get into the park, which has a rocky bot- * 
tom and literally no beach at high tide for * 


THERMAL 

MADNESS 


BY PAUL MINDNICH 


Hunting for wind and waves on the 
Jersey coast in the springtime is like 
walking through the New Jersey Pine 
Barrens in search of a pine needle. If 
you don’t move, you lose. 

Thermal development along the 
coast shifts around the state to different 
areas. These shifts are related to the 
prevailing spring wind patterns, mainly 
south, southwest, and west. With some 
general weather knowledge and the 
ability to see such conditions develop¬ 
ing, you can find planing conditions in 
the 15-plus range about four days a 
week from April 1 to July 15, and some¬ 
times later. 

In a typical spring pattern, a low- 


pressure storm will develop in the lower 
Ohio Valley, and intensify as it moves 
northeast to western Pennsylvania. A 
Bermuda-like high positioned off the US 
southeast bumps the storm track from 
winter to spring and doesn’t allow much 
of the precipitation to reach the coastline 
areas until the storm is over New England. 
The jet stream shifts north from Hatteras 
to a line running southwest to northeast 
along the Appalachians, and warm south¬ 
erlies pump spring into the mid-Atlantic 
region. 

With ocean temperatures in the mid- 
AOs and air temperatures in the mid-70s. 
Thermal Madness takes over. If the 
weather forecast calls for a southeast 
south, southwest, or light west wind of 10 
knots or more, along with a 50-percent or 
better sunlight forecast, you can add 10 
knots to that. 


The Weather Channel ™, available . 
on New Jersey cable, is your best tool to . 
predict the time of day the wind will be . 
best. Learn to focus in on the midday . 
and late-afternoon national maps. Iso- . 
bars (lines of equal pressure) show you . 
where the wind is best. You want to be I . 
where they are closest together. You . 
can also get a very good idea of cloud . 
cover, precipitation, and its movement. . 

Oftentimes, warm fronts contain large , 
gaps in their precipitation bands. Look . 
for breaks in the green areas on the . 
national digital radar to choose the part I . 
of the state that has the most sunlight, a I . 
key to thermal wind. Note that warm I . 
fronts move from southwest to north- . 
east. So learn to keep tabs on the I . 
weather, keep moving, and you'll be . 
sure to find a place in New Jersey where I . 
the wind is blowing! I . 
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Stra pContiol 

C\Precision Footstrap Plate Kit\ 

Eliminates footstrap twist while extending footstrap life. 


HNSAs/ 


Fin Fastener & Protector 

Release-on-Impact Protection. 

Quick fin adjustments. 

Un-Breakable. 

Now Available: Retrofit Kit for fins with damaged fin tabs. 


Ask Your Local Dealer 


Also Available trvough Murray's Marine & Rainbow Distributing 


2010 Moore Street Bellingham. WA USA 98226 Phone 206 671 9886 
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Watch the Gun Sails forecast on the Weather 
Channel, every Friday night (9:08 p.m. ET). 
Recognize the locations where the videos were 
filmed and enter our contest. You may win one of 
fifty prizes worth over three thousand dollars. 
For complete contest rules and an official entry 
form send a self-addressed stamped envelope to: 




NY, 12921-0520 


launching All the while, there is plenty of 
boat traffic from the nearby powerboat 
launch ramp If you're into social sailing, 
this is the place to go 

Corsons Inlet is on the southern end 
of Ocean City. This is also a place for the 
beginning wavesailor, with shallow wave 
conditions inside and bigger waves out¬ 
side. 

The sailors from Stone Harbor spend 
their time surfsailing Corsons, Townsends, 
and Hereford Inlets—and an occasional 
beach break. All these inlets offer good 
surfsailing, but only the locals know the 
secrets of beach access. 

Finally we come to Cape May, on the 
southern tip of New Jersey. This old 
Victorian resort town rests at the entrance 
to the Delaware Bay This recently ex¬ 
plored area has untapped boardsailing 
potential. 

Poverty Beach at Cape May is a good 
surfsailing spot on northeast or southwest 
winds. Many Jersey surfsailors sail here 
when the surf is too big along the rest of 
the coast. Moving around to the Dela¬ 
ware Bay side of the point next to the 
Cape May-Lewes Ferry Launch is a site 
that’s great for west and northwest winds. 
The chop out in the Delaware Bay can get 
from five- to eight-feet high with an op¬ 
posing current. Caution should be used 
here—if anything goes wrong, you can 
easily be washed out to sea. Moving up 
the Delaware Bay to the Delaware River, 
is an area that could be further explored 
for more potential, boardsailing hotspots. 
However, this is not the place to be sailing 
alone. 

Much farther up the Delaware River, 
on the Jersey side across from Philadel¬ 
phia, lies the little town of Riverton. West 
winds whip up the river against an oppos¬ 
ing swift-moving current, creating a mini- 
Gorge situation, complete with large 
freighters and barges that move up and 
down the river. 


GARDEN STATE SAILING 


One of the best things about living in 
New Jersey is the change of seasons. 
With this change, comes changes in 
weather and wind. Strong spring cold 
fronts move rapidly out of Canada bring¬ 
ing winds before and after, which gives 
New Jersey some truly spectacular 
windsurfing. And even when fall fades 
into winter, the wind never stops. It just 
gets colder! As you can see, New Jersey 
has a wide range of locations and condi¬ 
tions for the boardsailor, all within a four- 
hour drive from major northeastern met¬ 
ropolitan areas. So come on out to the 
Garden State and catch a little dose of 
“windsanity” yourself. ■ 


Native Jersey boy, Jack Busko, hails from 
Long Beach Island, where he works as a 
windsurfing instructor at Island Surf and 
Sail. 


















































IMER MELODY 
PACKAGE 



Jump into this one now with both feet! Fora limited time BIC Sport 
offers the choice of two exciting summer money-saving boardsailing 
packages. Buy a BIC Melody and choose from two package deals worth 
$300 each at retail! From free sails, rigs, polo shirts and sailboard racks 
plus a subscription to WindRider—the popular sailboard magazine—here’s the one source, 
and one chance, to get your feet wet in boardsailing and save big besides! See your participat¬ 
ing BIC Sport dealer now for details! 


GET WET WITH THE CHOICE OF 
2 EXCITING BOARDSAILING PACKAGE DEALS! 


“STARTUP” 

PACKAGE: * 

•3.5m 2 Junior Rig 

• BIC Airforce 
Polo Shirt 

• BIC SportRack 
Sailboard Rack 

• One-Year 
subscription to 
WindRider 

FREE 

RETAIL VALUE: $300. 



BUILD A QUIVER” 

PACKAGE: * 

• UP Twin Rad 
Slalom Sail 

• BIC Airforce 
Polo Shirt 

• One-Year 
subscription 
to WindRider 

FREE 

RETAIL VALUE: $300. 




1020 Sherman Ave„ Hamden, CT 06514 


•Offer expires July 5.1989. Product must 
be purchased between May 26 and July 5. 
1989. Void where prohibited or restncted. 
Supplies are limited. BIC Sport reserves 
the right to substitute any item for product 
of similar style and value. Offer valid only 
in the U.SA 
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ERIN O BOYLE 


Dropping 

Out, 

Dropping 

In 


BY ERIC SANFORD 


T here comes a time in everyone’s life when you begin to 
question just what the heck you’re doing here on earth. 
The traffic, the noise, the pressures, the responsibilities— 
ail the normal day-to-day pleasures you must deal with in 
order to fit into the mainstream of American life.. If you’re 
lucky, you get to take off to the lake for a couple of weeks in 
the summer. Perhaps you even sneak in an occasional 
weekend on the coast, if you don’t have to mow the lawn or 
fix the shutters or take your kids to ballet lessons. 
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Maui resident, Tom C 
people were put on tti 
and that's just what ti 


Peter and Shari Hutter haven’t forgotten why 
they’re here on earth. Skiing 70 days a year 
and sailing 50, indeed make life worth living. 


ER:C SANFORD • 




The beat goes on, and pretty soon it all 
becomes mundane... expected, easy, 
and yet, not rewarding. Your priorities, so 
revolutionary and clear just a few years 
ago, have become clouded with a new 
reality—that of keeping your life together. 
Rather than having you dictate your life, 
now your life seems to be leading you 
down some nebulous path toward... to¬ 
ward what? 

Toward more kids? More cars? More 
'ills? More... work??? 

Come on, will ya! What about all those 
/ronzed beach bums who seemingly sail 
their lives away while you slave through 
the endless waterstarts of life? How come 
they get to look so fit and happy while you 
pile back into the station wagon with five 
boxes of Pampers, a cooler full of Diet 
Coke, and an antique roof rack struggling 
under the load of an ancient "sail¬ 
boarding device" given to you as a wed¬ 
ding present by Biff and Muffy in 1975? 

Just who are these people who travel 
to Maui for a month each spring (first 
class, of course), stay in a beachfront 
hacienda, and sip Perrier while watching 
the sun set at Mama’s Fish House? 

Here's a sampling. There are hun- ■ 
dreds more living this idyllic lifestyle, but • 
they didn't get there by accident. In every • 
case, it took a conscious decision to build • 
heir lives around living, not just staying • 

alive. After all, you only go around once, • 

if you never learn to jibe you might • 
ust end up out in the middle of the ocean, • 
without any landmarks and surrounded • 
by sharks. 


PETER AND SHARI HUTTER 


Tha hP<?t thinas in life are worth waiting 


' for, according to P< 
he waited until he \ 
' Well.hedidn'tjusts 
he certainly wasn't 
' singles bars waiti 
' show up 

When she did : 

• Shari was born an 

■ flew all over the wo 
’ satisfied to stay in c 

• moved the family 

• exciting assignmer 
' able California, Br 
‘ family went everyw 

Shari eventually 

• spectacular Color 

• There she worked 

■ relations, and sale: 

■ ski. 

She began wine 

• local reservoir narr 

• were typically shift 

• air, and the water 

• 50 degrees in the nr 

• loved the sport anc 

• longboard races wl 

Meanwhile, she 

■ a mutual friend c 
photographer Davi 
originally from Sou 
though he had g« 
nearly every South 
was hardly the typ 
had gone to Carne 
country's top engi 
earned a degree in 
ing before getting 
biotechnology. 

Then it was off 
Colorado Springs; 
designing nuclear 



















JoAnn and Gary Olson have their priorities 
straight—and rock climbing, bicycling, 
skiing, and windsurfing are just a few of them. 


ERIC SWORD 


ERIC SANFORD 


iter Hutter. That's why ' tary. One night in 1971, he narrowly 
/as 38 to get married ' escaped when two machete-wielding 
it around and wait, but ' assailants paid a visit to his house. The 
spending his nights in ' police caught the guys, but the next day, 
ng for Miss Right to ' when Peter went to the police station to 

' find out what charges were going to be 
show up, he knew it. * filed against the pair, there was no record 
airline brat; her father • of the event. 

rid for Pan Am Never • No record, no arresting officers, no 
)ne place too long, he ' attackers, no nothing. And no one knew 
around as new and ’ anything about it, or if they did, they 
t bases became avail- ' weren't talking. All traces of the incident 
azil, Hong Kong—the • were gone. 

here. • Whoa, thought Peter, maybe I'm in the 

moved to Aspen, that • wrong business. In fact, I'm sure of it. I 
ado mountain town • think I'll just quietly move to the moun- 
in advertising, public • tains. Now. 

5 , and also learned to • So he moved to Aspen to take a break 

• from work, re-evaluate his life, and go 
surfing in 1980 on the ' skiing and mountain climbing. He also 
edReudi. The winds • started his own design business, working 
y and puffy mountain • on several local and even more national 
/armed up to a toasty • projects, designing everything from pop- 
uddle of summer. She • tops to stadiums. His life seemed back 
I began competing in • on track and he was still able to travel, 
ien time would permit. * mostly taking time off to go on climbing 
nad met Peter through • expeditions to Canada, Africa, and the 
f theirs, windsurfing • Himalayas. 

j Brownell. Peter was • Then he met Shari. It was the spring of 
hern California. Even • '84, and he was on his way to climb Mount 
own up surfing, like 1 McKinley. Well, he wasn't actually on his 
ern California kid, he ' way, but he was packing up and planning 
ical beach bum. He • the trip. They went out a couple of times 
qie Tech, one of the • and got along great. Shari, however, was 
leering schools, and • decidedly not into climbing. Go ahead, 
nechanical engineer- * she said, you go off to that ice-encrusted 
, master's degree in * mountain and bust your tail struggling up 

• to 20,000 feet through neck-deep snow 
m the “real world"— ' in 30-degree temperatures. I'm going to 
° hprp he worked • Maui to go windsurfing and this is what 
varheads for the mPi- ' l‘m going to wear. And with that she 
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CUSTOM 
MAST BASE 

SPEED INDUCER • EZ RELEASE CUP 
• MORE* 

DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 
GORGE TECHNOLOGY 
P.O. BOX 798 HOOD RIVER, OR 97031 

503/386-2862 
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Easy, Fast, Fun «. 


The 1989 Tyronsea 330 is back j 
and better than ever. This 
10'6" fun speed/ transitional 
board is perfect for a light wind | 
short board. The 170 liters of 
volume and new quad- 
concave bottom shape get it 
up planing early, while the thin 
tail and 28 pound weight keep 
you in control when the wind is 
crankin'. Complete with 7.0m 
Neil Pryde Slalom RAF, clamp- 
on boom, and 2 year warranty. 
Regular 

$1095.00 0 

#3015001 
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// Gun Sails Speed Slalom 6.1 

■ ■ The quality of construction is extremely 
good for the price... the sail proved to be very 
quick in medium winds... one of the least 
expensive line of monofilm sails available. 

Kean Rogers in Wind Surf Magazine, July '89 
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Phone 1-800-363-6277 
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The Opportunity of a Lifetime 
For a Lifetime of Opportunities 


-^■sjstesBU 

can on'y hire m y nu {“ s m a lifetime of 
JjjJJj 'jfjSJ personal rw^rds is yours. 

professional ana pe s ^ o((ef . 

Among SirSitvstate-oMhe-arl equip- 

■ms 


■ Raid relocation expenses. 

Besides these professional advantages, we 
otter a lifestyle among the most liveable in 
the country, including the best windsurfing 
in North America. And that’s just in your own 
backyard. Just an hour away are all the 
cultural offerings of Oregon’s largest 
metropolitan center. 

aQX At Mid-Columbia Medical Center, you’ll 
find more opportunities than any nurse 
„ MID- X cou,d ask ,or - But ask anyway. Call 

tOLUMBIAV toll-free.lor more information. 

MEDICAL > 

CENTER y/ 19th and Nevada Streets 
' ^ The Dalles, Oregon, 97058 

f) (503) 296-1111 or 
1-800-426-2196 


pulled out a bright red bikini with less 
material than a small eyepatch 

Peter decided to go to Maui and learn 
to windsurf, instead They stayed two 
weeks and Peter, with his surfing back¬ 
ground, picked up the sport quickly so 
that soon they were out shredding around 
together in the waves. 

They were married in 1985 and natu¬ 
rally spent their honeymoon in Maui. 
Within a couple weeks Peter was already 
working on his duck jibes, and with torn 
hands and feet, bruised and banged 
bodies, they would fall fast asleep each 
night by eight The honeymoon-seemed 
to be more between the sailors and their 
boards than between each other. 

They still live in Aspen, where Shari 
works on ads and catalogs for several 
windsurfing companies such as Simmer, 
Serfiac, Da Kine, Gul, and many others. 
Peter is still the mad inventor, working on 
an ever-wider assortment of design proj¬ 
ects all over the world. But they still 
haven’t forgotten why they’re here on 
earth. Both ski at least 70 days each 
winter, and as soon as the lifts close, they 
head to Maui for a month. 

Between spring and fall trips to Maui, 
as well as several long weekends in the 
Gorge each summer (they fly there in 
their two-seater plane with boards and 
sails piled in the back), they probably sail 
at least 50 days each year. If they cut out 
the skiing and the sailing, they could 
probably make twice as much money 
(not to mention the money saved by not 
travelling and buying equipment). But 
that’s not even a mentionable option to 
the Hutters. Life, after all, is only worth 
living if you’re headed in the right direc¬ 
tion, and that direction had best keep you 
smiling or it’s time to turn around. 


TOM CHAMBERS 


Tom Chambers dropped out early in 
life. He learned to travel early on. as a 
Navy brat. Most of his childhood was 
spent in California, where he lived until he 
was 15, skipping school, surfing, and 
enjoying the sunshine. 

Then his dad got stationed in Hawaii, 
where he lived for three years, honing his 
surfing skills and trying to figure out what 
the future might hold. That first go-around 
in Hawaii didn’t hold much since he then 
moved to Guam... to really drop out. 
Mostly he surfed and worked as little as 
possible until 1979, when he decided, at 
29 years of age, that it might be time to 
grow up. 

So he got a job as a technician with 
Xerox in Guam and started working regu¬ 
lar hours and thinking about the future. 
Well, that lasted a whole year—right up 
until he discovered windsurfing. 

It began when he saw an early Steve 
Wilkings photo of someone zipping across 
the water on some sort of sailboarding 
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RACE 


The LOW DRAG Solution For High 
Performance Sailboard SPINOUT 

Molded for accuracy. 
Carbon for strength. 
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device. Wow, that looks like fun, thought 

• the avid surfer. That was back in 1976. * 

’ He tried it a couple of times, but between * 

’ the usual learning frustrations and the ’ 

' marginal equipment available, he was * 

' not too successful. 

He tried it again in 1980 with better * 

• luck Within a few days he was ripping * 

• around in the lagoon and chomping at the * 

' bit to give it a whirl out in the waves Soon * 

• he had bought a board and was spend- * 

' ing every spare minute out on the water. * 

• By 1984 he was ready to head to Maui ' 

’ where he had heard it was really happen- * 

• ing. Now this is the place, he decided * 

• after only a few days ripping around in the ’ 

• waves Back in 1984 the windsurfing * 

• scene on Maui was still in its infancy and ’ 

' Tom could see the tremendous potential * 

• there. 

So he hopped on a plane back to * 

• Guam and immediately put in for a com- ’ 

• pany transfer. Unfortunately, it took two ’ 

• years to come through: it seemed that * 

’ everyone would like to be '‘stationed" on * 

' Maui. But that didn’t keep Tom from * 

‘ sailing over 200 days a year in Guam. * 

• Nearly every day before, during, and after ’ 

’ work, he would grab an hour or so of water ' 

• time. Most of the time the wind was in the * 

• 10-to 15-knot range and in February and * 

• March there were good waves as well. * 

• When the wind didn't blow he’d go surf- * 

' ing. 

Tom finally got his transfer in 1986. He * 

• packed up his wife and three little girls * 

• and headed for Maui. They moved to * 

• Makawao, a small local community on the * 

• slopes of Haleakala, overlooking the * 

• Pacific. Tom was now working a rather ’ 

• regular schedule—8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Mon- * 

• day through Friday—but he still managed * 

• to sail nearly every day there was wind, * 

• especially in the summers, when the days • 

• are a bit longer and the winds are strong * 

• and steady all day. Anyway, he says, a • 

• good one-hour wave session is plenty for • 

• a guy his age. 

Tom figures he sailed around 180 days • 

• last year. Unfortunately his marriage * 

• couldn’t quite endure that much compul- ' 

• sive recreation (also known as windsurf- * 

• ing addiction) and now, at 39, he’s single • 

• again. His housemate for the last year • 

• was Ian Boyd, the 18-year-old wildman of * 

• the Hookipa waves. An 18-year-old * 

• housemate? The nice thing about * 

• windsurfing, says Tom, is that it tran- * 

• scends age barriers. "Just last week I • 

• went out with Josh Angulo, who is 13, to • 

• practice barrel rolls. We had a blast ■ 
together! I was a bit more selective on my • 
attempts, of course. Josh, he just was * 

• trying to loop off of every wave he could * 

• find, and boy did he do some real splash- • 

• downs." 

If you could watch Tom out on the • 

• water with guys less than half his age, you • 

• would really be hard-pressed to peg him • 
’ at a day over 20. His boyish charm and ■ 
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| / leetwood, known for innovative boardsailing 
hardware, has added a new series of booms 
JL to ijs line of performance equipment. These 
new booms feature the strong, lightweight and 
adjustable Cla^np-On boom front. Imagine 
hjffitog-di e a b iflty^o quickly and easily change 
vgjrawg^mhi^bt without leaving the water. 
P^BM^makes it possible. 

boom rear ends are precision cut, 
SnEtajta&burfed, then burnished with a scotch 
prfte wheel and anodized to seal the aluminum. 

This creates an anti-stick surface for the 
telescoping tubes which are set in a stiff fixed rear 
end with built-in cleat. 

For more information or the name of the 
Fleetwood dealer nearest you, call 
1-800-251-5222. In California, call 
1-800-242-3360. 


K - 


200 27th Street Sacramento, Ca. 95816 
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Neil Pryde ‘89 RAF CAM 


Neil Pryde’s innovation in sail technology, the 1989 RAF CAM Slalom, is 
available right now at Madd Mike’s...at prices below ’89 RAF Slaloms! 



Buy before July 15, and receive a s 25 SailBucks discount on any Neil 
Pryde, Windwing, Andre Lefebre, Hawaiian Product or Freedom sail. 

Madd Mike’s Windsurfing 

54 Thayer Street, Boston MA 02118 • (617)451-6181 • FAX (617)451-7578 


FREE 

Guaranteed 

No-Hassle 

Sanie-Day 

Lowest 

Returns! 

Shipping... 

Prices... 

CALL! 

(S“. Sill 

Irs la\ on Dcliw-rii'S With 

in M \) 
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Harness The Power 

Soft Slalom Harness. 

Ultra-comfortable 
harness, VIP’s best 
seller, has special 
cinch strap to snug 
harness into the small 
of back for less twist. 

Padded only where 
you need it with less 
material to bunch up 
between your legs. S,M,L. Regular 
$69.95 #4090012 
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Just Like You. 1 

We Keep Getting Better. 

1 - 800 -THE-SURF 

0043 fJ W l67ih Street Miamt. Florida 33015 
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FAST 

SCISSORS 

ACTION 



STAINLESS 

STEEL 


SpeedeLockk: 

BOARD INSURANCE WITH 
ONE LOW PREMIUM 



Available by Mail Order 
In the United States (duty paid) 
$12.95 U.S. Funds plus $2.00 
Handling & Priority Mail. 

For Information call 
1 - 800 - 361-4912 
Payment by check, 

Money Order or C.O.D. 
Absolute satisfaction guaranteed. 

MOTION DESIGN CREATIONS INC. 
P.O. Box 359, Hudson, Quebec 
Canada, J0P 1H0 
(514)458-4367 
United States Patent N* 4,680,949 
Pat. Pend. • Canada. Australia, Europe & Japan 
Dealer inquiries invited 
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smiling mannerisms perhaps portray his 
view of life, "People, you know, were put 
on this planet to have fun. And that's just 
what I'm doing ” 


GARY AND JOANN OLSON 


JoAnn Olson was always afraid of the 
water Well, not always, but ever since 
she was 11 years old and was swimming 
in the local pool. Some macho fifth- 
grader jumped in on top of her, held her 
under, and she almost drowned. Every 

* since then she has been afraid of the 

* water. 

JoAnn was born in Everett, Washing- 
’ ton, but her family moved to Oklahoma 

* when she was 10. Growing up on a rural 
' farm in the plains was not her idea of a 

good time. Life, she laments, was too 
‘ mundane. Nearly everyone lived their 

* lives in a strict pattern- You get born, you 
get married, you have lots of babies, and 

’ you die. Everyone seemed quite content 
’ with this schedule, but not JoAnn. After 
’ high school she moved straight to Alaska, 
' where she worked in a crab cannery for a 
' summer. She loved it, perhaps as much 

* for the change of environment as for the 
new friends. Then she returned to Everett 

’ to attend college. 

After college she wanted to do some- 

* thing that no one in her high school had 
' ever done so instead of getting married 

* and having babies, she signed on with 
' Northwest Airlines as a flight attendant; 

* not a particularly bold move, you might 
’ say, but it was almost unthinkable to her 
’ rural-minded friends and neighbors back 
' in Oklahoma. 

She met Gary in 1970. He was born in 
' Fargo, North Dakota, which, according to 

* the National Weather Service, is the windi- 
’ est city in the US with a year-round aver - 

* age wind speed of 27 mph. Unfortu- 
’ nately, there’s no water; the nearest lake 
‘ is over 200 miles away. 

After graduating with a degree in 

* mechanical engineering, Gary moved to 
’ Minnesota to work with 3M... designing 
' tape dispensers. (He probably designed 

* that one on your desk right now.) * He 
' stayed in Minnesota for six years until he 
' woke up one day and decided to go 
’ skiing. For a year. Company life just 

* didn’t cut it anymore, so he packed up 

* and moved to Utah where he spent a 
1 winter cutting up the endless powder 

* bowls of Snowbird and Alta. 

JoAnn and Gary had gotten married in 

* 1972. They did virtually everything to- 

* gether—bicycling, skiing, climbing, ten- 

* nis—and JoAnn was one of the few people, 

* • male or female, who could keep up with 

* Gary, the high school track star. She was 
■ based in Minneapolis, which was fine 

* until Gary decided he'd had enough of 

* city life and split for the mountains. So 

* while he skied in chin-deep powder, she 

* supported him. Isn't love beautiful ? 
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Standard Equipment 



Skeg Saver provides secure 
and positive fin fastening, while 
protecting your equipment from 
severe impact with underwater 
obstructions. 

Laboratory designed and field 
tested. Skeg Saver-a matter 
of common sense. 

Available at your local dealer. 

A product of 


P.O. Box 3374 
Annapolis, 

_ MD 21403 

SYSTEMS (301) 267-9825 


MARINE 

SAFETY 


Get Out Of The Fog 


Barracuda, the 
standard of World 
Class and Olympic 
swimmers, 
introduces the 
Sport Goggle, 
designed for 
windsurfing (as 
well as skiing, 
snowboarding, 
sailing, cycling, etc ). Innovative design and 
materials let you see clearly when spray hits 
your face (especially salt spray). Special flow¬ 
through vent system, full UV protection, and 
impact resistant polycarbomte frame, offer safety 
and comfort Smoke colored lens, two frame 
colors. Neon Green #5558002 $64.00 
and Black #5558001 
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SAD 


Just Like You. 

We Keep Getting Better. 


1-800-THE-SURF 

6043 N.W. 167th Street. Miami. Florida 33015 
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WHEEL-EEZ 
THECHAJRJtt* 
DOES MORE TP 
JUST SIT AROT3 


PATENTS 

PENDING 
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3 FUNCTIONS: EQUIPMENT CARRIER; KAYAKS, 
SMALL BOATS, 2 BOARDS, CHAIR; 5 POSITIONS; 
J . HAND CART; SMALL OUTBOARDS; 

HEAVY ICE CHESTS, FOLDS FLAT 


NEW 


40% 


WIDER 


THAN 


SHOWN 


WORKS, 
BETTER 
IN SAND 


FAX# 

916-621-2189 

P.O. Box 2128, Placerville,CA 95667, 916-621-3667 {outside ca) 800 / 722-0747 


Subscribers 


PLEASE NOTE: 


From time to time we make available the names and 
addresses of WindRider subscribers to organiza¬ 
tions whose services, activities, or products may be o 
interest to you. 

These organizations are carefully selected, and only 
limited contact by mail is permitted. 

Many people like to receive such mailings, but it you 
would prefer to be excluded, simply notily us in 
writing and send it with your mailing label, or an 
exact copy of it, to: 

WindRider: Mailing List Preference Service, P.O. 
80x183, Mt. Morris, IL 61054 


They moved to Seattle in 1976, and 
Gary got a new “real" job with an engi¬ 
neering firm. He didn’t let his |Ob interfere 
with the myriad outdoor activities in the 
Northwest, however. Every weekend 
they’d be off rock climbing or skiing or 
hiking or sailing their 30-foot sailboat. 

They got bored sailing the boat, though. 
It just wasn’t exciting enough and be¬ 
sides, they figured that by the time they 
paid moorage, insurance, upkeep, re¬ 
pairs, taxes, and everything else a sail¬ 
boat needs, it was costing them an aver¬ 
age of $500 every time they used it! So 
the boat was sold. 

They tried windsurfing in 1979, but 
found that boring, too. Drifting around 
Lake Washington on a 40-pound 12-foot 
board just didn’t raise the adrenaline level 
enough. 

Then, in ’85, they visited the Gorge. 
Wow, this is windsurfing? Maybe we 
ought to give this another try. The only 
problem was that JoAnn was not even 
close to being willing to plunge into that 
cold, dark water—especially in 30 knots 
of wind. Gary, however, immediately got 
hooked They began making the three- 
hour drive from Seattle every weekend 
from May to September. 

That first year JoAnn pretty much just 
watched. But this really wasn't her style. 
They had always done virtually every¬ 
thing together and she didn't like the idea 
of sitting on the beach watching him shred¬ 
ding. In the fall of '86, they went to Maui 
for the first time. Very slowly, JoAnn 
eased herself into the sport, trying to think 
of it not as a sport where you’re in the 
water, but rather on it. 

Through sheer determination, she 
overcame her overwhelming fear of the 
water, and within a couple of weeks, she 
had learned to waterstart and was able to 
sail around. What a blast! The following 
summer she couldn't wait to get back to 
the Gorge and work on her sailing. The 
Columbia River can be pretty intimidat¬ 
ing, but she was determined to keep up 
with Gary. The next two years they re¬ 
turned to Maui for vacations in the fall and 
now, JoAnn, who just three years ago 
would shake with uncontrollable fear when 
even waist-deep in the water, is working 
on her jibes. 

The Olsons haven’t totally dropped 
out, but then again, neither has anyone 
else. They just have their priorities straight. 
"We could be living in North Dakota or 
Minnesota or Oklahoma and be doing 
fine, I suppose," says JoAnn. "But some¬ 
times you just gotta say, 'What the heck, 
let’s do something different’—and do it.” 

I agree. ■ 


Dropout Eric Sanford is now looking to 
drop in again, for a while at least. He ’s in 
need of a nine-to-five job, a station wagon, 
a collie, and a wife with three kids. Send 
resumes to WindRider. 
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Come shop our new Gorge store" 

Send me FREE The Whole Windsurf Catalog’ 1 


Name: 


Address:. 


State: 


SI AUTOMAXI 


Money back guarantee 

Mo sales tat post step) 
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fane day fkipp'ty 

available' 

*»««£&** 
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300 So. Owasso Blvd. wj 
St. Paul. MN 55117 
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NAME 


ADDRESS 


APT 


$825 


CITY STATE ZIP 

□ Payment Enclosed (thank you!) □ Bill me later 

Canada — $24.75 All other foreign countries_$29 75 

(Payment must accompany order) 

Please allow 6-8 weeks for delivery of first issue. 


$8.25 


Sail with the best year round. 


$8.25 OFF 


THIS COUPON GOOD TOWARDS $8.25 OFF 
A ONE YEAR SUBSCRIPTION TO SAIL 

□ YES! I would like to subscribe. Please redeem this coupon for $8.25 off 
the newsstand price of $30. I’ll pay just $21.75. 

SEND ORDER TO: SAIL, Subscription Processing Center, P.O. Box 10219, Des Moines, Iowa 50380 










































EQUIPMENT 

TIP 


ob, my co-worker in R & D, tells 
about the time he saw a frus- 
Wm trated windsurfer preparing to 
draw and quarter his boom. The 
angry sailor had the rear of his boom 
tied to a fence post, the front tied to the 
rear of his pick-up truck, and was 



The “rear as a wrench” method of separating 
stuck booms—twist out one side at a time. 


racing the engine ready to pop the 
clutch. Bob saved him from pulling off 
his bumper or letting the cows out and 
then showed him how to “unstick" his 
stuck extensions by using the “rear as a 
wrench" method. 

I've had good days ruined because I 
couldn't change my boom size to ac¬ 
commodate a large enough sail for the 
conditions, and I've had great windy 
days made less-than-perfect by sailing 
around with an extra 12 inches of boom 
sticking out past the clew. Uncomfort¬ 
able, embarrassing, and unnecessary. 

I hope the following suggestions help to 
keep, or set, you free. 

There are several ways to avoid 
stuck booms that I know of: 

First, buy extensions that adjust easily 
when new (they should move in and out 
without too much pulling on them). If 
you have to wrestle with them at the 
store, it’s not going to be easier on the 
beach. If you find a boom that doesn’t 
seem to work, check several sets of 
booms of the same brand. Tolerance 
stack-ups (the inside tube is the largest 
the manufacturer will allow, while the 
outside tube is the smallest), manufac¬ 
turer mistakes, or booms damaged in 
shipping can all cause problems. 

Before you buy a set of adjustable 
booms, talk to someone who has had a 
set for a while to get pointers on 
adjusting and maintaining them. 

Second, use preventative mainte¬ 
nance. If you're the type of person who 
brushes after every meal and changes 

.1111V IQflQ 
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Stay Loose 
And Keep 
Your 
Booms In 
Working 
Order 


BY LARRY STANLEY 


his oil every 3,000 miles, you’ve already 
learned the value of PM. For the rest of 
us, the bad news is that there are no 
short cuts or tricks for keeping equip¬ 
ment hassle-free. PM in windsurfing is 
as necessary as it is in other aspects of 
life—if you don’t spend the time now, 
you’ll spend the $$ later. So listen up. 
This is for your own good! 

If you have an extension system with 


close tolerances (the extension doesn’t 
"wobble" much when inserted into the 
boom body), disassemble it after every 
use; corrosion is facilitated when parts 
are stored together. Wash all the 
pieces (sea water is okay for this) if you 
notice any grit or resistance when 
pulling them apart. Sand or mud that 
isn’t washed out will give you problems 
the next time you try to assemble or 
adjust the extensions. Allow the parts 
to dry before putting them away. Some 
sailors use silicone spray or penetrating 
oil to lubricate the sliding parts. I don’t, 
because I can’t seem to keep the 
slippery stuff restricted to the inside of 
the boom. 

It only takes a couple of minutes to 
clean the boom parts after sailing and 
this small investment in time becomes 
almost unnoticeable once it is incorpo¬ 
rated into your routine. The pay-off is 
worth the effort. 

Third, keep sand and other muck 
from getting into the working parts in 
the first place. Don't leave your rig 
washing about in the shorebreak; carry 
it up at least beyond the washline. Put 
it behind any kind of windbreak you 
can find. Avoid laying your rig down in 
the sand (oh sure!). If you do lay it in 
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Worth Dropping 


We'll Put Our Money 
Where Our Mouths Are! 

We're so sure that it's worth 
dropping in to a Sailways, we're 
willing to pay all of your ex¬ 
penses to get there!* Sailways is 
the largest and most accessible 
chain of professionally run sail¬ 
board shops in the United States. 
Each Sailways store offers the 
largest selection of high quality 
sailboards and accessories at the 
most competitive prices anywhere. 
If it's sailboard related we have it! 

Service 

From rigging, rentals, racing & 
repairs to demos, lessons, clinics 
and even destination resorts. Sail¬ 
ways has a full quiver of services 



to keep you sailing all year round! same day. Our service record is 
Drop in on the best service in the the best in the industry and we aim 
industry! to keep it that way. 

Savvy 

A practical understanding of what 
you need. Street smarts. On the W ’V 
water smarts. Each member of the / 

Sailways staff has the savvy to put Bridgeport, CT 203-336-9463; 
you on the right stuff! Mystic, CT 203-572-0727; New 

„ „ , „ n , „ York. NY 212-727-885#; New 

D)« Far Away D) Drop In? city, ny 914 -« 9 -wind ; 

Sailways has an extensive mail Southampton, NY 516-283- 
order department. Virtually any- WIND; Plymouth, MA 508-747- 
thing in our catalog can be shipped ®S53; Nantucket, MA 508-228- 
anywhere in the United States 7088; Aruba 800-252-1070. 
within three days! And it won't ^ 


arrive damaged! That even in¬ 
cludes boards. Any order placed 
before noon will be shipped the 


I all Fur (Ini' til 
taliilojj Today! 

M0-544-WOWE) 


♦A maximum S 10 reimbursement will be in the form of a store credit good toward the purchase of any item in stock - excluding sale items. New 
customers only please. Proof of travel distance and copy of this ad required for credit. 
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the sand, try to keep the boom/ 
extension-joint area out of it Try 
clipping the base pad onto that area or 
wrapping your harness around it. Do-it- 
yourselfers may want to try sealing all 
joints with pieces of used innertubing 
(roll the pieces onto the rear or body 
when disassembling the booms and 
cover the joints). Store parts in a gear 
bag or in a clean area. 

Fourth, don't abuse or store your 
booms in such a way that they become 
dented or bent out of shape. 

Fifth, loan your equipment only to 
people who will treat it well. 

If you follow these rules, you should 
seldom have difficulties regarding 
boom adjustability. 

But what if your booms are already 
cemented in the 3.0 position? What if, 
in your haste (or your effort to impress 
people with your gnarliness), you fail to 
follow these suggestions and you 
freeze your rear—how do you make the 
boom usable again? 

Here are a few good ways: 

First, use the rear as a wrench. If 
you have a separate-sleeve extension 
system, often the rear end fitting can be 
removed from the sleeves even if the 
sleeves can’t be budged from the body. 
Then the end fitting can be reattached 
to the sleeves one at a time and used 
as a wrench to twist them out. Remem¬ 
ber to depress the spring pin in the 
body while breaking the sleeve loose. 

If the extensions still won't move, you 
might carefully apply some penetrating 
oil to the joint of the boom and exten¬ 
sion as well as the spring-pin holes, 
wait a while, and try again. 

Second, enlist the aid of friends. It's 
amazing how people will jump at the 
chance to help out a fellow sailor, either 
to demonstrate their strength and 
ingenuity or to point out your lack 
thereof. If you’re new to a sailing spot, 
you may even want to purposefully let a 
pair of booms become frozen as a way 
io initiate social contact. 

Third, use a bigger.hammer! As the 
next-to-last resort, tie the boom to a tree 
and yank it free with your car. This 
option definitely voids all warranties! 

And if you do it with flair, you may find 
afterward that people will be less likely 
to take your waves or jibe right in front 
of you. 

Fourth, turn the boom into a shorter 
one. Cut the boom body off just 
forward of the stuck extension and drill 
new spring-pin holes. Now you can use 
the boom if you need it, or sell it and 
buy a longer set. ■ 


Larry Stanley has been studying the 
effects of sand in equipment for 
Windsurfing Hawaii since 1973. He 
now lives in Santa Barbara, CA, and 
hopes to expand his studies into 
hypothermia and the feeding habits of 
large fish. 


BEST PRICE, 
FREE SHIPPING. 

Madd Mike’s will meet the best price 
you find on any product we sell 
and ship it to you free! 

No seconds or house brands! 

Just the best products, including sails by 
Windwing, Neil Pryde, Andre & Freedom; masts 
by Ampro, Carney & Serfiac; booms by HiTech, 
Fleetwood, Windsurfing Hawaii, Nautix, Pryde; 
and a huge collection of fins by Race 
Technology, True Aimes, Shark, Angulo, 

Maui Fin Co. & Rainbow. 

Windsurfing Hawaii Fore’n Aft Boom Strap Kit 
Reefrunner by Omega Nike Aqua Socks 

4 Knots uphaul Chinook front ends 

Madd Mike’s Windsurfing 

54 Thayer Street, Boston MA 02118 • (617)451-6181 • FAX (617)451-7578 



FREE Guaranteed No-Hassle 
Same-Day Lowest Returns! 

Shipping... Prices... CALL! 
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x Totally Unique and Easy 
Adjustment Capabilities! 





86° Zytel Frontend 

• 4, 5, and 6ft. Bodies 

• 1 -3/8“ Body Diameter 


Zytel Swivel Back End 
Anodized After Cutting 
1-1/4" Body Diameter 


Available with regular or damp-on front ends 


COtmatc 

Ctaxp-Oi 



The Only 
Boom With A 
One Year 
Unconditional 
Guarantee! 
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HyperformTrick 

Tongue 


T his is up for my Best Innovation 
of the Year award If I could add 
up all the time I've spent looking 
for a slider, looking for a fin 
screw, inserting the slider, locating the 
fin screw into the slider, and everything 
else associated with putting a fin into a 
box, it would certainly be depressing. 
But now the solution is here, and once 
again, it's one of those painfully obvious 
cures. 



Hyperform Foils has developed a 
simple system in which the slider is 
cleverly built into the tongue of the fin 
the screw is semi-permanently 
attached. Inserting and securing the fin 
done in the same manner as a normal 
but you don't have to squint and 
the little hole in your fin to get it to 
ine up with the little hole in the slider, 
just stick it in the box (as if it didn't 
have a slider) then turn the screw 
the slider turns out of the tongue of 
fin, hooks into the groove in the box, 
is as secure as a normal screw/ 
slider combination. 

Contact Hyperform Inc., 437 Rich- 
Road, Rockledge, FL 32955, 407- 
632-6503, or circle reader service card 
number 168. 

‘ —Tom James 
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Ramptz F< 


A fter I totally de 
custom board 
ethical height: 
flat and hard« 
decided to try to prot 
purchase. Especially 
where I would quickly 
fiberglass and the foe 
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mounted a set of Rac 
brightly colored, stick 
foam foot pads that g 
board under the foots 
both to protect your t 
your feet. 

Now, as well Rad 
similar pads) work, th 
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has several advantag 
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Dot Pads 


istroyed my first 
by jumping to un- 
3, then landing as 
as I could, I 
ect my next board 
' under my heels, 
f crush both the 
am by hard land- 

ber two, I carefully 
I Pads™—those 
;y-backed, dense 
lue onto your 
itrap. They serve 
>oard and cushion 

Pads (and other 
ere’s a new 
atter. Well, it 
a lot better, but it 
ies that make it 

nics, the company 


that also makes Z-Booms, comes 
Ramptz, a set of three ultra-lightweight 
foot pads. Unlike the rubbery foam of 
other pads, these are made of a much 
lighter-weight foam that’s still quite 
dense (meaning board protection), and 
yet they don’t absorb any water, so they 
' stay light 

The two front pads are thicker at the 
toes, to give you more support and sup¬ 
posedly decrease the chance of foot 
cramps, caused by pointing your toes 
while sailing. In other words, the pad is 
slightly wedge-shaped, which helps 
you to put more even pressure on your 
board. 

The Rad Pad is flat (about a quarter- 
inch thick) and slips under your 
' footstrap easily. All the pads can be 

* trimmed somewhat to fit and they have 
a knobby type of non-slip on the top. 

’ To attach them to your board you need 
to glue them on with contact cement— 
they don’t come with their own sticky 

* backing. 

Ramptz seem to hold up well and 

* they come in several different colors. I 

* hesitated putting pads on my slalom 

* board until these came along—I just 

’ couldn’t rationalize adding a pound or 

* two of rubber and water to my $1,000, 

* 13-pound, epoxy Hi-Per-Tech. But 
’ these five-ounce beauties will help 

* protect my board and my body, and 
’ possibly help me sail faster. 

Ramptz are available at most 

* windsurfing shops or through Murrays 
’ Marine. 

To find out more, contact Murrays 
’ Marine, PO Box 490, Carpinteria, CA 

* 93013, 805-684-5446, or circle reader 

* service card number 170. 

’ —Eric Sanford 
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Course Race 
Size Price * 

5.8 296. 

3 6.4 336. 
7.0 366. 
8.0 396. 


Radical Speedfoil ^f n ^ 0ur ° rder „ 
Size Price Northern Aquatic, P.O. Box 520. 

Chazy, NY, 12921-0520 


4.4 268 
4.9 298 

5.4 338 

6.5 378 
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RAF Wavefoil 


size Boom Mast 

Price 

3.7 

44" 

14 3" 

225. 

4.2 

4*8" 

149" 

245. 

4.7 

50" 

15*4" 

265. 

5.2 

55" 

158" 

285. 

5.7 

58" 

160" 

305. 

6.5 

64" 

169" 

325. 


.. ^ prices... ■ German engineering & design... ■ 7 to 10 days shipping 
•Factory Direct rn y $<A>> .. Monda yto Friday, 10am- 7pm ET. Saturday Noon- 5pm 
anywhere In conrine" ^ sleeve... 'Luff 4 edge panels 195g Mylar.... Monofllm: I75g Trilein 

r&rw Strength |Z 50 fE. Convertible dual battens (RAF Wave-foil)... . Heavy duty pr*2*H 

St:SS 
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YOUR GUN SAILS ORDER FORM 


Model 

Size 

!-i 

Price . 



r 

: 



f 



— i 

i 

i 

Shippinq 


$12.00 

Total 


r$ 

Name: 

Address: 




Citv: 

State: 

_ Zip: 

i 

Tel.: 


~~ y 


a German engineering & design 


Ks 


ChequeQ 
Card ft: 


VisaO 


or M.C..T1 


Expiry date: 
Signature: _ 


Reader Service 63 






























































4 Knots Uphaul 


O ver the last decade, it seems 
like every single piece of 
boardsailing equipment has 
undergone some significant 
redesign. Booms, masts, universal,’ 
sails, boards, fins, and harnesses have 
all had their year of change, and as a 
result, they’re considerably improved 
from what they were 10 years ago. 

Even minute products like fin tabs and 
footstrap inserts have received some 
attention. It seems like nothing has 
been left out of the boardsailing 
equipment evolution... well, almost. 

Alas, the uphaul has managed to 
survive without the evolutionary pro¬ 
cess, and it can still be seen much as it 
was on the first stock Windsurfers., that 
is, until recently. Thanks to the innova¬ 
tive resources at 4 Knots, the uphaul— 
that dangling piece of rope that hangs 
off your boom—has finally come of age, 
and it’s quite possible that 1989 will be 
the year of the uphaul. 


the top that the bottom of the uphaul 
’ can be sleeved through (once it’s 
’ around the boom or a hole in the boom 
end) and it tightens like a slip knot. 

This guarantees that it won’t come 

* undone, but at the same time, makes it 
easy to take off. 

The bottom of the uphaul is a 
bungie loop that is sleeved around the 
universal foot. Once the rig is con¬ 
nected to the board, there is no way for 
it to come undone either. Basically, 
when it comes to rigging, this uphaul 
does away with annoying hooks that 
come off and knots that either come 
undone or become too tight to loosen. 

When I got out on the water with my 
new 4 Knots, the first thing I noticed 
’ was that it was tight against the mast. 

* There was absolutely no slack. In fact, 

* if it had been the same color as my luff 
sleeve, I would have had a hard time 
noticing it. After I dropped my sail to 
actually uphaul, I was surprised at how 
much longer the uphaul stretched, 
considering how tight it was against the 

* mast I could actually stand up straight 



Tubular nylon webbing sets the 4 Knots uphaul apart from conventional uphauls made of rope. 


When I first heard about the 4 Knots 
uphaul in December, I was somewhat 
skeptical toward the claim that it was 
much better than previous uphauls. 
After all, an uphaul is an uphaul, is an 
uphaul. How can such a simple 
product be improved? Later that 
month, however, when I finally got to try 
one, I began to see things differently. 

My first impression was that it defi¬ 
nitely looked different from conventional 
uphauls. Instead of rope, the 4 Knots 
was made of tubular nylon webbing. A 
thick bungie cord was inserted approxi¬ 
mately two-thirds of the way inside the 
webbing, causing it to contract similar 
to an accordion. And of course, as the 
name implies, there were four knots. 

Putting this uphaul on a rig was also 
a little different than what I was used to. 
Rather than tying a knot or a line to the 
boom end, the 4 Knots has a loop at 


' with the uphaul in hand and the rig still 
' in the water. Additionally, the nylon 

• tubing was just as comfortable and 

' easy to grip as some of the thicker rope 

• uphauls. 

All in all, the 4 knots has improved 
' just about every aspect of previous 

• uphauls. It's easy to put on and take 

' off, it's guaranteed to stay on, it doesn’t 

• get in your way when you're sailing, and 

• it’s comfortable to uphaul. In fact, the 4 

• Knots is the only uphaul I've used since 

• that fateful first day when I tried it. 

• Using the “older" kind now would seem 

■ just as awkward as wavesailing with a 

• stock Windsurfer. 

For more information, contact 4 

• Knots Windsurfing Accessories, PO Box 

• 262, Hood River, OR 97031.503-386- 

• 5503, or circle reader service card 

■ number 171. 

• —Pat LeMehaute 
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LAST CALL 

Sailboard Warehouse 

“ More bang for your buck” 

Rock-bottom clearance pricing 
on remaining ’88 model sails 

Size Type_Retail Our Price 


JIM RIGGED TOO SMALL 


7.2 M RAF Dacron $335 $218 

8.0 M RAF Dacron $400 $260 

9.0 M RAF Dacron $433 $281 

4.0 M RAF Mylar $450 $275 

7.2 M RAF Mylar $492 $320 

8.4 M RAF Mylar $525 $341 

Call today for more info so you’re not like Jim! 


JACK “NAILED” IT DEAD 
ON WITH HIS NEW SET-UP 


FROM , 

S&ilboAR<l(A) 
Warehouse, Inc. 


300 E. South Owasso Blvd 
St. Paul, MN 55117 


and 

4th and Oak St. 
Hood River, OR 97031 

1-800-992-SAIL 

(7245) 
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SOCK IT TO ME 


”\ |”| ike’s original tried-and-proven 
A] "Aqua Sock" has been joined by 


two additional models of sock/ 
booties which are designed for 
virtually all types of watersports, 
including windsurfing. The "Aqua Sock 
Too" is an improved version of the 
"Aqua Sock.” The "Too" comes with a 
large adjustable strap that fastens over 
the instep to keep your foot in place 
and keep your toes from punching 
through the front The new "Aqua Boot" 


TEDDY BAKE WARE 


"\f1 eoprene and lycra are hot 

fabrics in the adult fashion world 
K and now Moonwinks Design of 
JVJ Canada has introduced a line of 
children's neoprene and lycra active 
weiware called "Teddy Bare " De¬ 
signed by former world-class windsurf¬ 
ing champion Betty Birrell and Pan 
American swim team member Kathy 
Tidey-Mari, the Teddy Bare line comes 
in a variety of fashionable and func¬ 
tional styles. Serged seams allow the 
suits to "grow" with a child for at least 
two years, and the adjustable shoulder 
straps on some styles allow for even 
greater range. The splashy, fluorescent 
colors are a safety feature, making the 
suits highly visible. 

For more information, contact Bare 
Sportsware, 1600 Kentucky St., Ste. A3, 
Bellingham, WA 98226, or circle reader 
service card number 103. 

TERMINAL BOARDS 


SH ired of seeing the same old 
| boards on the beach? Then 
check out the new Ultrasport 
111 computer-shaped custom 
boards. Ultrasport builds only with EPS 
and epoxy. Their boards include 
Meritex computer-shaped blanks, 
through-to-the-deck Chinook finboxes, 
and individual airbrushing. Boards are 
available from 8'6’ to 9’6*. with a weight 
range of 15 to 18 pounds. Each board 
comes with a six-month limited war¬ 
ranty. See your dealer soon, because 
these boards will be as hard to catch in 
the store as they are on the water. 

To find out more, contact Ultrasports 
Products, PO Box 357, Cherry Hill, NJ 
08108, or circle reader service card 
number 101. 


G un Sail's latest offering to the sail 
market are four new sails made 
of heavy-duty mylar and 
monofilm. Gun Sails factory 
testers agree that monofilm is faster, 
lighter, and has lower stretch character¬ 
istics, making the sails more stable and 
easier to control in strong and gusty 
winds. The Course Race '89 is a 
camber-induced mylar and monofilm 
sail; the RAF Speed Slalom '89 is a 
slalom sail with a taste for speed; the 
RAF Wavefoil is designed for those who 
want the best wave sail without compro¬ 
mising speed; and the Radical 
Speedfoil is the successor to the Speed 
Trial Pro. These high-quality sails are 
available exclusively, factory-direct by 
mail order from Northern Aquatic. 

To find out more, contact Northern 
Aquatic, PO Box 520, Chazy, NY 
12921-0520, 800-363-6277, or circle 
reader service card number 105. 


is the perfect solution for cold-weather 
sailing when lightweight mesh booties 
let too much icy water circulate around 
your toes. It combines both light weight 
and warmth with the flexible Nike sole, 
which allows you to feel the board 
under your feet. So, if you want to 
protect your feet from the elements and 
add a splash of color to your toes, 
check out these socks and booties from 
Nike. 

For more information, contact Nike, 
1-800-NIKE, or circle reader service 
card number 108 


MONOFILM GUN 
SAILS 
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SUITED UP FOR THE 
SPRING 


PRECIOUS SAILS 


ailboard fanatic and veteran 
goldsmith Jerry Scavezze turns 
the obvious into awsome, 
combining art and soul to come 
up with these fabulous minatures in 14K 
gold and sterling silver. A Colorado 
native, Scavezze has been creating 
dynamic award-winning jewelry for over 
20 years. These highly detailed 
replicas come in several sizes, have a 
money-back guarantee, and are 
available in post or french-wire ear¬ 
rings, necklace with chain, and tie tack 
formats. Dealer inquires are welcome. 

For more information, call or write 
Jerry at Box 238, Poncha Springs, CO. 
81242,719-539-2971, or circle reader 
service card number 110. 


L_ J he Simmer Style Expandable 

Briefcase is just one of the items 
in Simmer Style's 1989 windsurf- 
U ing accessory line—all designed 
with a distinct function in mind. The 
briefcase is made from tough polyester, 
with double-stitching in all stress areas 
as well as heavy-duty zippers, for the 
durability to carry a variety of items. 
Simmer’s goal is to make their accesso¬ 
ries as well-designed, colorful, and 
durable as their custom sails. All the 
bags and accessory items are color- 
coordinated with each other and their 
1989 line of sails. 

To find out more, contact Simmer 
Style Inc., PO Box 547, Haiku, HI 
96708, or circle reader service number 
107. 


BAG YOUR BOARD 


ustom doesn’t mean expensive 
LJ when you’re talking about All 
rn Wet Surf Product’s new padded 
vi/ board bags. Each one is 
individually constructed to fit your 
board and you can choose from a 
variety of colors and coordinating 
graphics—all at a reasonable cost. 

The board bags feature a water- 
repellant nylon outer shell, and an inner 
lining with your choice of quarter-inch 
or half-inch closed-cell foam core. 
There’s an extra-long heavy-duty zipper 
for easy access. An adjustable 
padded shoulder strap combines with a 
side handle for comfort and maneu¬ 
verability. All Wet board bags are 
available in single, double, and 
telescoping styles. Airline travel bags 
are a specialty. 

For more information, contact All Wet 
Surf Products, PO Box 368, Cambria, 
CA 93428, or circle reader service card 
number 104. 


’Neill’s 1989 Spring Wetsuit 
collection emphasizes function- 
I \j I ality and fit using technologies 
that brings wetsuit standards to 
a new high. Features of O’Neill’s 
newest wetsuits include Power Padz, a 
molded knee-pad anatomically de¬ 
signed for durability and comfort; the 
O'Ring Collar, with neoprene facing and 
nylon lining for fit; and the Dens 
O’Meter patch on the left sleeve of all 
suits to indicate the neoprene density 
variables. Colors for the ’89 line will 
include neons in pink, lime and yellow, 
purple, blue and red. 

For more information, contact 
O’Neill, 1071 41st Avenue, Santa Cruz, 
CA 95063-6300, or circle reader sen/ice 
card number 106. 


BRIEF CASE 
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WINDSURFING 

MAINE 


Most people come to Maine to sample ’ 
some Yankee hospitality and the local ’ 
lobster, but as Laird Davis reports, if you * 
come Down East for some great windsurf - ’ 
ing on sparkling clean lakes or a windy * 
Atlantic Ocean, you won't be disap- ’ 
pointed. 


\Bk f"l ount Desert Island off the coast 
K\j I of Maine has much to offer for 

llUr I * he vacation ' n 9 boardhead. 

J VJ Li The island has a wide variety of 
sailing sites and conditions as well as an 
assortment of no-wind activities unique to 
the island. 

The third largest island in the country 
(after Long Island and Martha’s Vineyard) 
is home to Bar Harbor and Acadia Na¬ 
tional Park. The park encompasses 
38,000 acres with over 40 miles of rugged 
coastline, dramatic mountains, over 100 
miles of bike and hiking trails, and a 20- 
mile road that loops through the park. 
This Down East section of Maine is com¬ 
prised of rocky beaches along a jagged 
coastline with more scenic variety per 
mile than anywhere else in the East. The 
island is located 180 miles north of Port¬ 
land and is approximately a five-hour 
drive from Boston. 

Acadia is also the home of Cadillac 
Mountain, the highest peak on the East¬ 
ern Seaboard and the first spot in the US 
that you can see the rising sun. You can 
hike, bike, or drive to the top of the granite 
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The weather on the Maine coast cre¬ 
ates two types of windsurfing; fair- 
weather sailing in eight to 15 knots on 
longboards, and great shortboard sailing 
in 15 to 35 knots when the low-pressure 
storm fronts pass through. These fronts 
can provide nuclear winds with logo and 
mast-high waves on the ocean. The 
fronts occur regularly in the spring and 
fall while the summer months are milder 
with fairer skies. Ocean temperatures in 
the spring and fall are a chilly 45 to 55 
degrees. 


WHERE TO SAIL 


Because of the fickle weather, strong 

• ocean currents, high tides, and unique 

• • y • venturi winds on the lakes, it’s highly 

11 • recommended that you get the sailing 

• lowdown from the locals. The island’s 

• best source of information is from the 
/esome views look- • crew at Latitude 44 on Cottage Street in 
ior. And if the wind * downtown Bar Harbor. Latitude 44 is the 
n the trees, you can • sister shop to Latitude 24 in Key West, 
ntain road and go • Florida, and both shops are owned and 

• run by Rick Bisgyer. The shop stocks the 
id was first discov- • latest boards and sails from Mistral, Fa- 
ern city dwellers in • natic, Angulo, Seatrend, North, and 
3 original weekend • Waddell Sails. 

teller, Jr. and many • Long Pond is especially suited for 
p large tracts of the * beginners. Here you can sail in an on- 
and later donated • shore wind when it's blowing from the 
government to form • south-southwest. The water is clean 
al park. There are • enough to drink and the grass rigging 
it provide a warm- ■ area is a public access. If you have 
le frigid ocean wa- • mastered the sailing close to shore, then 
peratures rarely get • beat upwind to the stronger thermals on 
*en in July and Au- • the south side of the lake. 

Sand Point, just north of Bar Harbor, is 
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Cort Larned U.S. 
Clinic Tour 

Whether you’ve been sailing for 
years or you’re just now getting 
your feet wet, Cort Larned can 
help you jibe like a pro—and en¬ 
hance all your windsurfing skills! 
A World Champion competitor 
and instructor, Cort conducts 
each clinic personally. Get all the 
info you need—in one super^ — 
session! 


Features: 

• Rigging, equipment, and tech¬ 
nique basics 

• On-the-water demos or in-shop 
video seminars 

• Fun races, when and where 
possible 

• i ps and manuals to take home 

• Prizes, giveaways, and more 
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another scenic spot ideal for beginners. 
Sail here in north and northwest winds. 

Ike's Point is the spot to launch from on 
Echo Lake in the town of Somesville near 
Southwest Harbor. Sail here in north or 
south winds on flatwater with a wee bit of 
chop 

The more advanced sailors can shred 
on Eagle Lake, west of Bar Harbor on 
Route 233. The lake is exceptionally 
pretty even by the island’s high stan¬ 
dards. It’s surrounded by dramatic 
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mountains and the deep water is crystal 
clear. South winds accelerate through a 
gap in the mountains, providing a venturi 
effect that makes for good chop hopping 
on shortboards. Park and launch at the 
lake’s boat ramp. 

Seal Harbor Beach, home to the 
Rockefellers, is a good introduction to 
ocean sailing. Sail here on a long- or 
funboard and tack out through the flat- 
water harbor to the Cranberry Islands just 
offshore. Enjoy an afternoon of island 
hopping, but be sure to sail with a buddy 
and wear a wetsuit. Don’t be lulled by the 
summertime highs of up to 90 degrees; 
the water is a cold 60 degrees and hy¬ 
pothermia is a threat if you have to do 
swimming of any kind. Although personal 
flotation devices are not required of 
boardsailors in Maine, having one along 
is a good idea when sailing offshore. 

Situated in the town of Bar Harbor at 
the end of Bridge Street, The Bar is the 
spot for gnarly shortboarding on the chop 
of Frenchman’s Bay. Sail here in north 
winds. 

Wave sailing is for experts only at 
JULY 1989 
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welcomes yon to MSLtli with... 

O the best sailing conditions in the world 
O Maui’s largest and best rental fleet 
O Maui’s best lesson programs 
O Maui’s best retail facility 

Travel Packages: 

O Air O Deluxe Condo 

O Car O Equipment with 

unlimited exchange 

7 Nights: § 799 * 

• per person/double occupancy/midweek west coast flights 

Reservations or Information: 

S0Go367o8047, ext 170 

808 - 572*5601 


mm™ = mm 


In Canada, call SBUflbllTS 

ThtnjttlmiU in Sport Trjnre» 

Toronto 416-929-0009 


§Se 800-263-2845 



Other 800-263-2854 
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Don’t be footed by Maine’s summertime highs of up to 90 degrees, the water is a chilly 60 
degrees and wetsuits are always a good idea. 


Seawall Point located between Bass and 
Southwest Harbors. Seawall Point is a 
classic rock-strewn beach with pounding 
surf. The sailing here is especially rad in 
stormy conditions with wind from the east, 
south, southeast, or southwest. At low 
tide be careful of the sand bar which is 
marked by the red spindle Logo and 
mast-high waves are not unusual here. 

Another shortboard spot is the cres¬ 
cent-shaped Bracey Cove in Seal Har¬ 
bor. Sail here in east and south winds. 
Seal Harbor should not be confused with 
Seal Cove, which is another sailing site off 
the Cape Road on Bass Harbor. Sail 
there in west and southwest winds. 


WHERE TO STAY_ 


Acadia is visited by over four million 
people every year making it the second 
most popular national park in the country 
after the Great Smokies. The island has 
over 7,000 beds available, but if you go 
there, you really should try the smaller 
inns or campsites. 

Located in Bar Harbor on Mount Des¬ 
ert Street, the Primrose Cottage Inn (207- 
288-4031) and Ledgelawn Inn (207-288- 
4586) capture the spirit of Bar Harbor. 
The Inn at Canoe Point (207-288-9511) is 
also highly recommended. 

The Park Entrance Motel, on Route 3 
(207-288-3306), is located on the water 
and caters to boardheads. Every room 
has an ocean view and the motel comes 


complete with a grassy beach for launch¬ 
ing, picnic tables, and grills for cookouts. 
Book this place far in advance 

Camping is available at a number of 
private sites as well as two national park 
sites. Convenient to Bar Harbor, Mount 
Desert Narrows is located on the ocean’s 
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• edge, while farther away from it all are the 

• national park campsites at Blackwoods 

• and Seawall. Both sites are within walk- 

• ing distance of the water and are quietly 

• situated in the woods. Contact the Na- 

• tional Park Service in Bar Harbor for res- 

• ervations. 


WindRider 

Presents 


HOT NEW VIDEOS! 


from Robert 
Masters 



Boardsailing Year 
Volume Three 

All the fun and excitement of 
international boardsailing 
explodes on the screen in volume 
three of this classic video series! 


70- minutes'oTjreat entertainment including: 

* Worldwide regatta coverage * Equipment and technique features * 
Visits to Baja, Barbados. Hawaii, the Gorge, and other hot spots * 
Hot moves, like flat-Vvater forward rolls, Gu-screws, and cheese rolls 

* Robert Territeheau’s high-flying forward roll with a half twist * 
Edge-of-the-seat action * And much morel 



Boardsailing Year’s 
Guide to Better Gybing 

It’s an elusive maneuver, but this 
new video will help you improve 
your gybing skill better thanany 
other teaching aid.lt’s one you’ll 
want to study time and time again! 


This 30- minute tape features: 

* Top sailors sharing their gybing secrets ‘ Equipment suggestions 
Insight on stance, attitude, and technique * Super comprehensive 
instruction * And more!! 


WindRider Magazine. P.0. Box 136, Mt Morris. IL 61054 

Enclosed is my check or money order for: $- 

Name- 

Address 
City 


State. 


Zip. 


loonier by credit Mfd^Visa □Maste.Con) Otae-ia. Express 
_Exp. Date. 

Card#. 


Signature. 


Qty—Boardsailing Year Volume three (R15) $59.95 $_ 

Q ty._Boardsailing Year's Guide to Better Gybing (R14) $34.95 $ _ 

Florida residents add 6% state sales tax $_ 

Add $2 per item postage and handling $_ 

Total « 


To order by phone with your Visa, MasterCard or American Express, Call 
toll-free: 1 * 800 - 992-2177 (in Illinois, call: 1-800-892-0753) 
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If you do make the trip to Maine, take 

• some time away from windsurfing and 

• book a tour with Maine Coast Cyclers of 

• Camden (207-236-8608). They offer a 

• wide variety of tours for both on- and off- 

• road biking. The tours wind up and down 

• the coast with overnight stays in the finest 

• inns. They offer day. weekend, and 

• weekly trips complete with a combined 

• Windjammer cruise, if so desired. Horse- 

• back riding on the carriage paths is also 

• available through Wildwood Stables in 

• Seal Harbor (207-276-3622). 

Come to Maine to view the rugged 

• shoreline or to go on a whale watch. 

• Come to Maine to sample Yankee hospi- 

• tality and local lobster. Come to Maine to 

• get away from it all and experience the old 

• New England, but mostly, come Down 

• East for great windsurfing on sparkling 

• clean lakes with killer-wave action. 



WINDSURFING SERVICES 
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Latitude 44 

39 Cottage Street 
Bar Harbor, ME 04609 
207-288-5805 


Port Sports, Inc. 

127 Marginal Way 
Portland, ME 04101 
207-775-6080 

207-985-4059 (Kennebunk location) 


The Shed 

315 Marginal Way 
Portland, ME 04101 
207-775-5117 


Sunny Breeze Sports 

Route 302 
Naples, ME 04055 
207-693-3867 



TRAVEL PACKAGES 

INCLUDING AIR, CAR, ACCOMMODATE 
AND: 


Complete Hi-Tech sailboard and 
equipment rentals (beginner to 
expert) * 


Alan Cadiz’s "Hawaiian 
Sailboarding Techniques" 
instruction 


Call Maui Windsurfari 

ToUF'ee: 1-800-367-8047 ext. 334 


or Hi-Tech Sailboards 

230 Hana Highway. Kahului. HI 96732 808-877-2111 
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KANSAS CITY 
WINDSURFING 


It plays like a scene out of the movie 
Footloose, where dancing was strictly 
prohibited, but it’s true, there are some 
Kansas City Lakes being deemed off- 
limits for windsurfing. Local sailor Walt 
Wiercinski has the low-down on windsurf¬ 
ing in the Kansas City, Missouri area. 

here are a number of lakes in the 
Kansas City area that offer excel¬ 
lent windsurfing, and a couple that 
would—if they could 
First, the good news. On the outskirts 
of the city, on the Missouri-state line, lie 
Jacomo Lake and Smithville Lake. These 
lakes are part of the Parks and Recreation 
Department of Jackson County, Missouri. 
Jacomo Lake is the center of activity, 


not only for sailboards, but also for sail¬ 
boats. Access to the lake is from a pea- 
gravel beach located by the main marina. 
There is an area there for easy unloading 
Parking is only a few hundred feet away. 

’ A temporary permit will cost you eight 
dollars a day and can be purchased at 
the administration building. A non-resi¬ 
dent permit costs $30 per year. 

Jacomo Lake offers unlimited fun and 
it’s not uncommon to see over 50 board- 
heads on the lake on any summer week¬ 
end. The lake boasts about 1,000 sur- 

* face acres of windsurfing area, and 

’ though it’s not one of the biggest lakes in 

* the area, its close proximity to the city 
makes it convenient for an after-work sail. 
If you happen to be in the area without 
your board, the marina rents sailboards 
as well as life preservers (life preservers 
must be worn while on the water). And, if 
you’re just a beginner, they offer instruc- 


Your 

windsurfing 
vacation ... 

“where 
barefoot 
elegance 
becomes 
a way 
of life." 


New! Divi Winds 
Windsurfing Packages* 

A RI BA • BAHAMAS (Nautu)" ST. CSOIX I 


FROM 


• Accommodations 
including taxes and 
service charges 

• Unlimited use of 
windsurfing equipment 

• Intro group lesson 

• Roundtrip transfers 

•Alr-incluslve packages rndmeai 

plans are available 


DIVI RESORTSj 

See your iravel professionaJ orcall 

800-367-3484 
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WINDRIDER 

INSTRUCTIONAL 

CLINICS: 

THE GORGE 
ARUBA 
ST. CROIX 

FEATURING TOP PROS 


Vacation clinics and 
race packages 
available. Call for 
information today! 


rn icornmo ? NAMtf BARBA D0S THE VIRGIN ISLANDS 

PUERTO RICO ANTIGUA THE FLORIDA KEYS DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
AND OTHER HOT SPOTS 

CA wmTF"P 3 n ^ 45 o 7 °o mOrlando:407 ' 647-2170 
WRITE. P.0. Box 2731, Winter Park, FL 32790 


in 


' tion as well. 

• Smithville Lake is located at the north- 

• ern edge of the Kansas City metropolitan 
’ area. It has a surface area of around 
' 7,200 acres of water and 175 miles of 
" shoreline. It’s much larger than Jacomo 
' Lake and provides a wide range of rec- 
' reational activities to accommodate the 
' diverse interests of the general public. 

Although it's not yet 10 years old, it has 
already become a chief windsurfing spot. 
The lake is so wide, a sailor going from 
one side to the other can all but disappear 
from view. 


. KARLS1PEK 

Access to the water is obtainable from 

• any one of the five park areas. There is a 

■ daily fee of five dollars and yearly permits 

■ are also available. Life preservers must 

• be worn while on the lake. The beaches 

• range from grassy to rocky. 

Currently under construction is Blue 

• Springs Lake, located adjacent to 

• Jacomo Lake. Unfortunately, sailboards 

• will not be allowed to use Blue Springs 

' Lake 0 r Longview Lake, another popular 

• sailing spot, five miles from Jacomo. 

What, no windsurfing you say? That's 

‘ right. It seems that a Jackson County 
ordinance will ban windsurfing on 

• Longview Lake and Blue Spring Lake 
when it opens. As reported in the Kansas 
City Star, the decision to ban windsurfing 
was made for safety reasons based on 
the recommendation of the County Parks 
Department. County officials are con¬ 
cerned that, without enough park person¬ 
nel, windsurfers could be injured. 
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CLOSE THE GAP! 


The PRO-LINE high 
performance universal 
and 24" mast 
extension will 
make rigging easier 
and faster. 

Made of lightweight 
aircraft 

aluminum, this 
Gorge tested 
base is super 
strong. 

Can be made to 
fit any system on the market 
today. 



Was $129.95 ■ Now ONLY$69.95 


NEW ENGLAND SAILBOARD 
CO. 

The Windsurfing Specialists 
with Experience 
P.O. Box 233 
Jamaica, VT 05343 
802/874-4178 
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Gear Racks 


High Gear Sport Racks 
are the professional way 
to clear clutter from your 
board storage area. This 
high impact modular 
system lets you store 
any size boards 
vertically or lighter boards 
horizontally (up to 30 pounds). Strong, 
lightweight, and good-looking, they attach 
directly to almost any surface. A 

screwdriver and drill $AA95 

pair 



are the only tools 
needed. #8560001 
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windsurfing 


1 -800-THE-SURF 

, M.am. Florida 33015 
6043 NW I67lh Street '* 1,arn 



However, windsurfers in the Kansas • tended that the bill didn't happen over- • 
City area aren't buying this and argue that • night and, at the several public hearings • 
the ordinance is a clear case of discrimi- • held the previous fall, only one person • 
nation. They claim that it would put a • opposed the rule. Well, it seems that ’ 
damper on the Kansas City windsurfing • more than one boardsailor is opposed to ' 
scene, in which approximately 500 Kan- • the bill now, and more discussion is sure ' 
sas City area residents participate. Owen • to follow before this controversial piece of • 
Withrow, the unofficial president of the i legislation is passed. 

Sans Souci Sail Board Club said, “The • Additional satiable Missouri lakes • 
sport [windsurfing] is growing in popular- • within a weekend drive from Kansas City • 
ity. The county has missed the boat on • include, Stockton Lake, Pomme de Terre • 
this one." ’ Lake, Harry S. Truman Reservoir, Lake of • 

He added that the action was taken • the Ozarks, Long Branch Lake, and Tho- • 
without the knowledge of many sail- • mas Hill Reservoir. There are camping * 
boarders and that “they snuck this in on • areas at all of these lakes. If camping is • 
us just because we weren’t there to speak • not in your plans, conventional accom- ' 
out." ' fnodations are also close at hand. 

Legislators of the ordinance con- • For more information on windsurfing in • 

WINDRIDFR ' 























the Kansas City area, contact The Kan¬ 
sas City Sailboard Association, 6704 
West 83rd Street, #403, Overland Park, 
KS 66204. They’re a formal sailboard 
club that puts out a monthly newsletter 
with event information, local rule 
changes, and equipment sales. The 
Sans Souci Sailboard Club, an informal 
sailboard club that meets weekly at 
Jacomo Lake, is also a good source of 
windsurfing information Just show up 
and they’ll be glad to consider you a 
member. 


WINDSURFING SERVICES 



Editor's Note: Look for a separate piece 
on Kansas windsurfing in an upcoming 
WindFinder. 
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Maui’s Best Rental Equipment. 

Featuring: Angulo Custom Boards, Seatrend, Fanatic/A.RJ, Windsurfing 
Hawaii, Neil Pryde & More 

I Chose from the Maui Windsurf 


Company's huge inventory of high 
performance equipment, latest in 
sailing and beach accessories. 

■ Full service retail, rental, lesson 
shops. Let our professional staff 
show you the best areas to sail 

■ Closest shop to airport & Kanaha 
Beach Park & other prime North 
Shore spots. 


Unlimited equipment changes, lay 
days. Radio contact with beach for up to the 
minute weather and ocean conditions. 


LA 


r*r>.\/XJ centers 


For Brochures/Reservations 

can 800-223-5443 


The Maui Wtadsurf Company 


1-800-872-0999 

520 Kaolani Place 
Kahulut. Maui 96732 
1-808-877-4816 
FAX 808-877-4696 
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The Ultimate Windsurfing Destination is Just a Phone Call Away! 

[WINDSURFING 
CATIONS 8 

Travel Packages Including Round Trip Airfare, 
Accommodations and Performance Equipment 
p.o. box 1097, Available From &fvSQ 

Doyloslown, PA 18901*^ ^^3 
FOR RESERVATIONS CALL 

TOLL FREE 1-800-635-1155 ♦ PA 215-348-9813 • CANADA 1-800-228-2882 • FAX 215-348-2341 
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SOUTH HAVEN 
MICHIGAN 


The small town of South Haven offers 
some big-time Lake Michigan windsurf¬ 
ing year-round. as Bryan Lundgren ex¬ 
plains. 

outh Haven is a small beach and 
V&'lr tourist-oriented community lo- 
cated on Lake Michigan’s 280- 
mile-long eastern shoreline. Local 
sailing conditions are representative of 
sailing at similar west Michigan shoreline 
towns South Haven sailors can park next 
to any one of three white quartz-sand 
beaches and conveniently launch into a 
cool Lake Michigan. 

Strong winds may not be "guaran¬ 
teed," like Gorge or Maui winds, but there 
is a large variety of sailing conditions and 
locations. Shoreline cruising, inland lake 
hopping, and camping and sailing at 
state parks offer alternatives to jibe-and- 
reach beach sailing. When strong spring 
and fall winds blow, the jibe-and-reach 
wave sailing on Lake Michigan can’t be 
beat. 


SPRING ACTION 


March though June brings screaming 
northwest gales and warming southerly 
breezes. The 25-foot-tall winter icebergs 
that guarded Lake Michigan beaches 


have melted. Tourists don’t crowd the 
beaches until mid-May so sailboarders 
launch at swimming areas, North Beach, 
and South Beach, which adjoins a river 
channel. The Black River will be 
homeport to 1,200 boats by June. A 


bridge one-half mile upstream in town 
offers access to north shore launch sites. 

Drysuits make cold spring water seem 
mild You can launch into northerly winds 
and waves from South Beach in the lee of 
the concrete channel wall A red light- 


WINDSURFING 
ARUBA. 


ARUBA 
PALM BEACH 

RtSOGT AND CASNO 

• Launch from our beautiful 
beachfront location 

• Shallow flat water makes 
beachstarts, waterstarts, and 
jibes a breeze 

• Warm year-round water 
temperature of 78-82° 

• Constant winds provide 
Ultimate Speed Thrills 

Our resort combines a carefree, 
casual atmosphere with great 
restaurants, tennis, 2 freshwater 
pools, gambling casino, nightly 
entertainment, and a wide variety 
of excursions and watersports. 


3Ae Wttu/ 
SB/oata (fine 
Wcty iti 
xJ&uUxi, 

fPlumy,/ 



For more information and reser¬ 
vations call' 1-800-356-9742 
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Complete Windsurfing 
Vacations April 8-December 
20,1989 including: land, 
air, equipment rental, 
options and extras begin at 
$532p.p. dbl * Prices vary 
depending on departure city. 


Hot Booties 

Lightweight quick-dry four-way 
stretch nylon tricot booties with 
h \ neoprene-coated Kevlar® 
sole. Superior comfort, 
sure-footed 
traction, and super¬ 
tough for long lasting, good-looking 
value. Sizes XS, S, M, L in Black (02), 
Hot Pink (06), and Aqua (07). 
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house at the pier's end marks the begin¬ 
ning of steep, closely spaced waves 
driven across at least 70 miles of open 
water Here, sailors from South Haven 
and 40 miles inland from Kalamazoo 
make their first practice runs of the year. 
Afterwards, over hamburgers and beer at 
Clementine’s Saloon one-quarter mile 
east, the sailors all agree the season has 
begun in earnest 



June through August is the tourist 
season for west Michigan. South Haven’s 
population of 6,000 increases to 15,000 
as condominiums, bed and breakfast 
rooms, and motels fill with leisure and sun 



Bill Barron sails by “Big Red,” the Holland 
lighthouse. 


JOHNO STRAUSS 

seekers. Summer is the nine-meter sail 
season with many gentle-breeze days 
interspersed with occasional days of 
strong frontal winds. 

Sailors are limited to launching at 
Packard Park, one-half mile north of Black 
River, because of guarded and bouy- 
marked swimming areas on either side of 
the breakwater. Public swimming is dis¬ 
couraged after 6 p.m. and on days with 
waves over five feet, so lifeguards may 
allow launching from swimming beaches 
then. When the wind is strong, longboard 
lessons for beginners halt or move inland 
and sailors with shortboards arrive to 
carve the waves. 

JULY 1989 
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Guaranteed Waterstarts In 3 Days! 

Let Dave and Marnie Crans Improve Your Windsurfing Techniques. 


■ Novice, Intermediate, Jibe 
Watcrstart & private lessons in 
Maui's only complete Windsurfing 
School. 

■ Maximum lour students per 
class IVi to 3 hour lessons in pro¬ 
tected, warm, Maui tropical waters. 

■ Our special 3 and 5 Lesson 
packages let you advance at your 
own speed. 


■ Lessons include on beach videos, land 
simulation, on water radio communica¬ 
tion and certification 


LA 


*xY>.\na coders 


For Brochure/Reservations 

can 1-800-223-5443 


Kni ICaffcWtiidrarfag School 


1-800-872-0999 

520 Keotani Place 
Kahului, Maui 96732 
1-800-677-4816 
FAX 808-877-4696 


Be As Free As The 
Wind In Aruba With 
Dollar Rent A Car 


•Holiday Specials 
•Toyota Starlet or Corolla 
•Low Rates Make 
It Affordable and Easy 
And All The Wind You Want 

DOLLAR Call Now 011-297-8(25651 
RENTACAR (22783 
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Mr. Bills 
Boardsailing Adventures JW 

Boardsalllng Vacation Packages In: 

b a j a 


NORTH SAILS 



AIR 


CAR 
LODGING 
EQUIPMENT 


Discounts Available 

Cascade 
Travel Service 


111 Oak St. • Hood River, OR 97031 


ONE CALL DOES IT ALL! 

FAX: 503-386-4899 
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1-800-426-4981 

IN OREGON (503) 386-6800 



CAN YOUR KIDS SAIL? 

YES They Can! 

Mini Surf Makes It Easy! 

Sailboard Associates, Inc. 

1982 Crestridge Dr. 
Littleton, CO 80121 

(303) 781-6881 

Dealer Inquiries/Mail Order Invited 


MiniSurf 

For 
Children 
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GET ON THE RIGHT COURSE 


CORPUS CHR1STI . MAY 22-28 PUERTO RICO . JUNE 20 - 25 

CURACAO . MAY 30 -JUNE 4 SAN FRANCISCO.. JUNE 27-JULY 2 

aruba . JUNE 6 -11 HOOD RIVER. . JULY 6 - 9 

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC... JUNE 13 -18 


Act now! Don’t miss the 1989 Pro/Am racing circuit. 




Mu tin y volt 'ir racing or raging, the WindRider Travel Desk ran gel yon on course. 
( ,,11 to, ngatta I'orltagis today I-800-237 9M5 Saturn,ride .or -It>7-047-2170 Orlando 


Pro Deal 

O'Brien Pro-Am complete ONLY 
$499.00111 This 9’4" multi 
concave slalom board is the 
board hundreds have started and 



stayed with in the high-speed, 
high-fun world of short-board 
blasting. 145 liters volume 
distributed generously 
throughout means good light air 
ability, stability while learning, 
and super quickness to plane. 
Complete with a 5.4m Neil Pryde 
rig including adjustable mast and 
boom, everything! 5 YEAR 
WARRANTY! Regular $799.00 
SPECIAL 
LAST 
MINUTE 
OFFER! 

#3011016 































For sailboard cruising, Lake Michigan 
has a sandy shoreline with many stop¬ 
ping places. To cruise, a group will send 
a chase car north enabling sailors to 
beam-reach between check-in points. 
The sailboard flotilla can stop at beaches 
along the way to eat and perhaps to trade 
driving duties. 

Eighteen miles north is Saugatuck- 
Beach Oval Park located one mile south 
of the Kalamazoo River. In another eight 
miles is Holland State Park on the north 
side of a breakwater like the one in South 
Haven. Nine miles farther is a small 
channel (with private car access only) at 
Port Sheldon inlet marked by three 
Campbell Power Plant smokestacks (the 
tallest is 650 feet high). Grand Haven City 
Beach, located south of the Grand Haven 
breakwater, is 10 more miles, a total of 45 
miles north of South Haven. 


JOHN 0 STRAUSS 

The cruise-to-the-car process as¬ 
sures safety and eliminates having to 
carry food. If winds are good, cruising 
between beaches can continue for 230 
miles north to Leelenaw Point. On north- 
wind days, sailboard cruise groups may 
start north of South Haven or may sail 23 
miles south to Silver Beach, one-quarter 
mile south of the St. Joseph breakwater. 

Michigan has 94 state parks with over 
14,700 campsites and 151 state forest 
campgrounds with over 1,300 camp¬ 
sites. Most parks offer sailing opportuni¬ 
ties as well as hiking for an alternate 
activity. Van Buren State Park, five miles 
south of South Haven, has 205 campsites 
among beautiful sand dunes. 

Launching is a one-quarter mile port¬ 
age from a parking lot, past sand dunes 
to the beach. Michigan inland lakes 
provide scenic variety and offer flat water 
for beginners to practice on or fast sailing 
on high-wind days. The Department of 
Natural Resources has hundreds of 
launching ramps on inland lakes and 
publishes a large-scale Michigan County 
Map Guidebook. Call 517-373-9267 for 
more information. 

South Haven resident sailors are few in 
number and work hard to protect and 
encourage local sailing safety and ac¬ 
cess rights. 




Experience Maui! From $789! 


■ Includes 7 nights condo, 
roundtrip air from west coast, 
car, board, rig and hard racks. 

■ Flexible options include longer 
stays, discount air from other 
cities, non-sailor rates and more. 

■ Choose from Maui's best 
fleet of quality windsurfing 
equipment. 

■ Optional lessons from Maui 
Magic Windsurfing Schools. 


■ Beachfront condos and private 
N. Shore homes carefully chosen to 
meet a windsurfer's needs. 


VELA 

hqhwind centers 

•7 

For Brochures / Rotorvatlona 

C. 800-223-5443 


Tbe Maul Windsurf Company 

1-800-872-0999 

520 Kaotani Place 
Kahului, Maui 96732 
1-606677-4818 
FAX 806677-4696 
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EXPERIENCE THE EXTRAORDINARY! 

COME AND JOIN US FOR 
THE BEST WINDSURFING IN THE WORLD. 

Choose from any of our single island destinations or our new and excitng 
multi-island windsurfing packages. Now you can sail two or more islands in 
1 weekl 

We custom plan your dream windsurfing vacation to meet your every 
need — all ability levels and non-windsurfers, flat water and wave sailing 
individuals and families, basic lessons to exciting guided coastal tours! 

Hawaii, Mexico, and Caribbean - Our personalized complete windsurfing 
packages can take you to the best wind anywhere in the world! 


CALL 24 HOURS 
1600-999-7944 
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THIS SUMMER , BE A HAPPY CAMPER! 

Get in on the fun in ’89 with Fanatic/A.R.T. 

7th Annual AUK Sports Sailboard Camp 

Rigging... Harness Use... Tacking... Jibing... Waterstarting-. Haring... Slalom.- Sailing 
Theory-... Video Revietv... Meals... And Fun. Fun. Fun! 

With Racer/Camp Director Katie Griffith 
DATES & LOCATIONS 

June 19 -22 - Santa Fe. NM July 17 -20 . Gorge. OR 

June 26 -30 - Lake Lopez, CA July 29 - Aug. 2 _ Rio Vista, C.A 

Aug. 7 - 11 - Lake Lopez. CA 

For more information, call: ARK Sports: 415-435-5134 

Fanatic Camp Hotline: 415-435-2951 


Just Give Me 
The Wind, 
The Surf 
And A Good 
Hotel 



You'll find it all in one place. The Small 
Hotels of Barbados. So friendly, you’ll 
want to stay forever. And with their 
affordable rates, you almost could! 


THE* SMALL* HOTELS* OF 

RARBAPOS 

GOODNESS. GRACIOUS 

I MO W R^cnSns Service. 

tita&XST t^^OOSocond Avenue. 
New York. NY 10017. 
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The South Haven windsurfing scene is 
’ varied and focuses on sailing along 
’ western Lake Michigan sand beaches 
year-round. Spring and fall bring high 
winds and waves while summer offers 
’ cruising, camping, and inland lake-tour¬ 
ing variety. So what are you waiting for? 
Come on out before the crowds get ’ 
here—windsurfing along the Lake Michi¬ 
gan shoreline can be a unique experi¬ 
ence. 


WINDSURFING SERVICES 



A sailor cruises Lake Michigan off the 
shore of South Haven. 
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Bill and Paul’s Sport Haus 

1241 E. Fullon Street 
Grand Rapids. Ml 49503 
616-458-1684 


Hobie Sports Center Inc. 

12173 East D Avenue 
Richland. Ml 49083 
616-629-4507 

Outfitters 

3774 28th Street 
Grandville, Ml 49418 
616-531-2345 

North Shore Aqua Sports 

114 Dykman Avenue 
South Haven Ml 49090 
616-637-6208 
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USBA ! NATIONAL RANKING 
'£( EVENTS 


July 1,2: Northwest Championships, 
Vancouver Lake, Washington Colum¬ 
bia Windsurfing Club, Portland, OR. 
Contact Jim Kimball, 206-573-1212. 
July 8,9: Maui County Slalom & 
Course Racing, Kanaha Beach Park, 
Maui, HI. Contact Kim Ball, 808-877- 
2111. 

July 14-16: Fifth Annual Winnebago 
Sailboarding Regatta, Oshkosh, Wl. 
Contact George Gerhardt, 414-233- 
5153. 

Aug. 10,11: California Sailboards 
Slalom Classic, Coyote Point, San 
Mateo, CA. Contact East Bay, 415- 
652-5757. 

Aug. 12,1 3: SFYC Longboard Invita¬ 
tional Regatta, San Francisco, CA. 
Contact Matt Jones, 415-563-6363. 
Aug. 21-27: USBA National Champi¬ 
onship, San Francisco, CA. Contact 
Rich Jefferies, 714-499-4591. 


OTHER EVENTS 


July 1*4: The Storybook Classic, 
Chapter Four, Story Lake, NM. Con¬ 
tact Jay Backy, 505-471-2176. 

July 8,9: Leukemia Benefit Regatta. 
Leesburg, FL. Contact Dave 
Pacacha, 407-349-5292. 

July 7*16: 1989 Ranier Beer Gorge 
Pro-Am, Hood River Marina, Hood 
River, OR. Contact Race Manage¬ 
ment Group, 509-493-1545. 

July 15,16: Potomac River Regatta, 
Potomac River, MD. Contact 
Windsurfing Unlimited, 301-757-8008. 
July 16: Longitude 80 Fun Cup, Mel¬ 
bourne, FL. Contact Longitude 80, 
407-773-1720. 

July 18-25: 1989 US Olympic Festi¬ 
val, Oklahoma City, OK. Contact US 
Boardsailing Team Association, 407- 
242-2424. 

July 22: New Jersey Boardsailing 
Championship Pro-Am, Asbury Park, 
NJ. Contact NJBA, 201-272-6991. 
July 22,23: Michelob Open/Mistral 
State Championship, Clearwater, FL. 
Contact The Tackle Shack, 813-546- 
5080. 

July 23*29: Pusser's Rum Pain Killer 
Thriller, St. Croix, Virgin Islands. A 
week-long event; point-to-point rac¬ 
ing, long-distance and slalom racing. 
Contact Boardsailing BVI, 809-495- 
2447, or Virgin Surf and Sail, 809-773- 
4810. 

July 29: Panama City Fun Cup. 
Panama City Beach, FL. Contact In- 
nerlight Surf and Sail, 904-235-3243. 
July 29,30: Mistral California State 
Championships. Lopez Lake, CA. 
Mistral Superlight class. Contact 
Mitchell Madruga, 619-431-3781. 
Aug. 5*13: Bic World Champion¬ 
ships, site to be announced. Contact 
Bic Sports, 203-281-7877. 
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Second Wind 

Maui's Top 
Windsurfing 
„ -* Center 




•Rentals 

quality 
Bust ralus 

•New & Used 
Equipment 

Worlds liirtjfst 
vludion 

/ ConsnjmiM-nt and 
Buy Backs Available 

•Travel Packages 
,, ‘Lessons 

' Alan Cadiz and Stall 
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Come to the Aruba Highwind Center. 
Aruba’s best beachfront windsurfing resort! 


■ The best wind and launch 
in Aruba, Fisherman’s Huts, 
is right outside your door! 

■ The latest Mistral, Seatrend 
and custom equipment 
always rigged for you. 

■ Learn jibes, waterstarts 
or the basics from Mistral 
Certified instructors. 


■ Accommodations at the 
Holiday Inn Aruba, a beach¬ 
front resort featuring the 
largest water sports center 
in Aruba. 

Ask about our other desti¬ 
nations—Maui, Baja 
& Cancun. 


Call Vela Today! 

800-223-5443 


Too Free from 
U.& and Canada 


ARUBA 

vela highwind center 
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&SHOPS 


_ CALIFORNIA _ 

AMERICAN RIVER RECREATION. Sac¬ 
ramento. 916-635-4479. Valley’s largest se¬ 
lection of boardsailing equipment. Sales, 
rentals, and lessons for beginning to ad¬ 
vanced sailors 

WINDSURF WAREHOUSE. 405 S. Airport 
Blvd.. S. San Francisco. CA 94080. Biggest 
selection and best deals. Call us first! 415- 
588-1714 


_CONNECTICUT_ 

NORTHEAST WINDSURF SCHOOL. 

Full beginner lesson programs. Advanced 
lessons and rentals available Short Beach 
and Long Beach, Stratford, CT 203-378- 
8388. 

OCEANFLYER WINDSURFING. Corner 
Routes 1 and 2, Pawcatuck, CT 06379.203- 
599-5694. Mistral, F2. Tiga, HiFly, Angulo. 
Whirlewind Customs, Neil Pryde, Aerotech, 
Bare. Ripcurl, Da Kine. Freeskate, Terzo 
Lessons, repairs, and service. Open year- 
round. 

WATER-WISE. 250 Broad St., Manchester, 
CT 06040.203-647-SAIL. Boardsailing is our 
life! Production and custom equipment for all 
levels. Demo center. Parts and accessories. 
Lessons by friendly certified personnel. 
GREAT SERVICE!! Race series. Sailboard 
club. 


_ DELAWARE _ 

BAY SPORTS. Full-service boardsailing 
shop. Complete rental. Beginner to ad¬ 
vanced. Boards and sails available. 11 Dick¬ 
inson St.. Dewey Beach, DE19971.302-227- 
7590. 


_ FLORIDA _ 

AGUERA WIND & SURF. Beachcomber 
Hotel. 6200 Gull Blvd.. St. Pete Beach. 813- 
360-3783. Sales, lessons, rentals. 

BLUE WATER MARINE SPORTS. All 

major brands of boards, atcessories. and 
beachwear. Professional sales and service. 
2662 S. Dixie Hwy., Miami. FL 33133. Order 
hotline305-858-3034. 

CALEMA BOARDSAILING. Waterfront 
location. 2755 N. Banana River Dr., Merritt 
Island, FL32953. Official Gaastra Test Center 
forSE. Mistral-certified instructors, rentals, 
repairs, sales, vacation packages. 407-453- 
3223. 

OCEAN BLVD. SAILBOARDING, INC. 

5254 Ocean Blvd., Sarasota, FL34242.813- 
349-3828. On the Gulf, large rental fleet, les¬ 
sons. Mistral, Alpha. Hi-Tech, accessories, 


sportswear. 

WIND DANCER WATERSPORTS. Sales, 
rentals, school/lodging available. USYRU- 
certified instructors. Ft. Myers Beach. 813- 
466-SURF(7873). 

WIND HEAVEN WINDSURFING. 2425 N. 
Courtenay, Merritt Island, FL 32953. Fanatic, 
Seatrend, Bic, Boardworks, Aerotech. North. 
Rentals. Shortboard headquarters! 407-452- 
WIND. 

"_ HAWAII _ 

HANALEI-KAUAI SAILBOARDS. Qual- 

itv rental equipment and instruction. Minutes 
from Kauai’s best windsurfing beaches. Box 
496, Hanalei. HI96714.808-826-9732 

HAWAIIAN ISLAND WINDSURFING. 
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Maui’s most complete retail and rental shop 
offers everything for the traveling sailor Over 
200 rental boards and Maui's high-wind test 
center for Mistral, F2, Tiga, Neil Pryde, Gaas¬ 
tra. Simmer Style, and Jimmy Lewis custom 
boards Lessons by WINDSURFING WEST for 
beginners, waterstarts, and jibes Call or 
write: Hawaiian Island Windsurfing, 460 Dairy 
Rd., Kahului, HI 96732. Toll-free 800-231- 
6958.808-871-4981. 

HI-TECH SAILBOARDS OF HAWAII. 

Complete retail/rental shop featuring Hi-Tech 
custom boards and the “new" Hi-Tech MDC 
Lite boards. All new rental board fleet. Board 
fleet comes equipped with Simmer, North, or 
Pryde sails. Two minutes from Kanaha. home 
of Alan Cadiz’s HST windsurf school. 230 
Hana Hwy., Kahului. HI. 808-877-2111. 
HI-TECH SAILBOARDS OF HAWAII. 
Craig Maisonville'soriginalshop, Maui’sold- 
est windsurf shop, has equipment for the 
Hookipa sailor and a complete line of ac- 
tivewear for men and women Six minutes from 
Hookipa 51 Baldwin Ave., Paia. 808-579- 
9297. 

KANAHA SAILBOARDS. Rent Maui’s best 
for less 1 55 Kaahumanu Ave., Kahului, HI 
96732.800-666-6629 or 808-871 -2662 
SECOND WIND-MAUL Largest selection 
of quality used equipment in the world! Retail, 
mailorder, travel arrangements. Bruce Jones 
custom sailboards. Alpha speed center. 
Rentals, lessons. Minutes to Kanaha 111 
Hana Hwy, Kahului, HI 96732.808-877-SHOP 
(7467), 800-852-SHOP (7467). 

_ILLINOIS_ 

MARINE MART. 639 Ogden Ave., Downers 
Grove, IL60515.312-968-6477. Mistral, Al¬ 
pha sailboards. O’Neill, Bare wetsuits. Nike 
aqua socks. Complete line of parts and ac¬ 
cessories. FREE sailboard clinic every Tues¬ 
day during season. 

_ INDIANA _ 

OUTPOSTWINDSPORTS. Mistral, HiFly, 
Fanatic, Seatrend, Neil Pryde. Da Kine, Gaas¬ 
tra Rentals, demos, complete school. New 
and used. Western Michigan’s specialists. 
OutPost Windsports, New Buffalo, Ml, 616- 
469-4210. OutPost Windsports, St. Joseph, 
Ml, 616-983-2010. 

_ MAINE _ 

SUNNY BREEZE SPORTS. Specialty 
shop with special prices! Angulo, ART, Bic, 
Fanatic, O'Brien, and Neil Pryde. Rt. 302, 
Naples, ME 04055.207-693-3867. 

THE SNOW SHED. 315 Marginal Way, 
Portland, ME 04101.207-775-5117. Ft. An- 
dross Mill, Maine St., Brunswick, ME, 207-725- 
8930. Maine’s four-season specialty shop. 
Ski, surf, and sail Down East! 

MASSACHUSETTS 

CAPE SAILBOARDS. Falmouth, MA 
02540.508-540-8800. Specializing in high- 
performance equipment and service. 
ANGULO HAWAII customs. 

FORCE 5 WATERSPORTS. 37 Main St.. 
Nantucket, MA02554.508-228-0700. Certi¬ 
fied Mistral boardsailing school. Equipment, 
accessories, clothing for action. 


INDIAN SUMMER SPORTS. Celebrating 10th 
anniversary as Nantucket’s equipment and 
beachwear center. Sales, rentals, lessons, 
and second stylin’ location Seatrend, Wmd- 
wings, Bic, Pryde, and Windsurfing Hawaii 6 
Broad Street 508-228-3632 

_MICHIGAN_ 

TORCH RIVER BRIDGE SAILBOAT 
SHOP. Torch Lake. Northern Michigan’s 
completeshop Alpha.Fanatic, Bic.Windsurf¬ 
ing Hawaii, Da Kine 616-322-6180 

_ NEW HAMPSHIRE 

WINNI SAILBOARDER’S SCHOOL 
AND OUTLET. Lessons, demos, car-top 
sail gear. 687 Union Ave , Laconia, NH 03246 
602-528-4110 

_NEW JERSEY_ 

CRANFORD BOAT BOARDSAILING 
CENTER. Mid-Atlantic region’s boardsailing 
superstore' Unbeatable selection at un¬ 
matched prices. Professional advice for new 
boardsailors. Tested accessory/hardware 
department. Sail repairs Used equipment. 
Guaranteed lessons, rentals Demo center 
201-272-6991. 

ISLAND SURF & SAIL. Long Beach Is¬ 
land. Fanatic, North, Windsurfing Hawaii, and 
more! Lessons, rentals, repairs. 609-494- 
5553. 

LAKE HOPATCONG SAILBOARDS. 

Everything for sailboarding. Trade-ins, new 
customs, and rowing shells On the lake. 201- 
663-1495. 

LANCE SAILING CENTER. Complete 
boardsailing specialty store Three miles west 
of Sandy Hook. 65 First Ave., Atlantic High¬ 
lands, NJ 07716.210-872-2711. 

PELICAN SAILBOARD CENTER. Rt 10 
West, Morris Plains. NJ 07950.201-267-0964 
New Jersey's largest volume Mistral, Bic, and 
F2 dealership. Sails by Pryde, Gaastra, North, 
Freedom, and Windwing. Full stock of all the 
accessories you need by top manufacturers. 
Best selection of O'Neill wetsuits in NJ. 

_NEW YORK_ 

DELTA KNOLLS SPORTS. 8388 Elmer 
Hill Rd.. Rome, NY 13440.315-339-1280. 
Fanatic, Seatrend, Gaastra, Westwind, Wind¬ 
wing, Neil Pryde, Fleetwood, Simmer Style, 
and more. Unbelievably low prices! We ship. 
HAWAIIAN SAILBOARDS. 60 Main St., 
Northport, NY 11768. Lessons, rentals, leas¬ 
ing, repairs. Discount prices. O’Brien, Tiga, 
F2, Bic, Neil Pryde, Gaastra. Demos available. 
Used equipment, trade-ins, water skis, wet¬ 
suits, surfwear. 516-757-4315. 
LAKESPORTS. On Lake George, Huletts 
Landing, NY 12841.518-499-2647. Complete 
line of Mistral boards and accessories. In¬ 
structor certification. Second location: King¬ 
ston, NY 914-757-4166. 

NEW YORK BOARDSAILING, INC. 1000 
East Shore Dr., Ithaca, NY 14850. Upstate's 
#1 specialty shop. Complete school and 
rental program. F2, Tiga, Mistral, O'Brien, 
Windsurfing Hawaii, Gaastra, Neil Pryde, 
North, and lots more. Open year-round! 607- 
273-2560. 

ROCKAWAY BEACH SURF SHOP. NYC 

surf shop. Mistral, Bic, Ripcurl, O'Neil, and 
Body Glove. Low, low prices, large selection. 
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Established 1973 177 Beach 116th St , 
RocKaway. NY 11694 718-474-9345 
SAiLWAYS MANHATTAN. Shred the Big 
Apple' NYC's newest and best windsurfing 
emporium Incredible inventory of boards, 
accessories, and the hottest beach and 
swimwear to hit the East Coast in years 1 Open 
7 days convenient location 859 Broadway (at 
17th St.). NYC. NY 10003 212-727-8850 

_ NORTH CAROLINA 

ISLAND RIGS. Complete windsurfing retail 
and rentals featuring Mistral, Hi-Tech, North, 
Windsurfing Hawaii. Lessons, demos avail¬ 
able at our shop directly on Bogue Sound. 
919-247-7787 PO Box4774, Emerald Isle, 
NC 28594 

_ OHIO _ 

CHAMPION WINDSURFING. Authorized 
dealer of Mistral, HiFly, Naish, Hi-Tech, Gaas- 
tra.Gul 5025 Mahoning Ave , Warren 216- 
847-7790. 

SUNSPORTS SURF COMPANY. 23 

Cherri Park Square, Westerville, OH 43081 
Central Ohio’s only full-service dealer. Sales, 
rentals, lessons, repairs, accessories Fa¬ 
natic. Bic, Alpha We buy and sell used equip¬ 
ment 614-895-7873. 

WINDBREAKERS SURF CO. 114 Wester¬ 
ville Mall, Westerville, OH 43081.614-890- 
9008. Ohio’s largest surf shop. Mistral, HiFly, 
Gaastra Certified Mistral School. Complete 
line of accessories and beach wear Open all 
year. 

_OREGON_ 

COLUMBIA WINDSURFING ACAD- 
EMY HOOD RIVER. Village Resort Mall, 
Hood River, OR 97031.503-FUN-JIBE. On the 
river. Retail, rentals, and lessons. Sail the 
Gorge off our private beach. Complete Hood 
River resort vacation packages. 

GORGE WINDSURFING. 319 E 2nd St., 
The Dalles. OR 97058,503-298-8796 Retail, 
lessons, rentals. Safest Gorge locations for 
beginners and learning waterstarts Open 
year-round. Mailorder. 

HOOD RIVER WINDSURFING. Leaders 
in shortboard instruction. Gaastra, Pryde, 
Tiga, Seatrend, and custom rentals Gorge 
travel service. FREE catalogue. 4 4th St., 
Hood River, OR 97031.503-386-5787. 

_PENNSYLVANIA_ 

EBB TIDE WINDSURFING. Rt. 563, Box 
226-D, Ottsville, PA 18942 (Lake Nocka- 
mixon). 215-847-8019. Sales, demos, les¬ 
sons, rentals. Personal knowledgeable serv¬ 
ice. Alpha, West Wind, Ampro, Windwing, 
Multi-Sail, Body Glove, Fleetwood, and more. 
Call for up-to-the-minute, on-site wind speed!. 
HOOKED ON WINDSURFING AT 
NESTORS. 2510 MacArthur Rd., Whitehall, 
PA 18052.215-437-0341. Open year-round 
seven days for boards, sails, rentals, lessons, 
accessories for all abilities. Fanatic, F2, 
Windsurfing Hawaii, Seatrend, O’Brien, Neil 
Pryde, North, Gaastra, O'Neill, Bare. Fiber- 
spar, and more in stock. Call for lessons and 
race clinic info. Call toll-free in eastern PA: 
800-832-3300 for Hooked on Windsurfing's 
expert service. 

MARSH CREEK STATE PARK BOAT 
RENTAL. Eagle, PA. 215-458-5040. Private 
and group lessons. Mistral, O’Brien, 
Seatrend, O'Neill, and Bare wetsuits. Fleet- 
wood hardware, Aerotech sails. Sunfish, 
Hobies, canoe rentals, and boom regripping. 
ROSE VALLEY SPORTS. 1501 Seneca 
Run, Ambler, PA 19002.215-643-6018. Per¬ 
formance sailboard equipment for sale. 
SHANK’S MARE. 227 W. Market St., York, 


PA 17401 717-846-3132 Ten years'experi¬ 
ence On-water facility. Trade-in program. 
Largest year-round selection featuring Fa¬ 
natic. Mistral. O’Brien, HiFly, Seatrend 
boards North. Windwing, ART sails. O'Neill. 
Bare. Body Glove wetsuits. 

SOUTH CAROLINA _ 

SAILING & SKI CONNECTION. Your 
connection to sailing fun in Myrtle Beach with 
two locations Sales, rentals, repairs, lessons. 
Featuring Mistral. Alpha. Hi-Tech, Gaastra. 
Windsurfing Hawaii. Myrtle Beach, SC. 803- 
626-SAIL 

WINDSURFING HILTON HEAD. The . 

Plaza at Shelter Cove, Hilton Head Island, SC 
29928 803-686-6996. The largest, most so¬ 
phisticated boardsailing school. Beginner to 
advanced instructions. All-around and high- ’ 
performance rentals Southeast’s most com- • 
prehensive board shop 

_ TEXAS _ ! 

HAWAIIAN OCEAN SPORTS. 3030 A 
Chimney Rock, Houston, TX 77056. Sales, 
lessons, rentals. 713-953-9256. 

INLAND SAILBOATS. Fanatic, O'Brien, 
Jimmy Lewis, Gaastra. Complete line of parts 
and accessories. Competitive prices. Les¬ 
sons and demos. We ship anywhere. 3515 
Inwood Rd., Dallas, TX75209.214-350-8000. 
M.D. SURF N SKATE. 4016 Weber, Cor¬ 
pus Christi 78411. The biggest sailboard 
center in Corpus Christi, only minutes from the 
best bay sailing. Featuring Hi-Tech, 
Seatrend, West Wind, Mistral, O’Brien, Bic, 
Gaastra, Neil Pryde, North, Waddell. Quality 
rental equipment lets you demo all the latest. 
Experienced staff, consignments accepted. 
Call for area info package. 512-854-7873. 

ON THE BEACH. 2105 Pad re Bl vd., South 
Padre Island, TX 78597.512-761-1194. FAX: 
512-761-7036. Windsurfing Hawaii High- 
Wind Center. High-performance rentals. All 
new equipment. Tropix, Bic, North, Pryde, 
Gaastra, Simmer. Board and sail repairs. 
Advanced lessons. 

WINDSURF, INC. PO Box 3395, South 
Padre Island. TX 78597.512-761 -1434. High- 
performance rental equipment. Pryde, 
Windsurfing Hawaii, Tropix Customs, 
Seatrend, Bic. Lodging and packages avail¬ 
able. 

WOODS HOLE WIND SPORTS. South 
Padre Island's ALPHA SPEED CENTER. Rent- 
als, school, vacation packages. 401 Hwy. 

100, Port Isabel, TX 78578.512-943-2810. 

_ VERMONT _ 

NEW ENGLAND SAILBOARDS. Two 

great locations. Rt. 4 East, Rutland, VT. 802- 
773-3034. Rt. 30, Jamaica, VT. 802-874-4178. 


programs on the beautiful Potomac River in 
the exciting atmosphere of Washington. D C. 
Minutes from downtown, easily accessible by 
Metrorail. and convenient to national airport. 
O’Brien. F2, Fanatic sailboards and equip¬ 
ment. Washington, D.C.’s professional in¬ 
struction program—“We guarantee success.” 

WISCONSIN 


VIRGINIA 


SOUTHPORT RIGGING. Selection, ad¬ 
vice, friendly service. Fanatic. Mistral. Bic, Hi¬ 
Tech, Seatrend, Pryde, Gaastra, and 
whatever’s hot! School, rentals, surfwear. 
414-652-5434. Kenosha, Wl. We’re worth the 
trip! 

U.S. VIRGIN ISLANDS 


CARIBBEAN BOARDSAILING. PO Box 

7021, St. Thomas, USVl 00801.809-776- 
3486. Island’s most complete windsurfing 
center. Mistral-certified school on Morning- 
star Beach. Retail shop in Ramada Yacht 
Haven Marina. Hourly, daily, weekly rentals. 
Mistral. Fanatic, HiFly, Windsurfing Hawaii, Da 
Kine, Gaastra, ART. Yacht and hotel pack¬ 
ages. 

EASTWIND WATERSPORTS. Red Hook 
■ Plaza in Sapphire Beach, St. Thomas, 809- 

• 775-5066. Certified instructors. Beginner and 
. advanced lessons. Complete retail shop car- 
. rying Hi-Tech,O’Brien, Calvert, Fleetwood, 

Quiksilver, Local Motion, Da Kine, Nike. Daily/ 
weekly rentals. Surfboards, Boogie boards, 

* charter boat packages available. 

INTERNATIONAL 

ARUBA 


RED SAIL SPORTS, c/o Americana Aruba 
Hotel, Oranjestad, Aruba. 011 -2978-31603. A 
full-service watersports facility. Quality boarc 
rentals by the hour/day/week. Lessons for al 
abilities! Reliable chase boat... “Don’t worry.. 
be happy!" 

BRITISH WEST INDIES 


RED SAIL SPORTS, c/o Hyatt Regency 
Box 1588, Grand Cayman, BWI, 1 -800-255 
6425. Full-service watersports with complete 
line of Fanatic sailboards. Instructions are ou 
specialty. 

CANADA 


THE HARRISON BEACH SPORTS CO 

PO Box #193, Harrison Hot Springs. BC 
Canada V0M1K0. We specialize in sales anc 
rentals o( high-performance equipment. Nea 
BEAR CREEK. Harrison Lake's hot new sailinc 
spot. 604-796-3686. 

CARIBBEAN 


CUSTOM WINDSURFING INC. Newest 
windsurfing shop in Virginia Beach. Huge 
selection of new and used equipment. Sail 
repairs, high-performance accessories, rent¬ 
als, and lessonsavailable. Seatrend. O'Brien. 
Angulo, and North Sails. Call 804-496-WIND. 
FAX: 804-496-3753.2817 Shore Dr.. Suite 
# 111 , Virginia Beach. VA 23451. Mail orders 
available. Quantity discounts. Other dealers 
welcome for sail repairs and price quotes. 
WASHINGTON SAILING MARINA. 
George Wahington Memorial Parkway. Alex¬ 
andria, VA33214.703-548-9027. BIG five¬ 
starrated windsurfing instructional programs. 
Rentals, instructor training and certification 
programs. Bob Redmond. BIG master in¬ 
structor. teaches basic through advanced 


CLUB MED. Windsurfing all levels. Featur 
ing free Tiga equipment/instruction. St. Lucia 
Dominican Republic, Martinique, Guade 
loupe. Mention this ad for rebates Call the 
experts. 303-777-5393.800-272-4729. 

GUATEMALA 


AQUA SPORT. Guatemala's best windsur 

mg shop. FANATIC. HIFLY. ART. GAASTRA 
Rentals, lessons. 7ave. 14-44 ZonaQ i 
Galeria. Tel. 317173. Fax: 340490. ‘ L 

MEXICO 


CLUB MED. Windsurfing all levels Feati 

ing freeTtga equipment/instruction. Cane 

Ixtapa.Sonora Bay. Mention this ad for 
StS , lltheexper,s - 303 -777-5393 £ 
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Windsurfing 

for 

Cheapskates 


BY ERIC SANFORD 


which only fit a very few of my accesso¬ 
ries, and none of which fit anyone 
else's. 

Off I went to the hardware store. I 
gave my list to the clerk and he set 
about gathering up the various items. 


Halfway through, he turned to me with a ’ 
quizzical look and said, ”Uh, I know it's ’ 
none of my business, but what're you 
going to do with this stuff? This is a ’ 
pretty weird list." ’ 

“I’m building a Windsurfer,” I j 

smugly replied. ] 

“Oh, well, nowit makes sense." His ' 
eyes rolled back and he shook his 
head slightly as he continued down the | 
aisle, loading hose clamps, electrical [ 

conduit, sheet metal screws, and other ’ 
generic hardware into the shopping ’ 
cart. ’ 

The sum total of my purchase was 
$63.44. This included two four-by-eight ' 
sheets of wall paneling, a sheet of [ 

Styrofoam insulation, a 16-foot three- ’ 

by-three “mast,” one-and-a-quarter- 
inch conduit booms, and enough ’ 

screws, nuts, bolts, hinges, angle ’ 

brackets, and other hardware to fasten 
the whole thing together. 

Back home the work quickly began. 
Let's see, laminated Styrofoam core, 8- 
foot-6-inch-high performance board... 


ultra-stiff, even flex mast., custom-bent 
booms... all the very latest in equipment 
technology. I glued the wall paneling to 
the Styrofoam core, let it dry, and cut 
my board out from corner to corner on 
my "blank.” Perfect: light, stiff, easily 
repairable... and cheap. 

A couple passes on each edge of 
my three-by-three "mast" quickly trans¬ 
formed a pine log into an unbreakable 
spar. A quick douse of grey primer 
paint and I could hardly tell the differ¬ 
ence between it and a $300 Ampro. I 
permanently fastened it to my "board" 
with strips of innertube, giving it just 
enough give in every direction. 

For an additional $32.60,1 pur¬ 
chased 50 square feet of Dacron from 
the local fabric store. A 
half hour at the sewing 
machine produced a 
fine-looking sail, 
complete with visquine 
window and tapered 
battens made from 
cedar roof shakes. 

I made a beautiful fin 
from an extra piece of 
oak I found in my shop, 
and I simply nailed it 
through the top of the 
board—since I once 
heard Robby [Naish] 
say that simple is 
better, and this was 
simple. 

The boom was 
fashioned from electri¬ 
cal conduit, which was 
rick martin strong, easy to bend, 
and best of all, easy to attach with 
myriad connectors available at virtually 
any hardware store. Some spare 
innertube made a comfortable, albeit a 
bit drab, grip. Same for the footstraps. 

Need a downhaul cleat? No 
problem—just twist an eyescrew into 
the mast. Outhaul pulley? They run 
around 65 cents. Break a boom? A 
new four-foot piece of conduit costs 
around $5. Board delaminating? 

Nothing a squirt of panel adhesive 
won’t take care of for a few pennies. 

Why, I can pull into any marina in 
the world knowing they have just the 
parts I need. Marina? Heck, I can 
even pull into a gas station. Or even a 
construction site. And what a great 
way to meet new people. M Uh, excuse 
me, I have to fix my sailboard... can 
I borrow your jackhammer for a 
minute?" ■ 

Bargain hunter Eric Sanford is no 
cheapskate when it comes to writing 
about windsurfing. 

WINDRIDER 


Y ou know, I’m getting sick and 
tired of going into these 
windsurfing shops and paying 
$4.95 for a screw. You know the 
. ones, those little metal bolts that fasten 
• the what-cha-callit to the thing-a-ma- 
. bob. 

Now I’m all for parts that fit each 
• other, but why is it that sailboard parts 
. only seem to fit other sailboard parts? 

. Not only that, but your $4.95 screw will 
. only fit the $4.95 screw hole for your 
. particular brand of board. 

Sometimes you can’t tell the differ- 
. ence between screws. You go into 
. your local shop to get a screw and the 
. salesperson pulls one that looks just 
. like it from some little plastic drawer 
. filled with hundreds of 
. little screws, all of 
. which look just like 
. yours. Only they're not. 

. . You take your 
. screw, return to the 
. beach and slip it into 
. the hole. It doesn’t fit. 

Returning to the 
. shop, the sales-nerd 
. says, "Oh, you have a 
. 'Windsurfing Iraq' 

. base... why didn’t you 
. say so? They take an 
. entirely different screw 
. size, available only in 
. New Delhi. We don’t 
. carry that brand. I think 
. they’re out of busi- 
. ness.” 

I found I needed 
. such an enormous 
. toolbox—full of special screws, nuts, 

, bolts, parts, brackets, washers, and, of 
. course, all the special-sized screwdriv- 
. ers, wrenches, and other assorted tools 
. necessary to assemble or repair my 
. different styles and brands of parts— 

. that I needed a trailer just to carry them 
.all. 

I’ve got nine different sizes and 
. styles of spring clips for booms, bases, 

. masts, extensions, and who knows 
* what else. I've got four thicknesses of 
* mast shims, eight thicknesses of fin 
* shims, five sizes of mast protectors, 22 
’ lengths of footstrap screws, enough 
* base plates to fill up a trash can, and 
six different types of repair glue and 
. epoxy. 

A few days ago, as I was assem- 
‘ bling my piles of paraphernalia for the 
’ coming summer season, I took one look 
' a t the hundreds of different items, all 
’ requiring different-sized parts to make 

'them work, and decided I’d had 

' enough. I was looking at $5,000 in junk 
; and another $1.500 in spare parts, all of 

























The Astro Rock, the hot 
new slalom board 
designed by Stephan van 
den Berg, contains all the 
elements which have 
made his World Cup 
slalom 

Jh boards so successful. ft 

. ^ It's fast, stable, and • 

P' a nes early. Constructed in ACEtec, it's also stiff and 
The Astro Rock comes standard with all new 
footstraps, aluminum mast and fin boxes and a 
v Lewis designed slot fin. The Astro Rock—your 
new slalom machine. 



"Considering the Astro flock's size, it is 


% ffv 


A fish end construction of the hull are excellent ... 

'ft 



the Astro Rock not only provides good 
T j- • • but superior plaiting characteristics." 

^troRock-you'H fa surprised." 

\MLJ iflfi 
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BIC ASTRO: 

ROCK: 


New Slalom 
Board by 
Stephan 
Van Den 
Berg 


"Today, in a World 
Cup Slalom Race, 
every technical detail 
is crucial to the out¬ 
come. Your equip¬ 
ment must be able to 
handle every con¬ 
ceivable course con- 
dltion—for even the 
slightest reduction in 
your board's perfor- 
| mance will have a pro¬ 
found effect on your 
results. Yourboard 
must plane quickly at 
the start, maintain its 
I speed in the lulls, |ibe 


ate away from the 
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UNEXPECTED 

PERFORMANCE 

PlymoA.U.serRSJAa 
16-valve intercooled turbo. 
190 horsepower. 

0-60 in 6.6 seconds. 

$13,394 as shown.* 

A Worldbeater. 


The Plymouth Laser RS Turbo. 

Car and Driver placed Laser 
on their list of ten best cars 
before the first one was sold. 

« .. .the Laser,.. .phenomenal" 
Car and Driver. 


The new Plymouth Laser. 
$10,397 starting price.* 


INTRODUCING THE UNEXPECTED. 

PiyMOJTH 1 LASER RS TURBO. 

A WORLDBEATER. 


id against outer body rust-through 
My at dealer Restrictions apply 
BUCKLE UP FOR SAFETY. 


" 7 / Protects engine and powertrain 

// / v»yfor 7 years or 100,000 miles, 
Sticker prices exclude title, taxes and dest 


SATISFY THE CUSTOMER 















